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The Foundation of The
Church of God Standeth Sure

There has been a sweet spirit in this convention.
We’'re in a battle, and we are going to stand our
ground because the Lord has been so faithful
and true to us. We have recently organized a
new church in Nigeria. We are ready to see
growth in the United States. If there was ever a
time that we need the direction of the Holy
Ghost, it is now. The foundation of the Church
IS sure.

“And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the
vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he
may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for
an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak,
and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come, it will not tarry.” (Habakkuk 2:2-
3)

“That in the dispensation of the fulness of times
he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are
on earth; even in him:” (Ephesians 1:10)

There is a sequence of events that will occur in
the Church. God is not bound by time. When
prophecy’s time is come, events will be placed in
proper order as God has ordained. When God
speaks, time and eternity stands still.

‘Arise, O Lord; let not man prevail: let the
heathen be judged in thy sight. Put them in fear,
O Lord: that the nations may know themselves
to be but men. Selah.” (Psalms 9:19-20)

It is interesting to see how the governments of
the world believe that they are in control of their
own destinies. Ever since the time that the
serpent enticed eve (Genesis 3:5) the enemy
has sought to destroy.
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“Let every soul be subject unto the higher
powers. For there is no power but of God: the
powers that be are ordained of God.” (Romans
13:1)

The world may think that it is in control, but all
power is ordained by God. We must ever be
careful lest we lose His glory. Looking back at
our recent history, we must be careful lest we
lose His glory and begin to seek glory in
ourselves. It is not the size of our house. It is
our responsibility to make sure that house is
holy. The new thought in the denominational
world is that we are all small gods. When we
desire a spiritual high, we are limiting the Holy
Spirit. It's easy in these times to question if this
is right. Did not the disciples question as well?
We are not unigue in the circumstances we walk
through. It does not matter the size, the
important thing is to ensure that the glory of god
is always displayed. One of the most crucial
needs we have in the Church today is to listen to
His divine direction. We need Him to be present
in everything. We just need Him.

“Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up,
ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall
come in. Who is this King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift
them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of
glory shall come in. Who is this King of glory?
The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah.”
(Psalms 24:7-10)

The Lord is the King of glory. Nothing is too hard

for God. He is mighty in deliverance. He alone
that purchased her is able to sustain her.
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“And the Lord shall guide thee continually, and
satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy
bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.
And they that shall be of thee shall build the old
waste places: thou shalt raise up the foundations
of many generations; and thou shalt be called,
The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths
to dwell in.” (Isaiah 58:11-12)

“Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth
sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are his. And, let every one that nameth the
name of Christ depart from iniquity.” (2 Timothy
2:19)

The foundation of The Church of God standeth
sure because we are standing sure and are
holding the faith. Now we’ve got to stay the
course. Itis in this thought that an unimpressive
little group of people met on June 13, 1903 and
gathered together. How many people have
been touched by what happened on that day?
All we have to be is men and women who are in
love with God. It was on this day that God chose
to reveal himself to AJ Tomlinson. There were
not any camera crews, radio announcers. It is
most important that we hear from heaven and
that we hear Him clearly. Size does not matter.
We know that there is knowledge. We know
there is understanding, but there is something
unique to revelatory knowledge that transcends
secular knowledge. You can get a revelation of
the Church if you get down on your knees today.
It is this awareness that God gives utterance to
the full and complete majesty of the Spirit. It is
in the illumination of light that darkness has to
flee. Human reasoning will falter and fail in times
of deep spiritual need. When there is a deep
dark spiritual need, it is in that time that we must
step out of the realm of human reasoning. If you
doubt anything, pray it out. The Word of God
says in the beginning God. You don’t have to
worry about anything else. The revelation brings
the strength that we need. It may slip away for
a moment. It happened to many during biblical
times. Itis given to those who have a made up
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mind. No matter what must be laid down, we are
not for sale. In society, it seems everything is for
sale. The Word of God is not for sale. The
doctrine is not for sale. The truth is not for sale.
And the Church is not for sale for Christ
purchased her with His own blood. We have
been called. We may not be known of this world,
but the devil knows us. We must be different
than the world. When the pressure has been
applied to change doctrine, we have refused.
We do not have the authority nor do we have the
right or liberty to change what God has declared
to be His. How can we change it if we belong to
Him? God doesn’t want us to change it. We
don’t have that right.

“l marvel that ye are so soon removed from him
that called you into the grace of Christ unto
another gospel: Which is not another; but there
be some that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than
that which we have preached unto you, let him
be accursed. As we said before, so say | now
again, if any man preach any other gospel unto
you than that ye have received, let him be
accursed.” (Galatians 1:6-9)

The Church is being tried. We don’t own it,
therefore we can’'t change it. Many
denominations want to see how close they can
be to the world. We are to love everybody. We
are different than the sinner only by the grace of
God. The Church will not be built by egos but
rather the grace of God. God does reveal truths
but God will only reveal things that line up with
the Word. God will reveal what we are in need
of doing. How we reveal these truths to others
can never be in a spirit of arrogance. Revelation
comes through a humbleness or it doesn’t come
at all. AJ Tomlinson was humble. We are close
to the rapture. He is about to speak clearly and
precisely to the body. The bride is making

herself ready and is staying the course. God
wants to direct His Church again.
James C. Nabors, General Overseer
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Winning the Battle

We have a lot of people overseas
that are working very, very hard.
They have time to go to different
places. We have the finances.
HESSSSI. We must do all we can to further
the gospel. Remember the song, “Thank you for
giving to the Lord.” When Brother Hatton sent us
the program, | thought that our Convention’s
theme, Staying the Course, Holding the Faith, was
very needed. | like steady people. It's hard to work
with unstable people. Christians should be steady
and constant. Being steady is important. This
world is looking for dependable people. God
wants His children to be steady, that He can use.
| want the Lord to be satisfied with us. All He asks
us to do is His best. He won’t put any more on you
than you can bear.

“For he knoweth our frame; he
remembereth that we are dust.” (Psalm
103:14)

He knoweth our frame. In the
business of our lives, don’t let that

rob us of our joy. God doesn’t look

at things like we look in our
humanness. God doesn’t put us on a
pedestal, but God put His only son up
on the cross. Don't let the Devil rob us
of our time and of our peace. Soldiers come home
from war with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
Even though we have seen a lot of carnage, we
cannot give in to PTSD. Got wants us to trust our
fellow soldiers. As children of God, we can hear
the voice of God. When we have problems, we
have to stay the course. If you think it is hard
serving God, it's even harder not serving Him.
How can we get through this life spiritually unless
we know what we’re up against? We have to know
our enemy. We are already victorious through
Christ.

“And we know that all things work together for
good to them that love God, to them who are the
called according to his purpose. For whom he did
foreknow, he also did predestinate to be
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conformed to the image of his Son, that he might
be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them he also called:
and whom he called, them he also justified: and
whom he justified, them he also glorified. What
shall we then say to these things? If God be for us,
who can be against us? He that spared not his own
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he
not with him also freely give us all things? Who
shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It
is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth?
It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness,
or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we
are killed all the day long; we are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us. For | am
persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor
powers, nor things present, nor
things to come, Nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall
be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
(Romans 8:28-39)

If God be for us, who can be against us? Romans
are our go to verses when the battle is on. God
does not let His people be forsaken. God knew us
before He ever created us. God loves us enough
to send His son to die for us. We forget what He
was willing to die for just us. Our Heavenly Father
wants to help us. He doesn’t want us to give up.
As Christians, we have to be careful. You are only
one poor choice away from losing out on God.
God is our mentor. He is there to build you up, but
you have to want it. | want my testimony to be that
she died in the Faith. That she died as a warrior.
We want God to think of us as a good soldier. We
have to want that more than we want what the
world has to offer. We need to be encouragers. It
is more than just sending money to the Mission
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Fields. We have to let them know that we are there
and we love and support them. We sing the song,
“‘Keep on Keeping On!” The Children of Israel
might have only had to eat manna for just a year,
if they would have kept their attitudes right. They
kept looking back to Egypt. People sugar coat the
past. People forget what God has brought them
from. God was willing to take us in when no one
else cared. God had a plan from the beginning,
and He has stayed on course.

“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. And having food and
raiment let us be therewith content. But they that
will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of
money is the root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from the faith, and
pierced themselves through with many sorrows.
But thou, O man of God, flee these things; and
follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love,
patience, meekness. Fight the good fight of faith,
lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou art also
called, and hast professed a good profession
before many witnesses.” (1 Timothy 6:6—12)

We can’t be a defeated talking Christian. Be
content. The foolishness of men is considered
great by the world. We don’t want anything to
come between us and God. Paul was
encouraging Timothy to keep on keeping on, to
continue. Keep your eyes on God. God isn’t going
to let us down, even though we have let him down.
People don’t want to walk the straight and narrow,
they want to go off course a little bit. | have to stay
the course. | can’t let what people say control how
| serve God. If you want to turn out right, go to
God, and stay with God.

“1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence
cometh my help. My help cometh from the Lord,
which made heaven and earth. He will not suffer
thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not
slumber. Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep. The Lord is thy keeper:
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun
shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall
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preserve thy soul. The Lord shall preserve thy
going out and thy coming in from this time forth,
and even for evermore.” (Psalms 121:1-8)

David went through a lot. God always has your
back. When you are in battle with God, you don’t
have to wonder if He is going to turn and run.

‘Let us draw near with a true heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled
from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water. Let us hold fast the profession of
our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;) And let us consider one another to
provoke unto love and to good works: Not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching.” (Hebrews 10:22-25)

More than ever we need to be an encouragement
to one another. | like to be around people who are
trying to see how much trouble they can stir up.
Church should be the one safe place people can
come and feel loved. We don’t help anyone by
being disrespectful. We have to guard ourselves.

“Know ye not that they which run in a race run all,
but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may
obtain. And every man that striveth for the
mastery is temperate in all things. Now they do it
to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an
incorruptible. |therefore so run, not as uncertainly;
so fight I, not as one that beateth the air: But |
keep under my body, and bring it into subjection:
lest that by any means, when | have preached to
others, | myself should be a castaway.” (I
Corinthians 9:24 -27)

Stay the course when you run. We are fighting for
our eternal life. When you survive a shipwreck,
youre a castaway. We dont have to be
shipwrecked, because we serve the master of the
sea. The war is won. Let’'s keep those battles
winning along the way.

Women’s Missionary Band, Teresa Metaxas
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"0 taste and see that the LORD is good”

As Americans, we enjoy plenty to eat. All you have
to do is watch commercials or read restaurant
billboards as you are traveling to see all of our
choices. As Church of God members, we are
experts at eating!

| found some restaurant slogans from both the past
and present that were very interesting. "It's Good
Mood Food" Arby’s. “Have It Your Way" and “Fast
Food for Fast Times” Burger King. "Finger Lickin'
Good" and "We Do Chicken Right!" Kentucky Fried
Chicken. "I'm Lovin' It", “We love to see you smile”,
“You deserve a break today...at McDonald's”, and
“It's a good time for the great taste of McDonalds”
McDonalds. "Gather 'round the good stuff’ Pizza
Hut. "Think Outside the Bun”, “Head for the border”,
and “It’s not just food, it’s fourth meal.” (Definition of
fourth meal: the meal between dinner and breakfast)
Taco Bell. “Eat Fresh” Subway. “Hot Eats, Cool
treats” Dairy Queen. “Come hungry. Leave happy”
IHOP. “Better Ingredients. Better Pizza® Papa
John’s. “Making people happy through food” Carl’s

”, “Quality is our Recipe”, and

Jr. “It's better here”,
“‘Where's the Beef?” Wendy’s. “What you crave”
"Good Food, Good Times"

White Castle.

O’charley’s. ‘For the seafood lover in you” Red
Lobster. “When You're Here, You're Family" Olive
Garden. “In here, it's always Friday” Fridays. “The
taste will make you say ole!” El Tapitio.

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. We eat, but do we taste? What did you have
for lunch yesterday? How about supper Thursday
night? Sometimes we eat, but do we taste?

| threw a birthday party for my daughter, Scarlett, last
weekend. It was so crazy with everyone there. |
made myself a plate of her party food. | ate. After the
party, my mom said, “Everything tasted wonderful!”
| replied, “I ate, but | don’t remember tasting a
thing.” Why? | was busy, in a hurry, and distracted.
When | finally sat down with my plate, | was just
going through the motions. We eat, but do we taste?

| drink a Slimfast for breakfast every morning. Mostly
because | want to get slim fast! (So far it is not
working!) But the other reason that | drink it, it is
easier and quicker than eating. Once again, just
eating for nutrients, but not tasting.
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In this fast paced society, we do
not even have time to eat anymore.
A few generations ago, gathering
around the table for a family meal
was a daily occurrence. Now
among school, work, afterschool SN A
practices, homework, projects, etc... the family
dinner is, at best, an endangered species, if not
already extinct in some homes.

So for our “on the run” lifestyles, we are offered... “on
the go” meal bars. Just take off the wrapper, and put
it in your mouth. No need to cook. No need to heat.
You are good to go. You do not even need to use
two hands for a meal anymore. Taco Bell has a
breakfast that you can eat with one hand. The waffle
taco! This is a waffle folded into a taco, with a piece
of sausage inside, and a scrambled egg inside of
that. GoGo squeeZ applesauce and Gogurt yogurt
are items that you just squeeze into your mouth, in
case you do not have time to locate a spoon! Hot
Pockets offers a complete meal, in pocket form. We
live in day and age of drive thrus, vending machines,
and microwave ovens. We eat, but do we taste? “O
taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms 34:8a.

Our busy daily lives has to be affecting our spiritual
lives as well. Quality time with the Lord is becoming
an endangered species, and in some cases has
already gone extinct. If we cannot even find time to
taste our food, how are we going to find time to
‘taste and see that the LORD is good™ God does
not come in a Hot Pocket version, a drive thru
window, or a meal bar. This might sound comical.
But that is what we are trying to do with God when
we spiritually just go through the motions! We have
a church service. We read our Sunday School
lesson. We pray before meals. We pray before bed.
We pray we someone is sick. We eat, but do we
taste? We almost expect God to fit into Burger
King’s slogan “Fast Food for Fast Times.” But we
need to remember, that when we are dealing with
God, we are not dealing with fast times. We are
dealing with the “... Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last” Rev. 22:13. “...him
which is, and which was, and which is to come...”
Rev. 1:4b
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Physically, studies say the key to losing weight is,
slowing down. The slower we eat, the more time we
give our body to feel satisfied. Drink between bites:
instead of scarfing our meal all down at once, take
sips of water throughout to naturally help slow your
fork action. Chew your food. Pace yourself by taking
at least ten to twenty chews before you swallow.
Focus on the food. Put down your phone and close
your computer for just twenty minutes while eating.
Sit down at the table. Do not eat in front of TV. If you
eat while you are distracted, you are not aware of
how much you are consuming.

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. So it stands to reason that we should slow
down spiritually as well.

Luke 10

38 Now it came to pass, as they went, that he
entered into a certain village: and a certain woman
named Martha received him into her house.

39 And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat
at Jesus' feet, and heard his word.

40 But Martha was cumbered about much serving,
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care
that my sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her
therefore that she help me.

41 And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many
things:

42 But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from
her.

In verse 39 the bible says that Mary “sat at Jesus'
feet, and heard his word.” This is very similar to the
title of my message, “O taste and see that the LORD
is good.” At Scarlett’'s birthday party | was like
Martha, “cumbered about much serving, careful
and troubled.” That is why | do not remember what
any of her party food tasted like. That is just a
birthday party, so it was okay for me to be the
Martha. But when it comes to spending quality time
with Jesus, | want to make a conscience effort to be
more like Mary. | want to slow down spiritually long
enough to “sit at Jesus' feet, and hear his word.” |
want to choose “that good part, which shall not be
taken away.”

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. Chew your food spiritually. Pace yourself
and chew before you swallow. If you have ever
watched a dog chew on a bone, you have probably
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noticed how hard he works to dig his teeth into it. He
bites, and gnaws, and chews, because the dog
knows that the best meat is at the center of the bone,
the marrow. He has to work to get to the really “good
stuffl” We have a choice with God, we can quickly
drink a Slimfast, eat a meal bar, and be on our way.
Or we can take the time to chew some real food. We
need to bite, gnaw, and chew to get to the best meat
at the center of the bone, the marrow. | want the
“‘good stuffl” “My soul shall be satisfied as with
marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall
praise thee with joyful lips:” Psalms 63:5.

Focus on your food spiritually. Put down your phone,
close your computer, turn off the TV, and get rid of
distractions. “As the apple tree among the trees of
the wood, so is my beloved among the sons. | sat
down under his shadow with great delight, and his
fruit was sweet to my taste.” Song of Solomon 2:3.
Take time to sit “down under his shadow” and dine
with your “beloved.”

Have you ever felt compelled to eat something
although you were not hungry? The best way that |
know to describe this is a craving. And expecting
three babies, | know about cravings! My Savannah
craving was jalapenos and banana peppers from
Subway. My Alex craving was original chicken
sandwiches from Burger King. My Scarlett craving
was cheeseburger Happy Meals from McDonalds.
The definition for craving: a powerful desire for
something. The dictionary example was: "a craving
for chocolate". Synonyms for craving: longing,
yearning, want, wish, hunger, appetite greed, lust,
ache need, and urge.

A biblical example of craving is found in Genesis 2.
15 And the LORD God took the man, and put him
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it.

16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying,
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat:
17 But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou shalt surely die.

Genesis 3

4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not
surely die:

5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof,
then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall be as
gods, knowing good and evil.

6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and
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a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of
the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her
husband with her; and he did eat.

Now for everyone that makes the excuse that Adam
and Eve ate the forbidden fruit because they were
hungry, pay special attention to Genesis 2:16b, “...
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely
eat.” Adam and Eve were not hungry. They were
having a craving: a powerful desire for something.
They were having a longing, yearning, want, wish,
hunger, appetite, greed, lust, ache, need, and urge.
They had discovered that their “eyes shall be
opened,” that they would “be as gods,” that it was
“good for food,” “pleasant to the eyes,” and “desired
to make one wise.”

Have you ever been around someone craving
something spiritually? If they are craving something
from God, it is beautiful. But if they are craving
something that the serpent Satan is offering, it is
ugly. Itis scary. | have seen the ministry inside The
Church of God be enticed by the enemy. Their
desire for the things of God changed to the desire to
be as god. Instead of worshiping and honoring the
one true God, they had a personal desire to be
bowed down to and worshiped. Their craving was
for POWER! God is all powerful, and He has no
need for any of us to be powerful and lord over
anyone!

But it need not be so within The Church of God. We
need to crave the good stuff. “Blessed are they
which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for
they shall be filled.” Matthew 5:6. “If ye then be risen
with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set
your affections on things above, not on things on
the earth.” Colossians 3:1-2. We must crave the
heavenly “things above.”

Have you ever gotten tired of eating the same thing?
My kids would say that this summer they got tired of
frozen pizzas. That was our go to meal when | did
not know what else to make. Likewise, the Children
of Israel got tired of manna. They ate the same thing
for forty years. God had given them a miracle to
sustain them, bread from heaven. They were
literally fed by the hand of God each morning, yet
they complained.

Numbers 11

The Arise Shine

4 And the mixed multitude that was among them fell
a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again,
and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?

5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt
freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the
leeks, and the onions, and the garlick:

6 But now our soul is dried away: there is nothing at
all, beside this manna, before our eyes.

The sad thing was, they remembered the “fish,”
“‘cucumber,” “melons,” “leeks,” “onions,” and “garlic”
from Egypt. But they did not remember the slavery,
bondage, work, task masters, and being beaten in
Egypt. They were hungry for a taste of the past,
which was a very skewed version of the past. There
is danger in looking back, instead of focusing on the
provisions that we have today and the promises that
we have for the future.

Numbers 11

31 And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and
brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the
camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as
it were a day's journey on the other side, round about
the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the
face of the earth.

32 And the people stood up all that day, and
all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered
the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten
homers: and they spreadthem all abroad for
themselves round about the camp.

33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth,
ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was
kindled against the people, and the LORD smote the
people with a very great plague.

God had a plan for the manna. “Who fed thee in the
wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not,
that he might humble thee, and that he might prove
thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;” Deuteronomy
8:16. “And the manna ceased on the morrow after
they had eaten of the old corn of the land; neither
had the children of Israel manna any more; but they
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.”
Joshua 5:12.

Instead of longing for the things in our past, which
might be very skewed and twisted in our memory, let
us be hungry for what the Lord has prepared for us
today and for what lies ahead for us, in the promise
of our future.
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How does God taste to you? Our scripture says “O
taste and see that the LORD is good”. Butin reality,
there is a whole world out there that questions how
God tastes. They are not convinced that “the LORD
is good”. Why would they question God’s taste?
Maybe it has to do with what they have heard about
God. What they have experienced. How their life
has turned out. Some think God tastes stale, out of
date. He is old fashioned, not for 2015. Some think
that God tastes bitter, that He is a God of judgement
and wrath, to be feared. Some think that God tastes
like dinner in a fancy restaurant that they cannot
afford, or cannot get reservations to, that God is out
of reach. Some think that God tastes tough, that His
words are hard to chew, hard to swallow, and hard
to digest.

How does The Church of God taste to you? Can we
‘taste and see that (The Church of God) is good”?
All of my life growing up in the Church, that answer
has been yes. But | am afraid that the turmoil the
Church has experienced over the last ten years, left
me questioning just how “good” The Church of God
was. What used to be my favorite flavor, The Church
of God, had left a bad taste in my mouth. She tasted
bitter. The ugliest spirit that | have ever seen
manifested and rose up from inside The Church of
God. She tasted rotten. | heard garbage, filth, and
trash, and saw people being poisoned against one
another. She tasted sour as attitudes of “holier than
thou,” “I'm better than you,” and “I have a right to cast
judgement against you” entered our midst. Even
though | was raised in the Church, after experiencing
such a bad taste, | was not sure that the Church
would ever taste good to me again. Very similar to
eating your favorite meal right before you start a
stomach virus. That infection leaves you wondering
if your favorite food will ever taste the same again.
My love, fondness, and trust in the Church was
overshadowed by the terrible taste that the Church
left in my mouth.

You might say, “Well, The Church of God did not do
those things to you.” No, but people that | loved and
trusted inside of that Church did, laity and ministry
alike. Yes, they were operating outside of the
guidelines of the Church, but all the while remaining
inside the Church! They might have crept in
unaware, but they were inside nonetheless. When
a virus and infection enters the body, it changes your
taste buds. The truth is, | believe that we are all still
recovering from the sickness that crept in. However,
| thank God for the healing that has taken place in
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the Church. Things are slowly beginning to taste
better. Praise the Lord, The Church of God is
starting to taste like good home cooking again!
Those precious, good, old fashioned recipes are
coming back.

Now | wonder how many other people have been left
with a bad taste in their mouth by The Church of
God. If it has taken us, who love and know Her from
within, time and patience to get a fresh renewed
taste of The Church of God back — how much more
will it take for those outside of The Church of God?
Over the years many have been hurt by the Church.
Some of the times, they were hurt and offended by
the doctrine. The Church’s doctrine is sound and
true. But we need to realize that they were hurt
nonetheless, even though it could not be avoided.
They need to be shown love, patience, longsuffering,
and encouragement.

But we have lost others, throughout the years, which
we should never have lost. Yes, our doctrine is right,
but our attitude preaching and presenting that
doctrine has not always been. Heaven help us if
arrogant attitudes have ran people off. Regardless
of why the Church has left a bad taste in the mouth
of others, we need to present The Church of God as
appetizing! “O taste and see that the LORD is
good.” Than shouldn’t His Church be? “O taste and
see that (The Church of God) is good.”

“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil;
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness; that
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” Isaiah
5:20. | am tired of those that preach bitterness,
trying to disguise it as good. Preaching to tear down,
rather than to lift up, is never the work of the Lord.
We must hold up and maintain the standard, but
remain sweet. If we are bitter and ugly and “holier
than thou” — no one is going to want to eat what we
are serving!

“Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet to
the soul, and health to the bones” Proverbs 16:24.
We used to tell children the old adage, “Sticks and
stones can break my bones, but words will never
harm me.” How wrong were we? Words do hurt!
But just the opposite is true, words can heal! Let’s
use “pleasant words” and “sweet” words to
restore.

We have two guinea pigs: Sugar and Spice. Their
favorite thing in life is NOT ME, as much as | wish
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that it was. Their favorite thing is carrots. From the
day that we adopted them and brought them home,
it was love at first bite. But after a week, Sugar got
sick and had to go away for treatment for three
weeks. When we finally brought her home, we had
a nice juicy carrot waiting for her. We gave it to her,
and she refused to eat it. She took one bite and
threw it away. | do not know if she forgot how much
she used to love carrots. | do not know if she was
too overwhelmed by her new surroundings. | do not
know if the medicine she was on changed her taste
buds. 1 just know that we were brokenhearted that
we were unable to comfort her with a carrot. Once
home, | gave Sugar a carrot every morning and
every night, anyway. Before long, she ate a fourth
of a carrot. Then it was a half of a carrot. Next, it
was three fourths of a carrot. Then one day, out of
the blue, Sugar ate the whole carrot again. And now,
she squeals every time anyone walks downstairs,
begging for a carrot!

There was a time not too long ago that | could read
in the scripture, “O taste and see that the LORD is
good.” But my senses were not telling me that. What
| tasted, what | saw, what | heard, what | felt, was
NOT GOOD! | felt abandoned and forgotten by both
the LORD and The Church of God. What then?
When everything that you know to be true falls from
out from under you? What is left? The Word, barely
a mustard seed size of faith, and baby steps. Hurt
and betrayal shook me down to my core. | had
nowhere to go but back to the basics. | remember
Scott saying to me, “Just try praying or reading the
New Testament, the words in red.” He was offering
me the carrot that we had offered Sugar. And |
remember praying, actually saying, “| don’t know if |
can pray right now.” | remember trying to read the
Bible, and thinking, “Jesus, you don'’t taste so good
to me right now, but I'm going to try a bite anyway.”
What used to be my favorite, | had lost my appetite
for. 1 am here today to testify that when you do not
know how you feel, when you do not know what to
do, when you do not know where to turn - go back to
the very basics, go back to Jesus! If it does not taste
the same the first time, go back again and again.
“Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for
you: this do in remembrance of me.” 1 Cor. 11:24b.
“Take” and “eat” Jesus. It will not be long until He
is what you crave.

John 6
31 Our fathers did eat manna in the desert; as it is
written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.
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32 Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say
unto you, Moses gave you not that bread from
heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread
from heaven.

33 For the bread of God is he which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world.

34 Then said they unto him, Lord, evermore give us
this bread.

35 And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life:
he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst.

It was not long before the words of Christ that | was
reading were louder than the words that had been
said and done against me. “O taste and see that the
LORD is good.” You know what? The carrot that |
had offered Sugar had not changed; Sugar had
changed. That carrot still tasted exactly the same. |
began to realize that God had not changed. If | could
no longer “taste and see that the LORD was good,”
it was not because of Him, it was because of me.
The Church of God had not changed. She had
restructured, as far as individual members were
concerned, but She remained the same. And if |
could no longer “taste and see that The Church of
God was good,” it was not because of Her, it was
because of me.

My daughter, Scarlett, lives by the Lays potato chip
slogan, “Bettcha can’t eat just one!” She loves chips
and you can often find her with a plate full. She
thoroughly enjoys that salty treat. “Can that which is
unsavoury be eaten without salt?” Job 6:6a. The
doctrine is not unsavory, but it might taste bad to
those that do not know the truth. What does it need?
Salt. “Saltis good: but if the salt have lost his
saltness, wherewith will ye season it? Have salt in
yourselves, and have peace one with another” Mark
9:50. “Let your speech be always with grace,
seasoned with salt, that ye may know how ye ought
to answer every man” Colossians 4:6. Maybe hard
to swallow doctrine would not taste as unsavory with
some “peace” and “grace” sprinkled on top

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. | wonder why the author did not say, “taste
and know that the Lord is good”™? Or why it was not
written, “O taste and experience that the Lord is
good”? Or even, “O taste and smell that the Lord is
good.” To me, taste and smell go together more
closely than taste and vision. Yet the Psalmist
David specifically said, “O taste and see that the
LORD is good” Psalms 34:8a. | thought about this

October 2015



because I like words. So there must be a reason that
we are supposed to taste and SEE. When you taste
and see something you are using multiple senses.
You are tasting (trying the flavor of) and then you
are seeing (observing with your mind.) Taste and
see is equivalent to, try and observe. When | taste
a piece of peppermint, | see Christmas. Because
the familiarity of the taste brings me to a memory of
eating a candy cane. When | taste hot chocolate, |
see the kids playing outside in the snow. When |
taste pumpkin pie, | see everyone gathered around
the table for Thanksgiving dinner. When | taste
watermelon, | see summertime. “O taste and see
that the LORD is good” Psalms 34:8a. When | taste
God, | see: goodness, love, mercy, grace,
forgiveness, longsuffering, and peace. If you want
to “see that the LORD is good,” first you have to
taste for yourself. Taking a bite requires physical
effort.

“Thy words were found, and | did eat them; and thy
word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart: for | am called by thy name, O LORD God of
hosts” Jeremiah 15:16.

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. When you truly “taste and see that the LORD
is good,” you can be satisfied. The slogan for my
favorite candy bar Snickers is: Snickers satisfies.
However, a Snickers candy bar will only satisfy
temporarily.

In the Disney movie Pirates of the Caribbean:
Captain Barbossa and his crew found The Treasure
of Cortés. They opened the stone chest and stole all
882 pieces of Aztec gold. They spent all of the gold
on drink, food, and pleasurable company. Soon
afterwards, they fell under the curse, suffering a
living death in which they cannot feel or taste
anything.

Barbossa: “There be the chest. Inside be the gold.
And we took 'em all. We spent 'em and traded 'em
and frittered 'em away on drink and food and
pleasurable company. The more we gave 'em away,
the more we came to realize, the drink would not
satisfy, food turned to ash in our mouths, and all the
pleasurable company in the world could not satisfy
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our lust. We are cursed men. Compelled by greed,
we were, but now we are consumed by it.”

"(I Can't Get No) Satisfaction" was a song by The
Rolling Stones in 1965. The lyrics are: “l can't get no
satisfaction. | can't get no satisfaction. 'Cause I try
and | try and | try and | try. | can't get no, | can't get
no satisfaction.” This just goes to prove that in this
world fame does not satisfy. Fortune does not
satisfy. Entertainment does not satisfy.
Relationships do not satisfy. Power does not satisfy.
Drugs do not satisfy. Alcohol does not satisfy. Food
does not satisfy. Where is the line? When is it
enough? We hear of famous, rich, powerful people
committing suicide and we do not understand it.
From an outsider looking in, they have everything.
Maybe they could not get satisfaction.

“O taste and see that the LORD is good” Psalms
34:8a. And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied,
and praise the name of the LORD your God, that
hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall
never be ashamed.” Joel 2:26.

Only Jesus Can Satisfy Your Soul

The world may try to satisfy
That longing in your soul.

You may search the wide world over
But you'll be just as before.
You'll never find true satisfaction
Until you've found the Lord,

For only Jesus can satisfy your soul.

CHORUS:

Only Jesus can satisfy your soul.
Yes, only He can change your heart
And make you whole.

He'll give you peace you never knew,
Sweet joy and love and Heaven, too.
For only Jesus can satisfy your soul.

If you could have the fame and fortune,
All the wealth you could attain.
Yet, you have not Christ within,

Your living here would be in vain.
There'll come a time when death will find you,
Riches cannot help you then.

So, come to Jesus, only He can satisfy.

Amy R. Hatton, General ABM Coordinator
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Study to shew thyself
approved unto God

Bible  Training Institute was evil now than we used to. It's packaged
established very early in the Church  differently.

¥ because the need was there. We

have a need for education. We need  “Holding faith, and a good conscience; which
to grow again. There is nothing some having put away concerning faith have
wrong with knowledge, but we need  made shipwreck:” (1 Timothy 1:19).

heavenly knowledge. We need to get together

and do a correspondence course and learn the  Some people just disregarded their faith. We all
Bible. You need to be careful with Bible studies, came from the same source, creation in the
to make sure that they are biblically correct. The Garden of Eve. God created a spirit in each of

Church was not organized on the day us that is different than each other. We don’t
of Pentecost in the book of Acts. know each other’s thoughts, but God knows our
Jesus established the Church in the thoughts. God doesn't tell us everything. Jesus
gospels. Bible Training Institute 3t said if you don’t believe earthly things, how are

teaches us how to set up our local

church. There are no big “I's” and
little “you’s.” How do you handle
problems in the Church? Jesus
taught us how to handle problems.
We need to be praying more. If outcast. It would be too lonely. It
you have a personality conflict, « . is not good for man to be alone.
it might not be sin, but we still ~0 ye therefore and teadﬂa You need fellowship, brother and
need to get rid of some habits. Natione ore, a 23-_'\9 sister relationships. When we
INs...” Matthew h .
ave a conversation and we all agree,

You are living a legacy. People tend to thatisunity. The Church of God helps us mature
remember the bad things that you have done. It and be strong in life. The Bible says know your
takes a long time to get rid of hurt feelings. 1try  Creator in the days of your youth. The question
to get over it and forget about it, but the record that | had as a child is, “Where did God come
is there. We have to learn to overcome that. from?” The Bible says that He inhabited eternity.
When people say that nobody is perfect, | say That is His home. We don’'t need many Gods,
we have to be better. we just need one. One God, manifested in three

persons. We can’t fathom that in our human
The theme of our convention is about our faith. minds, but when we get to heaven we will
It is a struggle to keep and hold the faith. understand fully. God will reveal to us
Everybody has a conscience, it has to be good instantaneously. God will reveal the whole story.
or bad. Once a conscience is seared, they make Right now this body is a veil that keeps us from
bad decisions. You are going to influence seeing fully. | appreciate the gifts that God has
somebody somewhere. Be careful little mouth given to mankind. Everyone has the same
what you say. Do you really know what to say opportunity to go to heaven.
and when to say it? That's why we need the
Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost will reveal to you | spent 18 years in the navy, and | understand
what the evil doers are doing. We have more what it is like to be on a ship. Holes must be

plugged immediately. You have to work
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you going to believe heavenly things?
. The half has never yet been told. How
\_ to be responsible to vyour
community.  No man is an
island. We can’t live as an




together as a team to plug the hole and keep the
ocean out. The Ship of Zion must sail and
continue to sale. She must be seaworthy
against all opposition and obstacles. What
happened to the Church is that the Deuvil
torpedoed it. The Nicene Creed plunged the
Church into apostasy. It was about power and
control, they didn’'t want to lose their status. It
takes a Divine Revelation to be born again and
a Divine Revelation to join the Church.

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy
2:15)

“‘Who concerning the truth have erred, saying
that the resurrection is past already; and
overthrow the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:18)

Studying is vital to your Christian growth. God
wants us to know His word. These were

instructions to Timothy, given by the Apostle
Paul. We have to stop heresy in The Church of
God. We don’t preach anything that is not in the
Bible. Walking in the light versus walking in the
darkness. A city set on a hill cannot be hid. You
don’t hide your candle under a bushel.

In our past, we have had certain men that crept
in unawares. They left because they were not of
us. God doesn’t want you to get new light. God
doesn’t want you to be the head of the Church.
He wants you to be servants and allow Him to be
Head of the Church. Theocratic government is
the government that God wants for His Church.
Study to be approved of God so that we can
reach perfection.

Chris M. Metaxas, General Sunday School
Coordinator, Regional Bible Training Institute

Staying the Course,
Holding the Faith

(The following message was preach at the Southeast Central Regional Convention)

There is a word that is widely used in the Kingdom
of God called apologetics which means to defend a
position. It refers to defending the gospel by using
logic and reasoning. | never liked this word because
it sounds like the word apology, and apology has a
connotation of regret in it. There should never be
regret in defending the gospel.

But today we all need to be apologetics. Today, we
must defend the gospel. Christianity is under attack
like never before. It seems as though we have went
down the rabbit hole and stepped through the
looking glass without realizing it. Things are oddly
different than they have ever been before. | am
having trouble making sense of my surroundings.
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“‘Woe unto them that call evil
good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for
darkness; that put bitter for
sweet, and sweet for bitter!”
(Isaiah 5:20)

Actions that were once universally considered evil
are not only accepted, but are lifted up as morally
superior.

Activities that were once shameful and were hidden
throughout most cultures and throughout human
history are now put on a pedestal and honored.
Those actions that were once commonly considered
sinful are now heroic. While those that believe in the
biblical view of right and wrong are now condemned
and shamed.

October 2015



“And this is the condemnation, that light is come into
the world, and men loved darkness rather than light,
because their deeds were evil.” (John 3:19-21)

The tide has turned. | believe that we have reached
or close to reaching the tipping point against
Christianity and any religion that speaks out against
moral depravity. The tipping point being beyond a
certain point, the rate of the process increases
dramatically.  The winds have shifted against
Christianity. The media has always been against
Christianity, but in this media inundated society, the
media has finally persuaded enough people so that
they now have the majority. It seems that the church
in Colossae was living in a similar situation in their
day.

‘And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath
he reconciled In the body of his flesh through death,
to present you holy and unblamable and
unreprovable in his sight: If ye continue in the faith
grounded and settled, and be not moved away from
the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and
which was preached to every creature which is
under heaven; whereof | Paul am made a minister;”
(Colossians 1:21-23)

Paul was speaking to the Church and he was saying
to us that we were once in sin, then Jesus saved us.
He will now present us holy to the Father if we
remain in the faith, by being rooted and grounded.

Things are changing, and Christians everywhere are
being moved from the hope of the gospel.

“And except those days should be shortened, there
should no flesh be saved: but for the elect's sake
those days shall be shortened.” (Matthew 24:22)

The scripture tells us that the Lord knew that this was
going to happen. He knew that our society would
change from being Christian based to being secular
based and that many Christians would turn away
from the Lord and not be saved. And as we move
forward, our society will continue to change to such
a degree that there will be very few Christians that
are left that have not turned away from Christ and
towards the world.

“And this | say, lest any man should beguile you with
enticing words.” (Colossians 2:4)
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What we hear from the world seems enticing.

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord, so walk ye in him: Rooted and built up in him,
and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught,
abounding therein with thanksgiving. Beware lest
any man spoil you through philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudiments
of the world, and not after Christ.” (Colossians 2:6-8)

There is a philosophy of this world. Our children our
taught this philosophy in our schools from a very
early age. They hear it through various forms of
media.

“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the
rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the
world, are ye subject to ordinances,” (Colossians
2:20)

Paul is telling the Church that they should not be
subject to the norms and laws of the society that are
contrary to Christ.

“(Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to
perish with the using;) after the commandments and
doctrines of men? Which things have indeed a shew
of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and
neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the
satisfying of the flesh.” (Colossians 2:21-23)

We must walk in Christ and not be moved by men
that will beguile us. Don’t let these men spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit after their
traditions and the rudiments of the world.

Who are these men? Those that do not practice
Christianity. Paul is talking about a competing belief
system to Christianity. Just as the scripture is clear
about building your life on the principles that God has
shown us, so there is a competing belief system with
Christianity. It is the philosophy of the world. We
know far too well what this philosophy is by now.
Read news articles or watch the news and you will
quickly find out what this philosophy is.

It has amazed me to see the amount of moral
outrage in news articles this past year that hasn’t
been from Christians. We hear a lot about right and
wrong in the media and judging of others actions.
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“The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that
hearkeneth unto counsel is wise.” (Proverbs 12:15)

We are not to determine what is right and what is
wrong by ourselves. When | say by ourselves, |
mean apart from God. However, it is the nature of
man to try to figure out what is right and wrong based
upon their own conscience. There is a problem with
this. God has given us a basic understanding of right
and wrong through our conscience, but many people
have had their conscience seared.

“There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but
the end thereof are the ways of death.” (Proverbs
14:12)

“Every way of a man is right in his own eyes: but the
LORD pondereth the hearts.” (Proverbs 21:2)

On the one hand, we are flooded with the message
that everyone should determine what is right or
wrong in their eyes, yet from the same people we
hear a whole lot about specifics of what is right and
wrong. On one level it looks like our society is saying
that there is no right or wrong, “Just live and let live”.
But those that are in the public eye know that this is
absolutely not true. Those that speak against the
social consensus of our society often will pay a very
high price for their differing beliefs.

We've got many politicians that are all vying for
positions and they are all doing the dance. Every
word that comes out of their mouth is carefully
chosen for they know one wrong word can ruin them.
Not only politicians but business owners and leaders
of any organization. Why is this the case? Because
our society has said that there is a right belief system
and that there is no forgiveness or tolerance if you
go against that belief system. If you say the wrong
thing in our society then you will be sued and
stripped of your place in the society which often
means fines, loss of income and public vilification.
Your ability for future work will be undermined and
you will be blacklisted and become a pariah.

Not only is there danger for the Christians
concerning their reputation and livelihood, but more
importantly, many Christians are replacing their
biblical worldview with societal consensus, which is
what the majority of people believe. The rulings of
our court system do not define morality, yet many
Christians feel that if our society makes something
legal or supports it then it becomes morally
acceptable. We must not let the societal worldview
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change our moral foundation. Our foundation must
continue to be anchored in the Bible.
The Bible is a sure foundation.
foundation shifts daily.

The world’s

To further encourage our society to eliminate the
Bible as our moral foundation, Christians are
portrayed as abusers of children by teaching them
an archaic primitive belief system that says God is
our Creator.

It's said that this misleads and corrupts our children
that we abuse our children by limiting them.

Christian’s today are portrayed as being hateful,
controlling, bigoted, warmongering, miserable,
uptight, intolerant, mean spirited, angry, bitter,
pushy, ignorant people who want to force their
bigoted sexist extremist morality on others.

It's true that | have met a few people in my past that
have claimed to be Christians that had these
characteristics, but they were relatively few and they
were definitely not Christians. The Bible says that a
true Christian displays certain characteristics and
that you will know the difference based upon these
characteristics.

“‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering,  gentleness, goodness, faith,
Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

That’s the Christians that | know. Christians give of
their money to help the needy. Hospitals and
schools have been established because of the love
for fellow man. Christians give their life for others.

The societal worldview will preach love, joy, and
peace. Love everyone, do what gives you joy, and
harm no one. It will be preached from news outlets
and pseudo news organizations all day long until a
Christian says something that is contrary to the
social consensus. Our society then attacks and
goes against the very foundation that their own
worldview is based upon which is to respect all
beliefs.

“If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right
hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall
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appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
Mortify therefore your members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and covetousness, which is
idolatry: For which things' sake the wrath of God
cometh on the children of disobedience:”
(Colossians 3:1-6)

Our societal consensus supports those things in
verse 5 which are contrary to Christianity.

Christians may feel the wrath of the world when we
speak out against those things, but verse 6 says that
the wrath of God will come upon those that do those
things.

What is the Christian to do? Our overwhelming love
for others compels us to warn them of sinful lifestyle
though our love is perceived as hate.

‘In the which ye also walked some time, when ye
lived in them. But now ye also put off all these;
anger,  wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy
communication out of your mouth. Lie not one to
another, seeing that ye have put off the old man with
his deeds; And have put on the new man, which is
renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created him:” (Colossians 3:7-10)

The Christian is to put away lying, anger, wrath,
blasphemy and filthy communication. Before you
were saved, you did those things. The Christian
doesn't.

“Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision
nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor
free: but Christ is all, and in all.” (Colossians 3:11)

Contrary to how we are portrayed, Christians have
always believed in equal rights.

“Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness
of mind, meekness, longsuffering; Forbearing one
another, and forgiving one another, if any man have
a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so
also do ye. And above all these things put on charity,
which is the bond of perfectness. And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful.” (Colossians
3:12-15)

That’s what Christianity is. We forgive and we give.

The Arise Shine

The Christian worldview is based on two
foundational principles: God exists, and God has
spoken to us in the Bible. If these two
presuppositions aren’t the starting point in a
Christian worldview, then we're just like everyone
else, trying to find a definitive right and wrong in a
vast ocean of opinions. Basically, what we have with
social consensus is what happened to the Israelites
a couple generations after conquering the Promised
Land: “...but every man did that which was right in
his own eyes.” (Judges 17:6). People believed, ‘I
feel that it is right so then it must be right.” The
people abandoned God, and within two generations
they were doing what was evil in the sight of God.
But the Bible must be our source for morality.
Without it, we are like a ship adrift in the ocean with
no wind or compass to guide us.

At the end of the Sermon on the Mount, our Lord said
these words:

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, | will liken him unto a wise
man, which built his house upon a rock: And the rain
descended, and the floods came, and the winds
blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: for it
was founded upon a rock.” (Matthew 7:24, 25)

The Word of God, the Bible, is the only rock upon
which to build morality. People look at Christianity’s
inflexibility as negative while the world’s changing
belief system is lifted up to be morally superior. Our
God changes not. We have a sure foundation that
we can build our life upon.

“For I am the LORD, | change not;...” (Malachi 3:6)

What is right and wrong? What is truth? What is
morality and ethics? Christians believe that moral
norms come from God’s nature or essence. Every
ethical system contains some grain of the truth found
in the Christian code, but no other system can claim
to be the whole truth, handed down as an absolute
from God to humanity.

| have to admit | like the literary genre of dystopian
fiction. | have always been drawn towards these
types of stories and at first it seems like it would be
contrary to my Christian nature. But | realize why |
like them so much. A dystopian future is far more
accurate than a utopian future.
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If the secular humanist are correct then man should
be evolving to higher forms. Our society should also
evolve along with man. There should be less crime.
However, crime is as prevalent as ever. There are
famines and oppressive societies. People are still
slaves even in America. People commit suicide and
kill others. Poverty is rampant and thousands still
die of malnutrition each year. | can see firsthand the
results of godlessness from what | see in the public
schools.

We have a tendency to look at man’s
accomplishments and say how advanced and
intelligent we are, but if the evolutionists and atheist
are right, our society should be getting better not
worse. Not only will there always be sin among
societies but as the society demonizes and
demoralizes and eliminates God from the society,
societal problems will increase and we will resemble
the dystopian societies that we see in fiction. Look
at the Nazi’'s and communists.

What if Jesus was never born and no one served the
one true God. What would the world look like? That
is the way that many people would have it.

The concept of universal human rights and equality
comes exclusively from the biblical idea that all
people are created in the image of God. Women
gained rights under Christianity. Because of Jesus’
example, Christians value and protect children. The
early church accepted slaves as members and
slaves participated equally in worship and the
community and were afforded contract and property
rights. Christians were the first people in history to
systematically oppose slavery. Slavery was ended
mainly by Christian activists. Missionary followers of
Jesus are credited with stopping cannibalism in
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many primitive societies. Jesus emphasized helping
the neediest of our society so Christians have been
the primary force for charity in the world. Christians
have been leaders in education. Children's reading
texts emphasized biblical literacy for the first 200
years in America. Harvard, for example, was
founded on this statement: “Let every student be
plainly instructed, and earnestly pressed to consider
well, the main end of his life and studies is, to know
God and Jesus Christ which is eternal life, John
17:3.” Many great scientific discoveries were by
Christian scientists. Christianity is based on the
notion that there exists a rational God who is the
source of rational truth.

The Christian says that you hurt me then I will forgive
you. The Christian says everyone is a creation of
God and deserves to be treated with respect and
kindness. The Christian says that God loves you no
matter what you’ve done. He looks past your wound
and scars and your hurt. Christians say that there is
a love that is pure and accepting. It is an
unconditional love. This love will accept you despite
your sins and failures. This unconditional love
caused God to send His only Son to die for those
past hurts, mistakes, sins, and pain.

“In whom we have redemption through his blood,
even the forgiveness of sins: 15 Who is the image of
the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 16
For by him were all things created, that are in
heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible,
whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:” (Colossians 1:14- 16)

K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator,
Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region
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