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Brother Nkunda
“baptizing in Rwanda

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father,
and of the:Son, and of the Holy Ghost:"
(Matthew28:19)
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From the Desk of. ..
James C. Nabors, General Overseer

‘Pictured above
and to the left are
children  from
our orphanage in
Rwanda, who
often  struggle
with hunger and
depend on your
prayers and
support.  Let’s
continue to give
to missions,
spread the
gospel of Christ
and build The
! Church of God!

James C. Nabors, General Overseer
P. O. Box 4578, Cleveland, TN 37320 e (423) 339-9876
www.thechurchofgod.nete www.la-iglesiadedios.netewww.the-churchofgod.org

The Arise Shine is an official publication of The Church of God with James. C. Nabors, General Overseer, Editor and
Publisher; K. Scott Hatton, Assistant Editor and Publishing Committee Chairman. Those desiring information or
wishing to submit articles or testimonies for publication may contact the Assistant Editor at the following E-mail
address: kscotthatton@yahoo.com. All materials submitted are subject to editing without notification and become the
property of The Church of God and will not be returned. Visit us on-line at www.thechurchofgod.net or at www.la-
iglesiadedios.net.
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The "Mindset” of The Godly

James C. Nabors, General Overseer of The Church of God
“Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).

“And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God”

Today’s society, including the
religious world, has little
thought of the “perfect will of
God.” Most are content in
knowing what the Scripture
says—if they can continue in
their present walk or lifestyle,
without fully conforming to the
perfect will of God. The
“mindset” of this world with all
of its fast-paced, fast-changing
transformation has little regard
for His will for their lives, for the
here and now and even the world
to come.

The apostle Paul stated: “And be
not conformed to this world: but
be ye transformed....” This
statement not only refers to us
not conforming to the world’s
view of sins and iniquities, but it
also speaks clearly and directly
to the Christian’s relationship
and  perspective of not
conforming to the worldly,
secular manner of thinking. The
more we are in this world, the
more that we are a part of this
world, the more it has an effect
on our thought processes. It is a
natural progression for our
being—our mind—to be
affected by our background, our
upbringing, our life experiences,
our learning. These influences
The Arise Shine

(Romans 12:2).

set the pattern for much, if not
all, of our reasoning ability.
Allow me to share with you;
however, our subjective and
even our objective reasoning can
be flawed. Therefore, it is
paramount for us to know how to
think, letting His “mindset”
control our every move.

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever
things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there
be any praise, think on these
things” (Philippians 4:8).

Paul clearly states what children
of God are to think about and
what thoughts should be in our
minds. This is the “mindset” of
godly people or it should be.

However, because we have
approached the end-times and
because time is winding down, it
is easy (even for a Christian) for
our thought process or our mind
to become confused and
disoriented. We can walk away
or be desensitized to the
“transformation” of what we

3

have received from God and
once again we will need our
minds  “transformed”  into
“..what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of
God.” Human reasoning and
human understanding, no matter
how plausible it may sound, will
at times run us aground. Why is
this? “For my thoughts are not
your thoughts, neither are your
ways my ways, saith the LORD”
(Isaiah 55:8).

Human reasoning, which finds
itself outside the realm of divine
revelation (which can only come
through the Holy Ghost), cannot
bring us unto a perfect man. Man
simply cannot attain the
“mindset” of Christ without the
power of His Spirit leading and
guiding.

The apostle Peter is a prime
example of allowing his own
personal convictions to lead him
away from the “mindset” of
Christ. His convictions
concerning “unclean” beasts,
fowls and creeping things was a
true conviction under the law,
but did not bring into account or
totally disregarded the
dispensation of grace ushered in
by Christ. The voice of the Lord
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spoke clearly unto Peter
“...What God hath cleansed,
that call not thou common”
(Acts 10:15). It is clear from
reading the rest of this passage
that Peter surrendered fully unto
the will of God and changed his
“mindset.”

Allow me to say again, human
reasoning of what we might
think to be correct must be
placed under the microscope of
the Word of God and if human
reasoning will not pass the test
of the Spirit, we would do well
to surrender our will to His will.
God will ultimately have it no
other way. Any time that there is
a departure from God’s revealed
truth (by what we humanly
think), then there must be a
renewing of our minds to bring
us back from the spirit of error to
the way of truth.

What we, in The Church of God,
have recently passed through
was the arm of flesh wanting to
once again take control of the
Body of Christ. Subtle signs of a
departure, as well as determined
efforts, were being made to
place human reasoning over the
will of God—once again,
forgetting that God’s ways are
much higher than our ways.
Human reasoning based solely
in the flesh will always fight
against the Spirit of God. When
man chooses to reject God’s
Word to follow the majority or
to secure his position of power,
be assured this is not the
“mindset” of Christ. Man may
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attempt to change the Word of
God by human reasoning or to
destroy God’s Word or even
give part of the message, but
incomplete versions or just
giving part of the message is not
what Christ commanded the
Church to do. We are under the
mandate of the Head of The
Church of God “...to declare
unto you all the counsel of God”
(Acts 20:27). Anything short of
this would not be pleasing unto
God. This last attempt to derail
The Church of God was nothing
new from the enemy. This has
always been his plan. By this we
know that we are in the closing
days, maybe even the closing
hours of this age. We must have
our minds set on Christ! We
cannot simply refrain from the
world’s view or the sins that
would beset us, but we must
have a renewing of the mind so
complete that we stay in the
divine revelation of God. Be
assured, Church of God, that
Satan is going to, and is,
attacking all that is righteous and
holy. If he can turn brother
against brother, he will. If he can
turn family against family, he
will. If he can turn member
against member, he will. Much
of his trickery simply comes
through confusion, deception
and small increments of us
departing from the truth. Our
former General Overseer once
stated: “The world is full of false
teachers who are ‘deceiving and
being deceived.” Many of them
were first given the truth and
possibly had a divine revelation

from God concerning the truth
about the Church, but their own
lusts for a religion of
convenience turned their heads
and now they are proclaiming
the ‘virtues’ of a ‘new way’ that
has no restraints.” This is
certainly what our generation
has and is continuing to
experience. But The Church of
God must believe and not only
believe, but practice the whole
counsel of God that has been
rightly divided and revealed
through the Holy Ghost. We
must forever find ourselves in
the “old paths” which will lead
us to Glory!

Church of God, if your mind is
not set, now is the time to
purpose in your heart to be
renewed in your spirit. There are
wonderful things just ahead. The
Holy Ghost is still leading the
great Church of God! The
doctrine has not changed, His
truths are eternal and we must
remember that His Spirit is fluid.
We must be willing to surrender,
submit and have a mind change,
if needed, to follow His every
command.

The sheep are hearing His voice,
His Spirit is calling. Let us be in
the mind of Christ to be ready to
obey His every command. “Let
this mind [Christ’s mind] be in
you...” that all men might see
the unity of the membership of
The Church of God and desire to
have what we embrace.
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Happy Good Friday?

Amy R. Hatton, General ABM/VLB/WMB Coordinator

Happy Good Friday! What a strange greeting. That’s like saying happy death day.
Is it peculiar for Christians to celebrate the day when Jesus was beaten, crowned
with thorns, carried His cross up Golgotha, nailed through His hands and feet, and
left to die? It sounds gruesome, violent, sad, and horrific. ﬁ

—

Through natural eyes it was everything from heartbreaking to gory. Yet, through spiritual eyes, it
encompasses no greater beauty or act of love.

We cannot celebrate Easter without acknowledging the crucifixion. “Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

We cannot experience eternal life without encountering Christ’s death on the cross.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord”
(Romans 6:23).

We cannot witness healing without accepting Jesus’s suffering. “But he was wounded for our
transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and
with his stripes we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

So yes, I would conclude that “Happy Good Friday!” is an appropriate greeting for saints who have
experienced the blessing of the cross. The crucifixion is beautiful because it’s only the beginning
of the story. Jesus is no longer on the cross suffering. He no longer resides in a tomb. He lives
forever more!!!

“Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, And that he was buried, and that he rose
again the third day according to the scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:3b-4).

The renewal, hope, and eternal life of Easter comes from the pain, sacrifice, and cross of Good
Friday. Today should be a happy day for all believers!

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Happy Good Friday!
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As He Said

“He is not here: for he is risen, as he said.”
(Matthew 28:26a). This Easter season we
rejoice in the miracle of Christ’s
resurrection! The empty tomb changed
everything for Christianity, allowing us to
boldly approach the throne of grace and
become God’s sons and daughters.
Rightfully, Easter messages emphasize the
first part of the scripture, “He is not here: for
he is risen.”

But equally important is the ending of the
passage of scripture, “as he said.” With
three small words, “as he said,” Jesus
fulfilled thousands of years of prophecies
and promises! In fact, the resurrection is the
greatest promise ever fulfilled. “4s He
said!”

The lyrics to an old song say, “God said it. 1
believe it. That settles it.” But I’ll take it one
step further and profess, “God said it. That
settles it!” Our belief is good. Our faith is
pleasing to the Lord. But frankly, it doesn’t
matter if we believe it or not! If God said it,
it 1s so! Our faith, or lack thereof, doesn’t

amount to anything if God said it! He doesn’t
need us. His word stands ALONE!

Have you ever felt God’s promises slipping
through your fingertips? Whatever God

promised you, and whatever the enemy does
to come between you and God’s promise,
you aren’t alone. Remember this, “The Lord
is not slack concerning his promise.” Peter
was referring to the second coming of the
Lord. Yet, be assured that God is not slack
(negligent, neglectful, lax) concerning ANY
of His promises.

Does God break His promises? No! He
stands by them. He stands with them. In time
(God’s, not ours), He fulfills them. Usually,
at a time when He gets the most glory out of
the situation. When things seem
impossible... God steps in! “For with God
nothing shall be impossible” (Luke 1:37).
Don’t give up on the brink of your miracle.
God keeps His promises! There is power in
the Word of God!

“He is risen, as he said.” Christ spoke the
words of His own resurrection into
existence; and death, hell, the grave, and all
forces of nature could not hold Him down!!!
“He is risen, as he said.” Daily we can walk
in boldness and confidence in the same three
words, “As He said!!!” God answers His
promises! Happy Easter!

Amy Ranee Hatton
General ABM Coordinator

The Arise Shine
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The Hand of God

K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator, Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region

“Thus saith the LORD, The
heaven is my throne, and the
earth is my footstool: where is
the house that ye build unto me?
and where is the place of my
rest? For all those things hath
mine hand made, and all those things have been,
saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even
to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at my word. ” (Isaiah 66:1-2)

In Isaiah, we see the greatness of God. He is not
like the thousands of made-up gods that man has
created throughout history. He’s not made of wood
or stone. God is not made by man, but man is made
by God. He is the Creator. God said that He made
all these things by His hand, everything you see
and all that you don’t see!

It is estimated that there are between 100 billion
and 200 billion galaxies in the universe. Some say
it could be ten times that. That shows you that man
in all of his knowledge knows very little about how
truly great God is. Scientists have estimated the
number of stars as 1 with 24 zeros behind it. They
don’t know the exact number. Man cannot even
come close to measuring His greatness. However,
all is made by His mighty hand! And what’s more
amazing is that though He is the almighty God,
Creator of Heaven and earth, He knows you.

“...but to this man will | look, even to him that is
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my
word.”

God is saying, “Earth is just my footstool, you
can’t build a house that can contain me, yet I notice
you.” Even the poor, even the man that has been
humbled by his own failures, God pays attention
to us. He knows us. That’s the theme throughout
the entire Bible. From Genesis 1:1, “In the

The Arise Shine

beginning God created the heaven and the earth. ”
To the last verse in Revelations. All throughout the
Bible it speaks of His greatness, while at the same
time the Bible describes Him as a loving God who
knows you personally. That’s why Jesus is referred
to as the Son of God and other times as the Son of
Man. The Son of God shows His divinity (In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God...All things were
made by him; and without him was not any thing
made that was made) and The Son of Man shows
that He came to earth and humbled Himself to
have a personal close relationship with you.

It’s hard for people to understand. We either think
of God as the Creator of the Universe that’s too big
to care for the petty affairs of man, or we think,
because He cares for man, He is not big enough to
take care of our problems. The Psalmist had this
conflict.

“When | consider thy heavens, the work of thy
fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast
ordained; 4 What is man, that thou art mindful of
him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him?”
(Psalms 8:3)

He asked, “What is man?” To answer, “What is
man?”, you really need to answer, Who is God?
Mankind is defined by who God is. Man is a
creation of God. In fact, you are a special
personalized creation of God. Something that is
handmade often means far more than something
that is mass-produced. It’s sentimental. A parent
will often keep and proudly display a drawing or a
poem from their child. It may look like a mess to
anyone else, but if your child makes a handmade
present and gives it to you, then it’s precious to
you. Why? Because it is a unique creation by the
hands of the little one that we love. | have heard all
of my life the world say a similar message, “You
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are special”. But the world says you are special
apart from God. The world says everyone is good
just the way you are, you don’t need to change, and
you can do what you want. In order to refute this
humanistic philosophy, preachers will often
preach how man is nothing, and compared to God
that is true. But both beliefs are not accurate. Yes,
compared to God, we are nothing, but because we
are His creation, we are of great value. Something
has value based on several things. Who made it?
The quality of the work, and how much is it
desired.

And we are fearfully and wonderfully made by a
loving God. We know that we are loved because
Jesus died for us. Because God so loved the world,
Jesus left the comforts of heaven, took upon the
weakness of flesh, and suffered on the cross.
Because He loved us, He gave us worth. Our worth
is defined by His greatness. Every achievement
man has is because of His greatness. You might
say, “Brother Hatton, I don’t feel like a special
creation of God.” How many are in constant pain?
How many have difficulty getting out of bed in the
morning because of that pain? How many have
diabetes or high blood pressure? Are your eyes
dim? Do you have difficulty hearing? Do you feel
like when God made you it was like a 5-year-old
making pottery, made with love, but not quite
right? Do you feel like a misshapen vessel? Do you
feel like God colored outside the lines when He
formed you? Know this, you are still precious to
God despite your weakness, frailty, despite your
shortcomings and your scars! Also know that God
is a healer. He can heal your body.

“The word which came to Jeremiah from the
LORD, saying, Arise, and go down to the potter's
house, and there | will cause thee to hear my
words. Then | went down to the potter's house,
and, behold, he wrought a work on the wheels. And
the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the
hand of the potter: so he made it again another
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.
Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying, O
house of Israel, cannot | do with you as this potter?
saith the LORD. Behold, as the clay is in the
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potter's hand, so are ye in mine hand, O house of
Israel.” (Jeremiah 18:1-6)

God has healing power! By our Lord’s stripes, we
can be healed. But more importantly, He can
reshape you spiritually. He’s got power over fear.
He’s got power over sadness. He can reshape your
doubt. It doesn’t matter what you’re going
through, God can reshape you and make your life
stronger and better than you can possibly imagine.
Even if by your own actions you make a mess of
your life, God’s hand can reshape you if you allow
Him. God can take the confusion and chaos of your
life and make order of it. Give over to Him and
allow Him to shape you. Submit your will to Him
and let His hands make you and shape you into the
image of Christ.

We are not only precious because we are a creation
of God made by His hands, but we are created in
His image. Every person is created in His image.
Christians have been the ones that have been the
champions of the underdog. True Christians have
always fought against racism, slavery, and class
systems. Christians have fought for the little ones
born with birth defects and the mentally ill because
we know that all are created in the image of God.
Being created in His image means that our nature
is like His. God’s nature is to love, forgive, have
compassion for, and mankind has same basic
nature. Even the sinner can love, forgive and have
compassion. But also, when man creates, he is
being like God. It’s God’s nature to design, build,
beautify, create, bring together, and Ilift up.
Whether man is creating art, music, poetry,
designing or decorating buildings, he is being like
God. However, it’s Satan’s nature to destroy and
to tear down. Satan destroys lives and
relationships. Even buildings reflect the
wickedness of the people that live in them. Areas
of cities that have high crime are dirty with trash
everywhere. The buildings are dilapidated with
graffiti. There’s no upkeep—few care. Crime is
rampant and lives get destroyed. When riots occur,
property gets destroyed for the sake of destroying.
Everyone is created in God’s image, but the deeper
a person gets into sin, the more man’s Godly image
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is marred and suppressed. Don’t you want to be
more like Christ? Don’t you want to make peace
and bring people together? Every man is created in
God’s image, and the more that we are like Christ,
the more that we will have His nature, a nature that
cares for our fellow man.

God cares for every heartache that you go through.
Though the scripture says, “For by him
were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or
powers” (Colossians 1:16), the Almighty Creator
is mindful of you. That means He knows you. He
is aware of what you go through. He knows each
time that you are happy, sad, and fearful.

Compared to God, we are insignificant yet because
of His greatness, you have great value. | am not
just talking about the child of God. God cares for
every single person on earth whether they believe
in Him or not. Even if they worship false gods, He
cares for them. How do we know? Because He sent
His only begotten Son to die for their sins. Don’t
ever think that God doesn’t care what you are
going through. If you think that then you are
diminishing His greatness, that God is not strong
enough to care. If you think that God doesn’t care
about you, then you’re saying that His love is not
big enough for you. You’re making Jesus dying on
the cross of none effect.

“Thus saith God the LORD, he that created the
heavens, and stretched them out; he that spread
forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it;
he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and
spirit to them that walk therein: | the LORD have
called thee in righteousness, and will hold thine
hand, and will keep thee...” (I1saiah 42:5-6)

God said that He will hold your hand and keep you.
Do we comprehend what this is saying? The
Maker of the Universe said that He will personally
hold your hand. The One that gave you the breath
of life has also given you His spirit to walk in
righteousness. How great is our God! Words
cannot express. If you are a child of God, you

The Arise Shine

should never feel alone, and if you do, then
remember those words, “...will hold thine hand,
and will keep thee, and give thee for a covenant of
the people, for a light of the Gentiles; To open the
blind eyes, to bring out the prisoners from the
prison, and them that sit in darkness out of the
prison house. ” (Isaiah 42:6-7)

We have a responsibility. We are to be a light to
the world. We are to open the spiritual blind of the
world to the light of Jesus. We are to take others
by the hand and lead them to Jesus. Preachers often
ask the congregation to take someone by the hand,
at least they did up until 2019 BC. That’s Before
Covid. We take another’s hand to show love. We
take people by the hand to give comfort. People
hold another’s hand for protection. People hold
hands for guidance. People hold another’s hands to
show that they are not alone. A person that has
trouble seeing or walking will often need someone
to hold their hand and guide them. Every once in a
while, when | have a difficult day, my wife Amy
will take her hand and place it on my shoulder.
Every time she does that my stress level
immediately goes down. It works every time. How
much more special is it when you get touched by
the hand of God? And since God Has placed His
Spirit on us and in us, we have a responsibility to
the blind and the prisoners. As He’s holding our
hand, we are to take others by the hand and lead
them out of the prisons that they’re in. We’re to
take the blind by the hand and guide them to Jesus,
the light of the world.

“Fear thou not; for | am with thee: be not
dismayed; for | am thy God: | will strengthen thee;
yea, | will help thee; yea, | will uphold thee with
the right hand of my righteousness. ”” (Isaiah 41:10)

Because He is righteous, it is His nature to hold
our hand in the day of trouble. He said, “Fear thou
not”. We shouldn’t fear because of that. God
knows when there’s danger for us. We may not
know all the problems in life, but He does, and
He’1l look out for us. God holds our hand as our
guide and our protector. But you might say,
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“Brother Hatton, you don’t know what I am going
through.” You’re right. I don’t know, but God
knows. Trust that He’s there for you and well able
to take you by the hand and lead you out of
whatever darkness that’s surrounding you. It’s just
like you would hold a young child’s hand in a
parking lot. Because of their height, drivers cannot
see them, and because of their height, they cannot
see cars moving. They are not aware of the dangers
all around them because they don’t have an
understanding of the dangers. We are also like a
little child walking through the dangers of this life.
We don’t know what the future holds. We don’t
have the ability to see the problems around us or
the intellect to save ourselves. But your Heavenly
Father leads us where we should go if we allow
Him too. He sees the danger before we do, and He
will pull us out of the way of harm and hold us by
His right hand, carrying us if He needs to.

“Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that
it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot
hear: ” (Isaiah 59:1)

His hand is not shortened. He is well able to reach
you where you are. As we age, our hands grow
weak, stricken with arthritis and wrinkled.
However, God’s hands never tire. The Psalmist
knew that there is no place that God’s hand could
not reach.

“If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if |
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. If |
take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the
uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me .
(Psalms 139:8-10)

What comforting words. God’s hand will lead you.
God’s hand will hold you. He will lead where we
should go in life just like the scripture said that He
took the Israelites by the hand and led them out of
Egypt. (Hebrews 8:9)

If you are in bondage, take Him by the hand. If you
are oppressed, suppressed, repressed or depressed,
take Him by the hand. Let Him lead you and guide
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you out of captivity. He can even lead you and
guide you out of the captivity of sickness. His hand
has the power to heal. When the leper came to
Jesus and asked for healing, it says that He was
“moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and
touched him.” Jesus said, “I will; be thou clean”
and immediately the man was healed of leprosy.
(Mark 1:39-42) When Peter’s mother-in-law was
laying dying with a high fever, Jesus “took her by
the hand, and lifted her up; and immediately the
fever left her.” (Mark 1:29-32) Then Jarius, a ruler
of the synagogue, came to Jesus and asked Him to
heal his 12-year-old daughter because she was
dying. He left with the man and while on the way,
a servant from Jarius’ house met them and said that
his daughter died. Jesus told him to not be afraid,
but believe. When they arrived, the people were in
mourning, crying greatly. Jesus said, “Why make
ye this ado, and weep? the damsel is not dead, but
sleepeth.” The people laughed Him to scorn. Then
Jesus put everyone out except the disciples that
were with Him and the girl’s mother and father.

“And he took the damsel by the hand, and said
unto  her, Talitha cumi; which is, being
interpreted, Damsel, | say unto thee, arise. And
straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she
was of the age of twelve years. And they were
astonished with a great astonishment.” (Mark
5:41-42)

Everything that Jesus did was of great
significance. Could Jesus have spoken the Word
and the girl rise from the dead? Absolutely! He
could’ve spoken the Word just like He told
Lazarus to come forth, but He took her by the
hand. Jesus could have just said to the leper, “Be
thou clean” and the leprosy would’ve had no
choice but to leave Him, but Jesus touched Him.
No one would touch a person with leprosy,
especially being a Jew in that time period, but
Jesus did. | believe that He’s trying to teach us
something. It was forbidden for the Israelites to
touch the unclean or dead. | believe that He’s
telling us this morning that we should take the
undesirables by the hand and lead them to Christ.
| believe that He is telling us that if we view
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ourselves as undesirable that He has no problem
taking us by the hand and restoring us. Take Him
by the hand and believe! If spiritually you are dead
inside, take hold of His and rise up and walk! If
you have a sickness or disease today, He can heal
you! He died so you can be healed.

Those very same hands that created the universe
came to earth as a man to die for the sins of man.
When they put Him on the cross, they took those
blessed hands, the same hands that healed the
lepers, the hands that opened the blind eyes, the
same hands that raised the dead, those hands were
nailed to a cross, but then He rose from the dead
three days later and appeared to the disciples
except for Thomas and showed them His pierced
hands. When the disciples told Thomas, Thomas
said that he wouldn’t believe it unless he saw
Jesus’ nailed scarred hands himself. Then Jesus
appeared to him and said to Thomas:

“...Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands;
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my
side: and be not faithless, but believing. And

Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and
my God.” (John 20:27-28)

Thomas got a divine revelation of who Jesus was.
Thomas had to do something. He had to reach out
and believe, and if you want a touch from the
Master, you must do something. You must reach
out in faith and take hold of Him. If you do not
know the Lord, then take Him by the hand in faith,
believe that He is the Son of God that will forgive
you of your sins and give you life. It’s not too late
if you don’t know Him. You may feel that you do
not have the strength to take Him by the hand. That
because of sin, your hand is weak and drawn up,
but just as He said to the man with the withered
hand, He is saying stretch out your hand in faith
and be made whole! He healed the woman with the
issue of blood. She had to stretch out in faith with
her hand and touch the hem of His garment.

“They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any
deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” (Mark
16:18)
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The work in Mexico is consistently growing under the leadership of National Overseer Serapio Caamal! On the
back page and above are photographs from a regional convention that was held in the city of San Felipe Qroo from
April 7 to April 9, 2023. Let's pray for the safety of our members and ministers as they continue to reach out to a
field that is ripe for harvest in Mexico.

The Arise Shine
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