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From the Desk of. ..

James C. Nabors, General Overseer

Congratulations Graduates- Hats off to all of our graduates! What a wonderful accomplishment to pass to the next grade or to
graduate from elementary, junior high, high school, higher learning or college. You have worked hard for this advancement in
studies and we applaud you. Also, congratulations are in order for our students of our Sunday School who have been promoted to
another level. God bless each student as well as our dedicated teachers in secular education as well as our churches. It is our prayer
that you use your skills and knowledge in some way for Christ and The Church of God.

Mothers & Fathers- We hope all of our mothers and fathers had a wonderful day in the Lord. May the Lord bless you in your
faithfulness in standing and teaching your children about Christ and His Church.

Words of Christ: “I [Jesus] must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work”
(John 9: 4).

Thank You: Thank you for your efforts concerning the March World Mission drive. A special thank you to our General
Missionary Coordinator, Sister Ashley Pope, for her hard work and dedication to Missions. May God continue to bless and multiply
these funds.

General Assembly: The Church of God 118" General Assembly will be conducted in Cleveland Tennessee. Date: August 31-
September 1, 2024 and the location is the Bradley Health Office 2910 Peerless Rd., Cleveland, TN 37312.

Pray for our Committees: All of our standing committees are very important and they need God’s guidance and direction to do
their work. Two of these committees bear an exceptionally heavy load of responsibility in presenting matters to the Church at the
General Assembly for its consideration: the Questions and Subjects and the Ways and Means Committees. Let us hold these brethren
up in prayer and fasting that God will direct them in their work.

Regional Conventions: Please be a participant in prayer and attendance for our Regional Conventions. June 22-23, 2024.

Take “It” And Keep “It” The Church of God: We must take “it” and keep “it” The Church of God in all holiness and truth. As
we continue to grow, persecution and opposition may increase, but these circumstances cannot altar the plan of God. The Church
of God’s mission, that was given to her by Jesus Christ, will be completed. Let us be everything that our God expects us to be.
These are exciting and challenging times and we must be ready to move as the Holy Ghost prompts or dictates. Our past General
Assembly theme stated, “REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST... SECURE’S US IN OUR FUTURE...!!!” Surely the Bridegroom
is at the door. Every member perfected, every member ready—no spots/no wrinkles. Will you be ready? Yes, The Church of God
will be ready by God’s amazing grace.

REVIVALS TODAY: One of our former Ministers, Brother Wiley Brickey who has since gone on to Glory wrote:

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever
and ever” (Daniel 12:3). “BEHOLD, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither his ear heavy, that it cannot
hear” (Isaiah 59:1). Revivals have to be worked up, prayed up, and talked up. The Church has to decide that they want it. We can
start in different ways: fasting, prayer meetings, etc. The mission sisters can start praying or the Victory Leaders Band can begin
meeting for prayer. The pastor needs to promote it also. There needs to be a lot of prayer and fasting before a preacher is called to
come for revival. There needs to be visiting and talking to people about the needs of the Church, the city, and the neighborhood.
There must be concern for lost souls, lost loved ones, and for the reclaiming of those who once knew the Lord but have lost out. The
Church needs to get more on fire for the lost. The love of the Lord will cause people to do what is necessary to see the lost saved.
People who see that the need is great will give money to see a great revival come forth in their Church. People who win souls are
wise and will shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they who turn many to righteousness as the stars forever and ever! Is
this not what it is all about? Souls, souls, souls! When Zion travails souls will be born in these revivals and made holy and filled
with the Holy Ghost. The time for revival is today. Souls are in great danger of hell fire.

James C. Nabors, General Overseer
P. O. Box 4578, Cleveland, TN 37320 e (423) 339-9876
www.thechurchofgod.nete www.la-iglesiadedios.netewww.the-churchofgod.org

The Arise Shine is an official publication of The Church of God with James. C. Nabors, General Overseer, Editor and Publisher;
K. Scott Hatton, Assistant Editor and Publishing Committee Chairman. Those desiring information or wishing to submit articles
or testimonies for publication may contact the Assistant Editor at the following E-mail address: kscotthatton@yahoo.com. All
materials submitted are subject to editing without notification and become the property of The Church of God and will not be
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REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST...
SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!

(James C. Nabors, General Overseer of The Church of God ANNUAL ADDRESS To the 117t General
Assembly of The Church of God 2023 Part 3)

SAIL ON OH CHURCH OF GOD!!!

“For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us; Having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself
of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might
reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain
the enmity thereby:” (Ephesians 2:14-16).

It has been in the mind of God, before the foundation of the
world that He would take of the Jew and the Gentile and make
“one new man.” He was not going to just bring them to the
saving knowledge of Christ, but ultimately to the Body of
Christ, to make them one! This, which Christ has done, is still
yet today a great mystery. Why, because there are so many
varying beliefs and opinions in the denominational and
independent system today. Itis a true statement as long as men
are free to make choices; they will disagree on certain issues.
Men simply cannot agree, unless there is a force, a catalyst that
unites them to a common purpose or goal. | believe this to be
true in all sectors of life, including religion.

When a concise study is made of the time when Christ set the
Church in order around 28 AD, you will find that division did
exist in religion. In the Buddhist religion and the Hindu
religion there are differing beliefs. In the Jewish religion, there
are different sects. In the religious arena outside the Church,
there is unlimited division; denominations without number.
Again, men seemingly cannot agree, especially on religion.
There are so many opinions, thoughts and theories. Again, free
men will have differences of opinion and will have divisions.

Bishop A. J. Tomlinson stated, that “division is brought on by
sedition. Paul designates [seditions] as a work of the flesh, but
it is so closely connected with heresy that | judge it necessary
to give it some attention. The word defined means simply; the
stirring up of opposition to lawful authority... It is our purpose
to be on the watchtower and ready to meet any seditionary that
may make his appearance. In giving instructions relative to this
subject Paul says, ‘Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them
which cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine
which ye have learned; and avoid them. (Turn away from
them) “For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus
Christ...and by good words and fair speeches deceive the
hearts of the simple.” A seditious person, then, is to be avoided,
because he is dangerous to good government and a hindrance
to the blessed work of Christ and does not serve him in Truth.”
(A.J. Tomlinson’s Annual Address)
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To show further that this is a correct statement after The Church
of God had been organized around 28 A.D. Iranis had listed
some 20 differing beliefs concerning Christ’s doctrine and His
teachings. | want you to note that this was long before the
Church plunged into the Dark Ages. By the year 304 A.D., it
was divided into some 80 different factions (denominations)
and beliefs; and the Lord only knows how many
denominational factions and independent groups exist today.
Someone gets mad in this church, gets offended in this church
and leaves and starts an independent work.

Allow me to ask the question; is this what God intended or
wants even yet today? No!

World religions can be divided. The Jews can be divided.
Mainline denominations can be divided. Groups calling
themselves Church of God, with prefixes and suffixes and
different variations to this name can be divided. In fact, there
is no Scripture stating that they are to be united.

However, it was conceived in the mind of God, even before the
foundation of the world that God’s Church, God’s
people...would be united in “one new man.” We call, you and
I call, and God calls this, “one new man” the Body of Christ,
the church of the Living God, The Church of God! “Having
abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself
of twain one new man, so making peace;” (Ephesians 2:15). It
was out of this hostility that existed between the Jew and
Gentile that He would take the two and make “one new man.”

“And if a kingdom be divided against itself, that kingdom
cannot stand. And if a house be divided against itself, that
house cannot stand” (Mark 3:24, 25). The words of Christ,
Himself are telling us that what we see in the religious world
today is wrong; something is amiss in the denominational
world. This chaos, this debauchery, this division just should
not be. Something is wrong when men cannot agree on the
things of God.

We, in The Church of God must, I said “we must” Keep and
Guard THE FAITH at all cost! We must ever fight against
disunity. Why? Because there will be a day when all of God’s
children, His sheep will see, will comprehend, that His people
are to operate as “one new man.”

“And he gave some, apostles, and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of
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the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:” (Ephesians
4:11-13).

What is unity? It is difficult to find unity in any form or arena
today, whether in the academics, secular, political or religious
world. Yet, the Bible declares that Christ came; He gave His
life for us, He gave His life for the Church. Why? “Till we all
come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of
the fulness of Christ.:”” (Ephesians 4:13).

Someone may ask you, what faith are you? Our response
should be; “There is only one Faith” mentioned in the Word of
God, One Faith, Only One Lord, Only One doctrine. Sure,
there are varying beliefs of man, but only ONE FAITH!

“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3). One Faith!
Earnestly, sincerely contend for the One Faith! Jude says: | beg
of you to earnestly (sincerely) contend, struggle for the Faith.
Now it is interesting to note that the same word is used side by
side in this verse of Scripture; the words earnestly and contend.
Jude was actually saying and it would do no harm to the
Scripture by saying, “and exhort you that ye should struggle,
struggle for the faith,” The Faith, the one faith; not all the
varying factions that we have today; but “the faith” “one faith.”
Struggle, struggle for The Faith.

The Apostle Paul stated; “Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:”
(Ephesians 4:13). Unto a perfect man; that’s that man, “the one
man”, the Body of Christ.

This, which Paul is writing about, is that God is going to take
of the Jews and the Gentiles and make “one new man.” To
have this “one new man,” someone is going to have to struggle,
contend for that, “one new man!”

We could be like all the others out there, the newest
denomination on the block unless we struggle, unless we stand
our ground. Someone must hold the TRUTH! We have
espoused the cause to be The Church of God! Not simply
because we say, that we are The Church of God, makes us The
Church, but The Church of God must fit all prophecies past,
those prophecies around us now that are unfolding and then all
future prophecies. We must embrace, espouse, practice, keep,
adhere to and come under covenant to all of God’s Holy Word.

Surely God has enough men and women placed in His Body
that will seek Him, stay on their knees and struggle, struggle
for THE FAITH!

We can ill afford to neutralize ourselves, but we must hold on
until we come to that “perfect man.” We must brush off that
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revelation that has been given to us concerning The Church of
God and refuse the devil any foot hold in our lives. No doubt,
the enemy has told more than one of us, “This can’t be the
Church, see how small we are, look at the problems we have.
We have no money to operate on, very few buildings and not
enough God-called ministers to go around. If we are not
careful, he (the devil) will slip in on you and make you believe
him. But listen, go with me in your spirit, in the inner man,
take that walk to the empty tomb; go to the banks of the sea
where the children of Israel walked across on dry ground, climb
once again to the top of the mountain and see the fire fall that
vindicated Elijah. What about the Early Church where Peter’s
shadow healed the sick, raised the dead and recovered sight to
the blind.

Be assured Church of God, God will vindicate His Church right
on time. It is a sad thing for those who have left her. Many a
good soldier has lost their footing in the heated fray; but as the
ole timers would shout “Stick with The Church of God and
Win, Stick with The Church of God and Win!” As a boy, I still
recall the Bishop in the General Assembly declaring “Sail On
O’ Church of God, Sail On!”

Let the Church take on the attributes of Christ. Let her be like
Him in all things; in love with those without and within, in
power and demonstration of the Holy Ghost. Sail on in peace
and assurance, sail on in joy and sail on in faith. Sail On O’
Church of God, Sail On! (AA 104 GA JCN)

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST...
SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!

THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE
...SAY COME

“Having made known unto us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed
in himself: That in the dispensation of the fulness of
times he might gather together in one all things in
Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on
earth; even in him:” (Ephesians 1:9, 10).

“And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the
mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath
been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:
To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers
in heavenly places might be known by the church the
manifold wisdom of God, According to the eternal
purpose which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:”
(Ephesians 3:9-11).

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come...” (Revelations
22:17).

This is a sacred calling that has been given to the Church.
According to Scripture there are some things that must
be made known by the Church, which leads us to believe
that they will not be made known in any other way. No
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other organization has this calling or ability. This puts a
sacred responsibility upon us, as The Church of God, to
bring all things to completion.

One part of this completion program is the gathering
together in one all of God’s precious sheep. What we
have recently passed through was meant by the enemy
to detour us from our goal, but the writer of Genesis
stated: “...ye thought evil against me; but God meant it
unto good...” (Genesis 50:20).

God takes circumstances and situations and uses them
for our good. So, in reality, all that we have passed
through, the Holy Ghost was fully aware of and if we
stay in the right spirit, God will fully bring us through.

You can be assured that there are many that are taking
notice of this remnant — this third part. It was significant
that at the “Special Called Meeting” the Holy Ghost led
us; not to reorganize, but simply continue on as His
Church. Because of this reality, we remained the third
part. It has been difficult for some to be able to see or
comprehend what our Lord has done. Man looks on the
outward appearance, seeing small buildings, little funds,
no big names, etc. and they equate that God has forsaken
us, but you see, God looketh on the heart. Many
precious souls are in that “valley of decision.” Many of
them know that where they abide is not right, but they
say, “What does that little group have to offer me?”

Church of God, our resounding answer must be “...The
Spirit and The Bride Say Come.” Anyone can hang a
sign over the door calling themselves “The Church of
God,” saying “we are it” and some of these may look
good for a season. However, the Bible declares that “the
manifold wisdom of God " literally meaning, “the greatly
diversified wisdom of God, the overwhelming wisdom
of God, beyond our comprehension wisdom of God,”
shall be known by the Church. When this manifold
wisdom of God is breathed upon His Church; it is then,
that this small looking, insignificant, unimpressive little
body of people will began to birth forth the oracles of
God. At this moment and simultaneously with the Holy
Ghost, the Spirit and the Bride will say “Come.” In
confirmation to this call, the Holy Ghost will be
anointing the ministry as well as the laity with Power,
Unction and Liberty and the same signs that
accompanied the Early Church will be manifested by the
Last-days Church.

Dear saint of God, let me be clear; the message of The Church
of God is not outdated, if anything her message is more relevant
than ever before. There will be a gathering together into one.
This message that has been handed down to us through each
generation; from my father and your father, my mother and
your mother, your grandparents and mine; generation after
generation; is not wrong!!!
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There is an exclusive Bride, doing an exclusive work, for an
exclusive Groom, who has an exclusive mansion reserved in
the heavens for you!!! All those pioneers who sacrificed; those
who cooked thousands of chickens, the youth who washed
hundreds of cars, the children who marched in the penny
marches. Our precious pioneers who were spit upon, shot at,
mocked, ridiculed and slandered are NOW...right now in the
Hall of record, in the portals of Glory; screaming and cheering,
confessing, shouting and dancing, “It’s real, oh, it’s real!!!”

Hold on! Hold on! Be faithful and you shall wear a crown, a
bright and shining crown. Will you this day, Promise to Take
It (The Church of God) and Keep It The Church of

The Spirit has been calling. What will be our response
as His Church? There must be no sacrifice that is too
great, no battle to heated, no foe to large. It was in His
name that we entered into this battle. It was in His stead
that we stepped out into the fray.

His Truth will keep marching on! The Bride will
continue to call as she breathes in the strength of the
Holy Ghost. Those who are in the “valley” need us to
stay the course; they need us to be determined and they
need us not to fail. The sheep are soon coming home,
can you hear the bleating of the sheep; can you sense the
urgency of the hour?

“See the glorious banner waving, Hear the trumpet
blow! In our leaders name we will triumph, over every

foe.”

Our call to the other sheep is:

“Come and help us in this conflict, everyone who is
brave, We must save these precious callers, e’er it be too
late. Hold [The Church of God], for | am coming, Jesus
signals still; Wave the answer back to heaven, By thy
grace we will.”

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST...
SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!

CONCLUSION

As | search for words to conclude this Annual Address, |
remain amazed at all that our Lord has accomplished for His
Church through the membership of The Church of God. These
last few months have been filled with great trials of our faith,
as well as Great Victories. We are assured that through each
trial we open ourselves also for great victories. | think of the
sacrifices that our Regional/National Overseers have made—
under staffed with limited resources—yet God has shown
Himself strong on their behalf. The hardships, tears, burdens,
faithfulness, untiring service that each member has given to the
Lord has not gone unnoticed by Jesus Himself.
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The Church of God is not to be controlled by the circumstances
of our past or held captive by what the enemy has done. These
obstacles are ours to use as a catalyst to move us forward. Now
is the time to break forth on the right hand and left! NOW is the
time to strengthen all that remains! Remembering that the:

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST...
SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!

Let us lay aside all the disappointments of the past. All
the circumstances that we have faced, the frustrations
that we have experienced must be put into a place that
will no longer hold us captive. Those who once walked
with us and all the other sheep who are scattered abroad,
must see, feel and know that we are determined to press
toward the mark of perfection, being gentle in our
speech and kind in our demeanor. | applaud you for your
grace, courage, longsuffering, kindness and love that
you have given to Christ and The Church of God and to
all of those who are looking our way! Surely we can
exclaim:

We’re not ashamed of our heritage!

We’re not ashamed of our past!

We’re not ashamed of our doctrine!

We’re not ashamed of the exclusivity of the Bride!

In fact, we honor this position. The same purpose that every
generation of The Church of God has had and that is to bring
all of God’s precious sheep into the safety of the One Fold!!!!
Amen!

What God has done is indeed impressive.

General Staff: | wish to express my deep heartfelt
appreciation, as well as, love and gratitude to all (without
exception) of the General Staff of The Church of God. Without
them, the work would not be accomplished. Our
Administrative Coordinator, Overseers, General Account, all
of our Auxiliary and Helps Coordinators—ABM, CPMA, SS,
VLB, WMB, BTI, The Arise Shine, they have labored
faithfully. When | appoint someone, | am also responsible to
them and for them. What has been accomplished has been by
the abundant grace of God. Let us love one another for “By this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one
to another” (John 13:35).

May God bless each of you is my prayer.
ALL FOR CHRIST AND THE CHURCH OF GOD

James C. Nabors
The Church of God, General Overseer

@O

Greetings from the Sunday School Department of The Church of God. Spring is up on us and
we are starting to experience the changes in the season. Flowers are growing, trees are starting
to blossom and the grass is growing fast. But I’'m happy to say today I serve a never changing
God! He is Lord of lord’s and the King of kings! He’s the Alpha and the Omega! He’s the
Beginning and the End! He is the First and the Last! He is the Bright and Moring Star! He is |
God and He never changes! He is the same yesterday, today and forever! He will always be

Let'sallgoto ¥ g
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The Church of God

the same. His word stands true no matter how hard the world tries to change it. | pray that God richly blesses each and
every one, good measure, pressed down, and shaken together until your cup is full and running over. | urge you to
continue to let your light shine bright and let everyone see Jesus shining in you.

Matthew 5:15 “Neither do men light a candle and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto

2

all that are in the house.

Let your light shine in the house, in the neighborhood, at work and every place that you go. It’s my prayer that God
shines so bright through us as The Church of God, no matter where we are, that people will look at us and say, “there’s
something special about them and I want to know what it is.” Let it Shine! Let it Shine! Let it Shine!

-Jeff A. Williamson, General Sunday School Coordinator
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MARCH ON

Ashley A. Pope, General Women’s Missionary Band Coordinator

Greetings from the General WMB department. | am
happy to report March world missions was a success. |
just want to say thank you to all of you for your giving
and fundraising efforts to help us deliver the gospel to
the whole world.

As | prayed about this article, God reminded me of a
little story that I often tell my children. It is about a frog
and a milk pail.

There was a little frog hopping around the farm yard and
this curious little frog soon found himself fallen into a
bucket of milk. The frog was too busy swimming in the
milk to be able to jump out of it. The frog just kept
swimming and he thought, “I am never getting
out of here. What’s the point?” At that moment
he thought about giving up, but something
inside of him said “keep swimming, don’t
give up now.” And you know what happened
next? That little frog swam as hard and fast

as he could, kicking his little legs all about.
And you know what? He ended up churning
that milk into butter, and was able to hop out of
that bucket no problem.

I know you are wondering why 1 told this story. 1 just
wanted to remind us that sometimes when the enemy
comes at us, we think it is easier to just give up and
drown. But | want to remind us that our lifeguard walks
on water. And there is nothing that can defeat us as long
as we trust Him and continue to keep going.

In the Bible, Paul and Silas found themselves in trouble
a few times. Paul and Silas came upon a fortune teller.
Paul immediately recognized the spirit was wrong and
cast it out of her. This caused some trouble.

Acts 16:16-22 “And it came to pass, as we went to
prayer, a certain damsel possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, which brought her masters much gain
by soothsaying: The same followed Paul and us, and
cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most
high God, which shew unto us the way of salvation. And
this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned
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and said to the spirit, | command thee in
the name of Jesus Christ to come out of
her. And he came out the same hour.
And when her masters saw that the hope
of their gains was gone, they caught
Paul and Silas, and drew them into the
marketplace unto the rulers, And brought them to the
magistrates, saying, These men, being Jews, do
exceedingly trouble our city, And teach customs, which
are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being
Romans. And the multitude rose up together against
them: and the magistrates rent off their clothes, and
commanded to beat them.

Here is when things got bad. What happened
next?

Acts 16:23-24 And when they had laid many
stripes upon them, they cast them into
prison, charging the jailor to keep them
safely: Who, having received such a charge,
thrust them into the inner prison, and made
their feet fast in the stocks.

Paul and Silas were thrown in jail for standing up for
what was right, just doing what they were supposed to
be doing. But did they give up? Did God abandon them?
No way!

Acts 16:25-26 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed,
and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners heard
them. And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so
that the foundations of the prison were shaken: and
immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's
bands were loosed.

Paul and Silas knew with God there is ALWAY'S hope.
No matter what it may look like, the world could be
upside down, we could have less than a dollar in our
pockets, we could be very sick. If we have God, we have
hope and it’s going to be okay. We just have to keep
going, praise the Lord and trust Him that He is going to
take care of everything.
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Ready or Not, Here \ Come

Amy R. Hatton, General ABM/VLB Coordinator

(Part 111 of the ABM Message preached at the 117th General Assembly)

Reflections of our past, Secures us in our future

I will say to the north, Give up; and to the south, Keep not
back: bring my sons from far, and my daughters from the
ends of the earth; Even every one that is called by my
name: Isaiah 43:6 -7a

Matthew 25:6 And at midnight there was a cry made,
Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.

Just like when children play hide and go seek. And the
person that’s it, cries, “Ready or not, here I come!” This
is it! The moment of truth. Either you’re ready or you’re
not. It’s the point of no return. There is no time to make
things right.

Thank the Lord for Salvation! It is wonderful. It is
beautiful. And it is all you need to get to heaven and to
become a child of the King! I am in no way trying to take
away from the Salvation experience. If you are saved
when you are called home, you will go to heaven! And if
the 5 foolish virgins would have had oil in their lamps
(Salvation), when the groom came, they would have made
it to heaven.

But something happened to make their oil run out. Sin
entered their heart at some point and their lamps ran dry.
Lifeis hard. And to make it to heaven you must live a life
without sin! With as much sin and wickedness as there is
in the world, every Christian must strive to get as much
oil (Spirit of God) as they can!

What was the extra oil the 5 wise virgins had? | think
their extra oil was the willingness to walk in the light to
the best of their knowledge and ability. That’s where the
5 foolish virgins messed up. If the 5 foolish virgins were
doing everything God was showing them to do, they
would have made it to heaven in the end.

The foolish virgins saw that the 5 wise virgins had more
oil than they did. It was obvious. And the 5 foolish knew
God wanted them to have more oil too. But they made the
conscience effort to take the easy road instead. And if the
Lord isn’t Lord of all in your life, He isn’t Lord at all in
your life.
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I like to think the five wise virgins had
more than just salvation. That they had
the oil of sanctification. The worldly
Adamic nature was removed. They
were filled with oil of the Holy Ghost
and fire! It empowered them to serve
the Lord! That they had the oil of daily
devotions with the Lord. That they had the oil of praying,
fasting, and reading their Bibles. That they had the oil of
growing in the Lord every day, and walking in the light to
the best of their knowledge and ability.

And that extra vessel of oil they were carrying around was
full and running over. It was messy. It was heavy. It was
conspicuous. And the 5 foolish virgins thought the 5 wise
virgins were crazy. Maybe they thought they were self-
righteous. “Holier than thou.” Showing off, going above
and beyond the call of duty. Embarrassing! Too heavenly
minded to be earthly good.

But | can just imagine the 5 wise virgins saying, “It
doesn’t feel heavy to me. I don’t mind that it’s sticky and
messy. It doesn’t bother me that I'm conspicuous and
different than everyone else.” 1 am not ashamed of the
gospel!

And though the Lord was tugging on the 5 foolish virgins’
hearts to receive more from Him, they turned God away.
Afterall, their light was burning without all that extra oil.
And to keep a vessel full of extra oil takes more effort,
more sacrifice. And this way of life is so much easier. And
they weren’t willing to pay the price for more oil. I’'m not
preaching that you have to be more than saved to get into
heaven. But | am preaching that you have to do all that
you know to do. And ignorance isn’t an excuse.

When the Lord shows you Sanctification — you need to be
Sanctified! When the Lord shows you the Baptism of the
Holy Ghost — You need to be seeking the Holy Ghost!
When the Lord shows you something in the scripture —
You need to do it! When the Lord gives you a vision of
The Church of God — You need to take the covenant and
join! When the Lord shows you your calling — You need
to do it!
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The Bible says it this way:

For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much
required: and to whom men have committed much, of him
they will ask the more. Luke 12:48

We’ve been given the whole truth, rightly divided. We’ve
been given theocracy. It’s our responsibility to ensure we
become a glorious church without spot, wrinkle,
blemish!

THEY DID NOT HAVE ENOUGH OIL TO MAKE IT
TO HEAVEN! Do you?

Matthew 25:7 Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed
their lamps.

All trimmed their lamps. Still answering The Church of
God’s call, “The Bridegroom cometh!”

WARNING, CHECK OIL! Some people learn the hard
way that you have to take those warning lights in your car
seriously. If your oil is low, you’d better not take a trip.
But rather, Stop and take heed! If you don’t add more oil
immediately, you will ruin your engine.

When they trimmed their lamps, the 5 foolish realized that
the WARNING, CHECK OIL light was on. And that they
wouldn’t make it to their destination without adding more
oil immediately.

Matthew 25:8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

The groom took longer than they expected. our lamps are
gone out. I don’t know if it happened instantaneously, or
if their lamp dimmed so slowly that they didn’t even
notice. Boiling frog syndrome. The premise is simple: if a
frog is suddenly put into a pot of boiling water, it will
jump out and save itself from impending death. But, if the
frog is put in lukewarm water, with the temperature rising
slowly, it will not perceive any danger to itself and will be
cooked to death.

Since the frog is only slightly uncomfortable with its
warm surroundings, it keeps trying to adjust and get
accustomed, making itself believe that the slow, gradual
change in temperature is normal. Only when the slow
change suddenly starts accelerating does the frog realize
it just signed its own death warrant. It has already lost its
strength to jJump out!
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Think about this a minute. If Satan tempted us to jump
into a pot of boiling water, we would recognize it, jump
out and save ourselves from impending death. So that’s
not what the enemy does. He tempts us with lukewarm
water, with the temperature rising so slowly, we don’t
even recognize that we are being cooked to death. Why?
Because we are only slightly uncomfortable with are
warm surroundings. God help us! Help us not to allow
ourselves to accept being slightly uncomfortable. Where
we know it’s not quite right. But maybe we can accept it
just a little while. Maybe we can accept just a little bit.

This is what God has to say about that:

Revelations 3:15-16 | know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold or hot. So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,
I will spue thee out of my mouth.

Beware of being slightly uncomfortable! Like the frog,
you might have signed your own death warrant. And
already lost your strength to jump out!

Matthew 25:8 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us
of your oil; for our lamps are gone out.

If their lamps would have still been burning, they would
have made it to heaven. But the sin of not walking in the
light to the best of their knowledge and ability made their
oil (their Salvation) run out.

And at this moment, they begin to realize that they are in
trouble. This is a plea of desperation. Please help us. At
the time, they see their own mistake. They see the wisdom
of the others. Maybe they thought the wise were self-
righteous before. But now they wish they were like them.

Matthew 25:9 But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to
them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

This is all about timing. Assembly Band Movement spirit
comes in. Hold each other up. Check on each other before
midnight.

I need to check on Sister Ashley today. | need to hold her
up today. I need to make sure she has enough oil today. |
need to warn her if her lamp looks dim today. If her oil
looks low today. Not cast her out. Not put her down. Lift
her up. Hold her up.

Matthew 25:8b Give us of your oil; for our lamps are
gone out.
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That seems like to the natural eye that would be the
Christian thing to do.

Matthew 25:9a But the wise answered, saying, Not so; lest
there be not enough for us and you:

Salvation is nontransferable. You can’t get to heaven on
your mom’s salvation. Dad’s. Pastor’s. General
Overseer’s. | can’t give you my oil.

“Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth,
and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”
John 14:6.

“No man can come to me, except the Father which hath
sent me draw him: ” John 6:44a.

Matthew 25:9b but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy
for yourselves.

There was only one place they could obtain the oil, go to
them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

You can love the unsaved. You can pray for the unsaved.
But you can’t save the unsaved. There is only one place
they can obtain salvation, go to the one that bought it on
the cross.

Matthew 25:10 And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

While they went to buy, the bridegroom came. While they
were shopping, the bridegroom came. I’m preaching to
the choir on this one here. Amen, women? While they
were at Walmart, the Lord came. While they were at the
mall, the Lord came. My personal favorite, while they
were at TJ MAXX, the Lord came. I’'m not preaching
against shopping. Shopping is probably my favorite past
time. But | wonder how many times the Lord called on me
while I was busy shopping?

Yes, we must be ready for the rapture when Jesus returns
for His bride. But we need to be ready when Jesus calls
upon us here on earth. When He lays someone on your
heart, do you stop whatever you are doing to pray for
them? Do you have enough oil, enough spirit, enough
anointing to pray for someone to be healed — and they
actually are healed?

Sister Ashley and | were right in the middle of a regular
conversation, looking at church dresses on our phones.
When the next text to me wasn’t about a dress at all. It
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said “Danny is going to the emergency room with chest
pains. We didn’t have time to attend a revival. We didn’t
have time to pray and fast. We didn’t even have time for
Brother Nabors to travel to the hospital to lay hands on
him. At that very moment, Brother Danny needed the
saints to pray and get a hold of God on his behalf — Praise
the Lord that God heard and answered the saints prayers
that day! Brother Danny is a walking, talking, living,
breathing testament to what God can do when He comes
on the scene. But what if we weren’t ready? What if we
didn’t have enough oil?

You never know when God will call on you to use you.
We all need enough oil, enough anointing to witness to
someone when God says witness. To pray for someone to
be healed when the Lord leads, and for them be healed.
DO WE HAVE ENOUGH OIL WHEN THE LORD
CALLS ON US DAILY?

Matthew 25:10 And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came; and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage: and the door was shut.

The 5 that were ready went in with him to the marriage
This scripture is something to shout about! This scripture
shows us of the inflow that will take place in The Church
of God because the 5 wise virgins had enough oil, God led
them to The Church of God.

There are those today outside of the Church that are
walking in the light to the best of their knowledge and
ability. Maybe they are sitting in churches who are
preaching... You can’t be holy. You can’t live a life
without sin. Sanctification isn’t in the Bible. The baptism
of the Holy Ghost was just for the day of Pentecost. But
God is speaking to their hearts. You must be holy. You
must live a life without sin. Sanctification is in the Bible.
And it is the second definite work of grace. The Baptism
of the Holy Ghost was for the day of Pentecost. And for
every generation to follow until Jesus comes back for His
people.

And as long as they listen to the voice of God. And do
what He says to do. And go where He says to go. And be
who He wants them to be. Then God will lead them to The
Church of God. Amen? They are going to hear that hiss!

And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, and
will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and,
behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: None shall be
weary nor stumble among them; none shall slumber nor
sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed, nor
the latchet of their shoes be broken. Isaiah 5:26-27
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They are going to have on the whole armor of God. Loins
girt about with truth and feet shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace Ephesians 6:15

“They shall ask the way to Zion with their faces
thitherward, saying, Come, and let us join ourselves to the
LORD in a perpetual covenantthatshall not be
forgotten.” Jeremiah 50:5

If you are a member of The Church of God, you don’t
have to worry if the Church is going to make it. We are
promised that she will! What you as an individual must be
concerned about is that YOU HAVE ENOUGH OIL TO
REMAIN A PART OF THE BRIDE OF CHRIST!

And if you aren’t a member. Seek the Lord while He may
be found. Get a vision of The Church of God through the
scriptures in the Bible. And take the covenant while the
Church doors are still wide open. Because just as God shut
the door of the ark when Noah, his family, and the animals
were safely on board, God will shut the door to The
Church of God when all of His sheep have heard His voice
and come into Her. The door was shut, as is usual when
all the company is come. To secure those who were within
and to exclude those who were out.

Today is the day of salvation!

Today is the day of sanctification!

Today is the day of the baptism of the Holy Ghost!
Today is the day to get a refill on your oil!

and the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with
man Genesis 6:3a

The door was shut.
What a sad finality. What a sad ending for the 5 foolish.

Matthew 25:11 Afterward came also the other virgins,
saying, Lord, Lord, open to us.

The 5 foolish said, Lord open the door to us. We believe
you now. We want you now.

Matthew 25:12 But he answered and said, Verily | say
unto you, | know you not.

The Lord answered, | know you not. Even though He once
knew them. Now it was too late. If only they would have
called upon Him earlier, Jesus would have answered
them. Seek ye the LORD while he may be found, call ye
upon him while he is near: Isaiah 55:6

There was a time when “Lord, Lord, open to us” would
have worked.

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find;
knock, and it shall be opened unto you: Matthew 7:7

Today, salvation is available! Today, The Church of
God’s doors are wide open! Today, sanctification is here!
Today the Holy Ghost is available! Today, there is oil to
fill your vessel full and running over! Today is your day!
Tonight is your night!

Matthew 25:13 Watch therefore, for ye know neither the
day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.

Do you have enough oil should He come tonight? Do you
have enough oil should He tarry? Do you have enough oil
to face tomorrow? Do you have enough oil to weather
through the storms that life has in store for you? Do you
have enough oil for your healing? Do you have enough oil
for the Church to grow? Do you have enough oil for your
family to be saved? Do you have enough oil to make it?
WARNING ... CHECK OIL!!!

And | John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming
down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. Revelations 21:2

To: The Church of God—As most all of you know, Sister Amy Ranee Hatton went Home to be with her Lord and
Savior on February 26, 2024. How fitting to share with you the conclusion of her message that she preached at our
117" General Assembly, entitled “Ready or Not, Here I Come” with the overall thought being The Wedding of the
Bride United with the Groom! Sister Amy lived what she preached, and she preached what she lived! She was a
preacher’s, preacher. She was saved at age 5, sanctified and filled with the Holy Ghost at age 7. She first felt her call
to the Ministry over 36 years ago and was a faithful licensed Minister in The Church for over 26 years and a Member
of The Church of God for 37 years. The sad note, she no longer is with us, beside us, laboring with us, however, the
glorious note is she is with the Master, the one she served so faithfully throughout the years. God Bless you Sister Amy

Ranee Hatton on a job well done.
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Famine for the Word of God

K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator, Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region

(Amos 8:11) Behold, the days come, saith the Lord
God, that I will send a famine in the land, not a famine
of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the
words of the LORD: 12 And they shall wander from
sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they
shall run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and
shall not find it.

We are living in this day. We live in a day of famine.
This is not a famine for natural food. Never before in
the history of the world has so much food been
produced. We hardly notice years in which the ground
doesn’t yield as much and we pay a little more at the
grocery store. There is so much food that America in
2020 exported $136 billion worth of food. We are
blessed to live in such a time as this where food is
abundant. But even in this time of abundance, there is
a famine of good nourishment. Most of us don’t eat
good quality food with plenty of nourishment. Not all
food is created equal.

Some food is called processed food. Food that has
chemicals to pretend to be a different color. We have
chemicals in food that flavor the food as if it’s the real
thing but without any of the nourishment. If you see a
label that says Cheese Product, it’s not
cheese. If it says Fruit Drink, there’s little
fruitinitand a lot of sugar. It’s the same with
Peanut Butter Spread, Whipped Topping,
Buttery Spread, Bacon Flavor Crumbles,
Beef-Style Broth. Food product companies
do this to save money. There’s a price to be
paid for the real thing.

We don't have a famine of bread nor do we thirst for
water, but the earth today is experiencing a famine of
hearing the Word of the LORD. Just like we have an
abundance of food, there is an abundance of
words. Never before has there been so many words
going around. Even in the pulpits of the world, there is
an abundance of words but a famine for THE Word of
God. The Word is often so processed, there’s so many
additives that you can hardly recognize that it’s the
Word of God. This world is producing so much
processed word that you can hardly call it nourishing.
We have a famine of truth. It pretends to be the truth
by looking and sounding like the truth, but it has none
of the truth's benefits. People are running to and fro
seeking the Word, but they can’t find it. They can’t
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find it in the media. They can’t find it in
schools. Even church houses are full and
people still starve. The situation sounds
bleak, but God has an answer. There’s
coming a time that those that hunger
will be filled.

Ahab became king of Israel. The Bible says that he did
evil in the sight of the LORD above all that were before
him. He married a foreign wife Jezebel and then
worshiped her false god Baal. He made a temple of
Baal in Samaria with an altar to worship at. The Bible
says: Ahab did more to provoke the LORD God of
Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were
before him. Ahab led God’s people into a state of
idolatry. God withdrew Himself from Israel because of
this. God sent Elijah to give a message unto Ahab and
the people.

| Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the
inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD
God of Israel liveth, before whom | stand, there shall
not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my
word.

God sent Elijah to an evil king to deliver a very
unpleasant message. But Elijah didn’t hesitate.
He was obedient, and he boldly delivered the
message. The rain stopped just as Elijah said it
would. Green vegetation turned brown. Life
gave way to death. Cattle roamed far and wide
looking for something to eat. Streams dried up.
The water in wells dropped. Winter came and
passed without rain. Cattle died by the thousands.
Everyone faced death. But instead of turning to God,
still they turned to their false gods like Baal, Ashtoreth
and Moloch. Another hot summer. Another dry fall
and another rainless winter.

But notice that even though there was a famine in the
land, God still had a way of providing. God spoke to
Elijah and said:

| Kings 17:3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward,
and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before
Jordan. 4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the
brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee
there. 5 So he went and did according unto the word
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of the LORD: for he went and dwelt by the brook
Cherith, that is before Jordan. 6 And the ravens
brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread
and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.

God miraculously took care of Elijah during this
drought. Why did God take care of Elijah and not
others during this time? Because He still needed to use
Elijah to accomplish His will.

Today, during the great famine that the world is
experiencing, God is preserving a people because He
has a plan to use them to end the famine in the world.
We’ve got a work to do.

I Kings 17:7 And it came to pass after a while, that the
brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the
land. 8 And the word of the LORD came unto him,
saying, 9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth
to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded
a widow woman there to sustain thee.

The question we should ask is why didn’t God
continue to sustain Elijah by the brook? It wouldn’t
have been a great task for Him. God's trying to tell us
that when the sustaining power of the Word of God and
the Spirit of God leaves, you’ve got to get up and
follow it!

There was a time when we were preached the true
Word of God and were comfortable. But we noticed
that the brook started to dry up more and more until
one day God said, “Get up and go where I tell you to
go or you'll die”.

We would’ve liked for things to remain the same, but
God had a higher purpose. We had to move or
spiritually we would’ve died. But not all left the brook.
They thought that the brook would give that life giving
water once more if they just hold out a little longer, but
it’s not. They have faith, but it’s faith in the wrong
thing. God’s not by the brook anymore. If Elijah
stayed, he would’ve died because the drought was
going to continue for a long while. Just like Elijah had
to be fed every day, a person needs to be spiritually fed
every day. You can’t go very long without being fed
truth.
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Elijah made the journey and found the widow woman.
He asked for a morsel of bread, but she just had a
handful of meal in a barrel and a little cruse of oil and
that was it. Then he told her to first make him a cake
and then the barrel of meal wouldn’t waste and neither
would the cruse of oil fail.

I Kings 17:15 And she went and did according to the
saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did
eat many days. 16 And the barrel of meal wasted not,
neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word
of the LORD, which he spake by

Elijah.

God has a way to sustain His children even in times of
famine. Elijah had to go to the widow woman and not
to any other. And if people will listen to God’s voice
then He’ll lead them to the woman that will feed them.
No other woman will do. No other woman will have
the meal and oil that will sustain day after day. The
meal represents the bread of the Word of God and the
oil represents the Holy Ghost.

Notice that not only did Elijah have to be obedient, but
so did the woman. And when people listen to God’s
voice, they’ll come, but we’ll also have to be obedient
and feed them. We’ll have to feed them before we even
get fed.

Soon after, the widow woman’s son became sick and
died. Elijah prayed for him, and he came back to life.
If she had not fed Elijah then she and her son would’ve
died from the famine and if they did happen to survive
without food then her son would probably have died
from the sickness. God blessed her because she gave
the food. And the more people that we reach, the more
that they will in turn bless us. Maybe someone that you
witness to will someday be your pastor or Sunday
school teacher. We still underestimate how powerful
the Word can be in someone’s life.

| Kings 18:1 And it came to pass after many days, that
the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year,
saying, Go, show thyself unto Ahab; and I will send
rain upon the earth.

The rain is coming. Elijah wouldn’t create the rain, but

God gave him authority over the rain. It was according

to Elijah’s word that the rain would come. The Church
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of God doesn’t create the truth, but we deliver it. We
are the ones that God uses to deliver this message to
the world.

The famine lasted three and a half years. I'm sure
hundreds if not thousands died because of the famine.
And today, all around us, souls are dying because of
the famine of God’s Word. Let’s be obedient to God to
bring about an end to this spiritual famine.

Ahab searched for Elijah in every possible place that
he could think of during this time of famine but no one
could find him. The Bible says that there was no nation
where Ahab didn’t go. Nobody had seen or heard of
where Elijah was. God hid Elijah for three and a half
years because the people didn’t want to find him for
the right reasons. They just wanted the rain. They
didn’t care about serving God. But finally, the people
were ready.

Today, the Church is hid from many people. They
can’t see her.

(Luke 10:21) In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and
said, | thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes even so,
Father, for so it seemed good in thy sight.

And Elijah was hid from them. It wasn’t until Elijah
went to them until they found him. And that’s what
we’re going to have to do. Some people are searching
for the truth, but they can’t find us. We need to make
the first move and seek people out and tell them the
word.

I Kings 18:17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw
Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that
troubleth Israel?

People blame God for famine of the Word. To some
degree | did that myself. There was a time when | was
wondering why God wasn’t sending His preachers to
preach the truth, but it wasn’t God’s fault. It was man’s
sins that caused the famine.

After the contest with the prophets of Baal, Elijah told
Ahab:
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| Kings 18:41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up,
eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of
rain.

They couldn’t see the rain. There still wasn’t a cloud
in the sky. And even though Elijah said that there was
a sound of an abundance of rain, they couldn’t hear
anything with their natural ears. Elijah was hearing by
faith. We must also have that faith before the rain
comes to this dry earth. You may not be able to see it
with your natural eyes nor hear it with your ears, but
you can hear it in your spirit. Do you believe that the
Word will be preached in the entire world before the
Lord’s return? We must believe it!

Elijah went to the sea and started to pray. He told his
servant to look for a cloud and the servant saw none.
Elijah told him to look seven times for that cloud.
People have been looking for many years for the rain
to be poured out and it hasn’t. But everything is getting
ready to be completed. The number seven stands for
completeness.

The servant saw a small cloud and Elijah knew that it
was the start of the rain.

| Kings 18:44 And it came to pass at the seventh time,
that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of
the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto
Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the
rain stop thee not. 45 And it came to pass in the mean
while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind,
and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went
to Jezreel.

There’s a famine today, especially in foreign countries.
They’re hungry in the physical and spiritual sense. We
eat every Sunday and that makes us think that there’s
no famine, but there is one. And we must be the ones
that God uses to bring an end to it. Let’s take the word
to everyone that we come in contact with.

(Deuteronomy 8:3) And he humbled thee, and suffered
thee to hunger, and fed thee with manna, which thou
knewest not, neither did thy fathers know; that he
might make thee know that man doth not live by bread
only, but by every word that proceedeth out of the
mouth of the LORD doth man live.
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