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Vision of The Church of God being ONE!  As difficult and as vehement as the enemy fights against The Church of God this 

revelation and prophecy will continue to be fulfilled. “And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 

come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we are. 

That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe 

that thou hast sent me. And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one” (John 

17:11, 21, 22). Jesus also stated “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall 

not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come” (John 16:13). 

What Jesus prayed for is a reality and will continue to be fulfilled “And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them 

also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd” (John 10:16). It has been 

predetermined “By His Spirit…We SHALL BE ONE!” We are destined to arrive at this place called perfection.  

World Missions: October has been designated as one of our Special Fund-Raising months for World Missions. Overseers, 

Pastors and local churches, let us do our very best for this effort.  Why not promote a special Fund Raiser. Our funds are being 

used as wisely as possible and God is helping the Overseers to use these funds that we send to them effectively to meet as 

many needs on the field as possible.  May God continue to bless you for your compassion and concern for our brothers and 

sisters who are laboring faithfully for the cause of Christ. 

Missionary Partnership Alliance: We are thankful for all your help in the work of the Lord. As you are aware the MPA 

helps support our National Overseers on a monthly basis. However, at this present time we still do not have the funds to help 

our National Overseers fully. Your MPA pledge or offering may be given monthly to your local church treasurer. The treasurer 

will send these funds in with the monthly report to the General Offices. It is not too late for you to be a part of this wonderful 

cause. 

Welcome – New Members gained Since Our Last Report: Praise the Lord for adding to His Church! We are thankful 

for the increase in Tennessee and Ohio, under the leadership of Bishop Hatton.  

Working with Zeal and Power: With this zeal and power, the lost will be won, the other sheep will be gathered into the fold 

and love and unity will prevail. God is counting on this remnant (you and me) to grow and expand until we have finished our 

mission and He catches His bride away! Let us be faithful to His challenge. 

117th General Assembly: As we reflect back just a few weeks to this glorious time of fellowship; one with another and in 

His Spirit, our hearts are filled with the excitement of this year’s theme for The Church of God: “REFLECTIONS OF 

OUR PAST...SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!”  As we together, as His body, thrust ourselves into this challenge, let 

us believe God for miracle after miracle in this new church year.  

 

From the Desk of… 
James C. Nabors, General Overseer 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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(James C. Nabors, General Overseer of The Church of God ANNUAL ADDRESS To the 117th General 

Assembly of The Church of God 2023 Part I) 

 

THE ASSEMBLY 

 

I bring greetings to this gathering of the 117th General 

Assembly of The Church of God!  This is the 117th 

General Assembly of God’s Church this side of the dark 

ages.  Can you imagine, people of like minds and kindred 

spirits have gathered together to pray and worship God 

and to know more fully His Divine will on 116 prior 

occasions?  Each of those who have gone before us, every 

sacrifice that they made through the years, every 

generation that have come together to meet in one mind 

and accord are now looking over our shoulders, rejoicing 

in the fact, that we too are building on the same firm 

foundation as they did.    As the writer of Hebrews has 

stated: “Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about 

with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 

weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let 

us run with patience the race that is set before 

us.    Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our 

faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the 

cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right 

hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:1, 2) 

 

As we have gathered together, our purpose is not solely to 

make history; yet what you and I do at this General 

Assembly will indelibly be etched on the pages of time.  I 

am reminded of what one of our ministers shared with me 

that was told to him; “The eyes of the entire Pentecostal 

world are on your Church group.  We know what 

happened in 2006; we lived through and participated in 

the 1990 – 1993 struggles.”   

 

He also stated: “We left theocracy in 1990 and you must 

guard it at all cost. We know the other groups are wrong 

and we are looking at your Church to see what you do.” 

Church of God, the eyes of, not only the Pentecostal 

world, but the entire world are watching us to see if we do 

it right!  Why else would the enemy fight us so 

vehemently?  He knows that this is The Church of God!  

It is up to this Assembly, indeed to The Church of God, to 

keep it, and be what God intends for us to be! 

 

There are thousands of events that are recorded in the 

annals of time that are now history; but we, Church of 

God, have the eyes of the world 

upon us. (AA 103 GA JCN) 

 

Words are simply inadequate to 

describe all the glorious time’s that 

we have spent together as His 

people.  Small in number, yes, little 

finance, this is also true, however, numbers, finance, 

buildings and lands are not what God desires.  Oh yes, do 

not take me wrong. We are looking for an inflow; we are 

looking for God to bless His Church, but if the Spirit of 

the Church is fully restored, faith in one another is 

restored and faith in leadership is restored then God can 

do a marvelous work.  This common bond that is unique 

to The Church of God is extremely important.   What is 

this bond?  It is the moving and stirring of the Holy Ghost 

in all of our deliberations.  We want Him to be in our 

singing, in our testimonies, in our preaching, in fact we do 

not even want to move without His anointing. 

 

I believe that we can unanimously agree upon the fact that 

the Holy Ghost must be in complete control of all of our 

activities.  In fact, we are ever thankful for the calm that 

has been given after the storm, the peace that flooded our 

souls, the words ring out yet in our heart and minds.  This 

feels like The Church of God spirit to me!  

 

Praise the Lord, that theocracy has been restored and the 

leadership of His Spirit is once again leading The Church 

of God.  Thank God for His presence then and His 

presence now! 

 

Just a short remembrance in our hearts and minds of 

where we were, allows us to know that man could not 

resolve the heartaches and pain that we had suffered and 

endured.  It would take God to heal the wounds, to pour 

in the oil of healing, to give us joy for mourning.  We have 

come together, not looking for man to save us, but we 

have prayed, fasted and realized that we had nothing to 

offer Him except a broken and contrite spirit.  As we laid 

ourselves on the altar, giving Him our all; He restored our 

souls!  He made us to walk in green pastures, and He has 

led us to the still waters.  We drank in of His grace and 

love until our hearts are content in knowing we have been 
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restored!  Do you remember where you were?  But oh, 

how sweet when the healing balm came!  Oh, hallelujah! 

 

In this Assembly, the Comforter and Guide has been 

present.  We remember our past, the hard battles fought, 

the victories that have been given, and the courage to 

move forward in the face of opposition and the sleepless 

nights, but, oh, how the joy came in the morning!  Yes, 

the Comforter and Guide is present today, but He has been 

with us always, leading, guiding and directing us, and we 

are very careful to allow Him to chart our future. 

 

Yes, we have come to this Annual Assembly with 

anthems ringing, music in our hearts and a song on our 

lips.  We have come rejoicing with our banners held high 

and our handkerchiefs waving.  Oh, what fellowship of 

the Spirit, oh what joy divine – seeing our friends, family 

and fellow Church members!  Thank God for the smiles, 

hugs, and warm handshakes here at this 117th Annual 

General Assembly.  

                

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST…         

                SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!! 

 

PRELUDE 

 

This is the 117th General Assembly of God’s Church this 

side of the dark ages.  We have come together to find the 

favor and anointing of the Holy Ghost for His Church, 

The Church of God in these last days. 

  

We all come with soberness of spirit, washed in the blood 

of the Lamb, walking in the fear of our Lord wanting and 

seeking only that, which He desires.  We have presented 

ourselves collectively to Him through much fasting and 

prayer prior to and during this week, knowing that it is His 

perfect will that we must have.  We humbly state that we 

are not just any ole group of people that have come 

together united by a common purpose, but we openly, 

admittedly come together as His Church, The Church of 

God!  

 

Allow me to say to each of us this morning, our history 

“THE REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST…indelible 

SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!”  In this Address, I 

will be rehearsing (reflecting upon) many of our past 

victories and events that SECURES US IN OUR 

FUTURE”.  

 

“The events of our past, are only a place in time that we 

mark to know that something has occurred.  As 

devastating as what happened in 1993 and the Presbytery 

Meeting of 2006, and then almost immediately the 

disruption of 2009, when the enemy opened his complete 

arsenal against The Church of God and struck a terrible 

blow; it is out of these ashes and devastation that our God 

has once again created a Mighty Miracle. 

 

Throughout history, we can see where our Church fathers 

stumbled at times; this certainly is not meant as an 

indictment, but to share our history, (I will mention only 

a few) the first major fall was at the signing of the Nicene 

Creed where the Church plunged into darkness, further on 

it got dark once again on this path as we were striving to 

go to Glory and another falter happened in 1922-23 when 

it looked like the majority left the Church, but the Church 

just simply packed up and moved on.   Again in 1990, the 

“winds” blew; there was a “major storm.”, but the Church 

was more determined than ever to move froward.  In 2006 

and once again in 2009, the sky darkened; the winds were 

howling; the storm set in…a terrible blow had been taken! 

Theocracy had been abandoned, unanimous agreement 

gone, Holy Ghost-messages were silenced and ignored, 

but wait here on the path…I see THE CHURCH OF GOD 

moving forward!! 

 

We that are on the Path, must stay the course, (We must 

continually see the “REFLECTION OF OUR PAST…so 

as to be SECURE US IN OUR FUTURE”.  At all costs 

we must stay the course, and aren’t you thankful to say 

that we have stayed on “the old Paths”.  For it is on this 

same path I see theocracy being followed, unanimous 

agreement restored, Holy Ghost-messages and freedom in 

the Spirit restored, the doctrine kept intact, the Word of 

God all being lifted up and…There stands the Flag and it 

is being displayed because of the truth.   

 

We, Church of God, must hold out a little longer to see 

throngs of men and women, boys and girls on “The 

Path…”  If we will stay the path, we will see them coming, 

praying, shouting and rejoicing in the Lord, but it is 

imperative, we must stay in “These Old Paths,” at all cost; 

we must stay in the “old paths” of the Word of God.  Our 

future is linked to our past.  If we become anchored in 

the Word of God, we will stay the path that will take us to 

Glory! 

 

Having a depth of the Word of God in our hearts will bring 

safety to our souls.  I know what some are thinking, I feel 

as you do.  It is easy to say that it is impossible, it’s just 

too hard.  And yes, it is true, there have been false 

ministers, evangelists and deceivers who have crept in 

unawares, not sparing the flock.  Much anxiety, perplexity 

and pain has been caused by the “wolves in sheep’s 

clothing.”  Men of high rank and stature, who rose in 

position to take hold of the wheel of the Ole Ship of Zion 
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to steer her off course, they would have succeeded, had it 

not been (as it was for Israel) – “…the LORD who was on 

our side, when men rose up against us” – The Church of 

God, the few who dared to stand up for TRUTH, 

RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOLINESS, THEOCRACY, and 

the HOLY GHOST kept us on the right path.” (AA 105th 

GA JCN) 

 

After failures, disruptions and disappointments, man is so 

human that we inevitably look inwardly to find the answer 

or the cause for our situation or leadership 

disappointments.  I feel as Bishop A. J. Tomlinson once 

wrote so underserving of the title and unworthy of the 

honor of this precious office of General Overseer as 

servant to The Church of God. 

 

Bishop Tomlinson stated: “…it is not improbable that he 

failed in the exercise of his duties above that of James, the 

Lord’s brother.  But surely James could not have been 

possessed with any more sincerity of purpose in the 

discharge of his duties.  But I believe I speak the truth 

when I say that any failures that may have appeared could 

justly be accredited to overpowering influences that 

blocked the way for the anointing, without which one man 

is no more than another in some respects….And even 

some of the Lord’s servants of history may not have been 

immune from such paralyzing and embarrassing mishaps. 

 

Abraham, the father of the faithful was not discharged or 

thrown aside when he denied his wife while surrounded 

by certain influences that made him afraid.  Peter did not 

lose his apostleship, or power for service either, when he 

was overinfluenced by certain men who made great 

claims of wisdom and knowledge that caused him to cease 

eating with the Gentiles, which merited the criticism of 

Paul.  Probably there are few men who have been as 

perfect in all things and at all time as Enoch who walked 

with God three hundred years.  Even Elijah, who was 

accorded the high honor of a trip to heaven in a chariot of 

fire, and later returned to earth and conversed with our 

Lord, at one time was so low in spirit that he preferred to 

die.  But a little later the anointing for service came upon 

him again and away he went as strong in service as ever.  

It was Moses who was so powerfully influenced by the 

rebels about him that he smote the rock twice instead of 

speaking to it only, as God had told him.  But for this 

breach God did not stop him but used him on till he 

reached the advanced age of one hundred and twenty 

years, although this act of disobedience prevented his 

going into the promised land.” (AA 21st GA AJT) 

 

Our former General Overseer whom we all honor and 

esteemed very highly – Bishop Robert J. Pruitt.  He came 

on the scene in this “last days” drama and stood solid as a 

rock, stable, steadfast and unmovable, “…always 

abounding in the work of the Lord…” (1 Corinthians 

15:58).  He…is greatly missed; however, his legacy lives 

on.  What he stood for, what he believed and what he 

received from the Lord is a faith that you and I can live 

with, but the principles of this uncompromising faith 

which Bishop Pruitt lived before us is a faith that you can 

rest assured that you; also, can die in.  His character was 

true and his word was his bond.  He did not come down 

to the last mile of the way and “turn coat” and run, but he 

stood his ground to the best of his ability.  Dear saint of 

God, I believe that the Lord allowed him to see a glimpse 

of where His [Christ’s] Church was going to tread.   

 

(Allow me to share a personal story with you this 

morning).   

 

After the 100th General Assembly of 2005, approximately 

two weeks passed, and he called for me to come to his 

home.  I went in and visited a while and then he said, 

“Brother James, come over here by me.”  I went over and 

stood by him.  He said, “No, I want you to get a chair and 

sit right here [referring to right in front of him].”  I did just 

that.  I sat down and he took me by the hand and looked 

me square in the eyes and said, 

 

“Are you willing to stand by me in one of the greatest 

trials that The Church of God has ever experienced?”  I 

answered, “Yes, Brother Pruitt, I am.”  He leaned forward 

in his chair and said, (for the second time) 

 

“Brother James, are you willing to stand by me for the 

right and fight this last great conflict?”  I said, “Yes 

Brother Pruitt, I am.”  By this time, I saw the urgency on 

his face, tears were streaming from my eyes; he squeezed 

my hand and for the third time he said, “Brother James, 

are you willing to stand, this battle is going to be more 

difficult and trying than anything that we have ever gone 

through, are you willing to stand for the TRUTH no 

matter what?”   

 

In a trembling voice, with the power of the Holy Ghost in 

that room, I verbalized for the third time, “YES, Brother 

Pruitt, I’m willing to stand, no matter what.”  

 

Church of God, I repeat, I believe that our former General 

Overseer received a glimpse, a word, a revelation, a 

vision, whatever you desire to call it, of what you and I 

have experienced these past years since June, 2006 and 

2009 and even on into our future. 
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He was not a coward but a man among men with a resolve 

to fight the good fight of faith, to lay hold on eternal 

life….”  (AA 105thGA JCN) 

 

YOU SEE THE: 

 

“REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST (Most 

Emphatically) SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!!” 

 

“We who are a part of these last days, who have found 

ourselves in The Church of God have not yet suffered unto 

blood, yet our enemy is still just as vicious.  In spiritual 

analogies some that are seated among us have just as 

surely been tied to the stake, fed to the on-slaught of the 

wild beast’s; yet are still able to declare our “Faith Still 

Hold’s” in spite of the Storm!  The Word of God still yet 

declares in Hebrews 13:8 that He is… “the same 

yesterday, and today, and forever.”   What He was to the 

early Church, He is forever the same.  The question that 

you and I must answer is:  Will we be faithful?  Will we 

be loyal?  Will we be true blue?  Will we be The Church 

of God?  When difficulties come, when persecutions arise, 

when men say all manner of evil against us, WILL WE 

BE FAITHFUL?!?!?!?!?! 

It is by His grace, His amazing grace, that each of us are 

here this morning, that we are among those that can be 

counted “Faithful”, by His grace we have not weakened, 

by His grace we have not faltered, by His grace we have 

carried forth and will continue to carry through. 

 

It is in this late hour when delusions of men are great, 

deception of spirits are prevalent, that we must be men 

and women of God with boldness and courage to stem the 

tide, to endure hardness as a good soldier, to glory in 

nothing save the cross of Christ and allow the precious 

Holy Ghost to guide our every footstep as we make 

advancements on the territory of the enemy.  This Church 

will be perfected, she will be holy, she will be without 

spot or wrinkle or blemish.  She will be presented to the 

Bridegroom as a chaste virgin ready and prepared for the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.  Nothing will prevent this; 

no pre-planning of the enemy will hinder the plan of God 

being fulfilled.  The Word of God is clear in Matthew 

16:18 “…the gates of hell shall not prevail against…” His 

Church!” (AA 101st GA JCN) 

 

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST…         

                SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!! 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

“On Saturday, September 2, 2006 (without fanfare or 

acclamation of the world); no radio, internet, television, 

or network of any sort were aware of what was taking 

place in Chattanooga Tennessee, there were no front-page 

headlines, no captions on the evening world news 

programs, not even a slight recognition the day after; yet, 

one of the most profound, indelible moves of God 

occurred.  No, I’m not talking about the building shaking, 

beams of fire falling, streaks of lightning flashing; yet, I 

am talking about a depth of God’s Holy Spirit that did 

shake the foundations of man, beams of fire of the Holy 

Ghost fell, streaks of joy and assurance flooded our 

souls…that His Church was continuing and is still 

MARCHING ON!!! 

 

The theme of the 101st General Assembly, “Seeking the 

Old Paths” while “Striving for Perfection.” Where the old 

prophet wrote, “Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the 

ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good 

way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your 

souls…”  (Jeremiah 6:16).  Our souls were in turmoil; our 

spirits were crying out for the “rest” from the Lord.  You 

can take a dry, non-spiritual, Sunday morning Christian 

and feed him just about anything, simply because he does 

not want much.  However, this is not so, for a sought-out, 

bought-out, blood-bought sanctified, Holy Ghost-filled 

saint of God.  If you are in tune with the Spirit, you know 

when something is right and you also, will know when 

something is wrong.  

 

We did not choose the “old paths” for their sleek designs 

or there modern-day twists that they want to give to the 

doctrines of Christ, nor did we choose the “old paths” 

because we felt that we could live any-ole-way that we 

desired.  We chose the “old paths” for the “good way”!  

Sure, to this world the “old paths” are antiquated, too 

cumbersome, too old fashion, old foggy, outdated and out 

molded, but to the sheep, to the sincere, to the loyal, to the 

true, to the sanctified, to the Holy Ghost-filled, to The 

Church of God, these “old paths” are the revealed way; 

they are the way of TRUTH…. 

 

On this “old path” [the Word of God] we see the footprints 

of all those who have gone before.  Just look at “the path” 

[the blessed ole Book] and see the footprints there; why, 

they are marking our way to GLORY!!  I can see the 

mountain where Jesus called unto Him whom He would 

and He organized His Church.  Here is where our Lord 

suffered, bled and died for our salvation, sanctification 

and purchased the great Church of God!  Here on this “old 

path” [in the Book] is where “…he led them out as far as 

to Bethany…and he blessed them” (Luke 24:50). He 

sanctified them. He did not progressively sanctify them, 

but He instantaneously sanctified them, with a complete 

submersion under the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  
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Then the path leads to the Upper Room where they were 

endued with power from on high.  Praise God, they were 

filled with the Holy Ghost with the evidence of speaking 

in other tongues.  Here on the “path” [in the Book] the 

gifts were given and healing provided.  It is so clear to 

me…here on the path, Holy Ghost messages and 

interpretations were given.  Right here in the Book you 

can see where our Church fathers stumbled, at the signing 

of the Nicean Creed, further on it was dark on the path, 

little light given, but right here on down the path, 

justification emerged once again.  Oh, my, it’s getting 

brighter, here on the path A. J. Tomlinson, no doubt, knelt 

and prayed.  Look, it’s on this “old path” the Church was 

uncovered-what light! (June 13, 1903).  Further down the 

path there were problems; but look, the faithful continued-

on the path!  In 1922-23, it looked like the majority left, 

but here they knelt and prayed and the Church moved on.  

Look, there’s M. A. Tomlinson; he looks so pure.  Yet he 

is strong in his resolve to keep on the path.  In 1990, the 

“winds” blew; there was a “major storm.” That’s Robert 

J. Pruitt; he must have prayed here because I see the 

Church moving on.  We must stay on the path. 

    

It’s 2006 and the sky has darkened; the winds are howling; 

the storm has set in…a terrible blow has been taken! 

Theocracy has been abandoned, unanimous agreement is 

gone, Holy Ghost-messages silenced and ignored, but 

wait, here on the path…{It grows some brighter,  but all 

of a sudden seemingly out of no-where dark clouds arise.}   

 

Only three short years have passed since the Tivoli 

auditorium, it’s now 2009, just days after a glorious 

General Assembly, with many in attendance expressing 

that this was the best General Assembly ever.  Yet hidden 

in the dark shadows there was a well-organized group of 

men and women, who were desirous for position and 

power.  A pre-planned move had been made to rebel 

against God’s anointed leadership and unanimous 

agreement. They had the boldness to call a meeting 

without the General Overseer’s knowledge or approval.  

At this meeting, they chose who they would allow to 

speak and who of our precious Overseer’s voices they 

would silence…… Once again, the enemy used the same 

ploy, this group walked away from theocratic government 

and unanimous agreement. {….When just hours before a 

National Overseer under the leadership of the Holy Ghost 

led all Regional and National Overseer’s to pledge their 

allegiance to the General Overseer and The Church of 

God with 100% agreement by all Overseer’s in 

attendance.  Many of these same people who demeaned 

others for these same practices of rebellion, they 

themselves now committed willfully and in full 

participation.}  

But wait, what the enemy meant for our detriment, God 

meant for our eternal good.   Just days after this devasting 

blow God has stepped in, He heard our collective prayers 

and the power of the Holy Ghost moved, and the brightest 

of light has been given.  Praise God! Unanimous 

agreement has been restored, Holy Ghost-messages have 

been restored, the doctrine and the Word of God are 

restored…and wait there’s the Church Flag waving in all 

its Glory, and love and fellowship and also the truth 

abounds.  I see throngs of men and women, they are 

praying, shouting and rejoicing in the Lord.  The same 

thing that occurred in 2006 when we did not re-organize 

the church, but simply moved on, the same is also true in 

2009, there was not a re-organization of the Church, we 

are not a new church, but we stand for and as The Church 

of God 

 

Church of God, we must stay in “These Old Paths,” at all 

cost; we must stay in the “old paths” of the Word of God.  

Our future is linked to our past.  If we become anchored 

in the Word of God, we will stay the path that will take us 

to Glory! (AA 101st GA JCN) 

 

“REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST…  

SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!!” 

 

Having a depth of the Word of God will bring safety to 

our souls.  A. J. Tomlinson once said, “In the ministry is 

vested the very life of the Church; a straight ministry, a 

straight church; a crooked ministry, a crooked church; an 

unwise ministry, an unwise church.  Like priest, like 

people, a stream can never flow higher than its source.  A 

church can never advance higher than its ministry” (2nd 

Annual Address). 

 

I’m asking for the general Church to pray for the ministry 

of The Church of God.  Yes, as stated earlier, there have 

been false ministers, evangelists and deceivers who have 

crept in, but  – The Church of God, the few who dared to 

stand up for TRUTH, RIGHTEOUSNESS, HOLINESS, 

THEOCRACY, and the HOLY GHOST kept us on the 

right path. 

 

“Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey 

to their teeth.  Our soul is escaped as a bird out of the 

snare of the fowlers: the snare is broken, and we are 

escaped.  Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made 

heaven and earth” (Psalms 124:6-8). 

 

Praise God, a Divine Defense was lifted against the 

enemies of The Church of God. 
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“For ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many 

wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, 

are called: But God hath chosen the foolish things of the 

world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the 

weak things of the world to confound the things which are 

mighty; And base things of the world, and things which 

are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 

not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh 

should glory in his presence” (1 Corinthians 1:26-29). 

 

“Dr. Whitson from Chicago stated: “The ministry is flesh 

and blood…evangelist, pastor and teachers are human.  

When a man preaches, virtue goes out of him.  In 

preaching there is a fusion of spirit, soul, and body within 

the man, that is not duplicated in any other occupation in 

all the universe…I have done tests, that electrodes, blood 

chemistry, blood pulse, to show that 1 hour of preaching 

is equivalent to 10 hours of manual labor or 14 hours of 

executive type work…”  Saint of God that is just how 

venerable man is.  “…That no flesh should glory in his 

presence”. 

 

The Bible states: “There was a man sent from God, whose 

name was John.”  (John 1:6) Sent from God—set apart.  

He was an ordinary man of flesh and blood.  Sent from 

God, set apart by God, and his name was John. It’s the 

same, fleshly, ordinary, human…man or woman. Just an 

ordinary flesh and blood man or woman, that God put His 

hands on an anointed them.  God called him or her.  God 

anointed him/her. We can’t get by without these 

individuals.  They were bestowed by God…Given to The 

Church, we need them…We need all of them, they were 

placed here by God and we need them!!  They (YOU) 

were placed here by God to help bring His Church to 

perfection... 

 

You see, He is able to take the common, base, weak, 

people, as we are, and turn them (us) into mighty warriors 

in the hands of our God!  Let us ever be mindful to hold 

to “the old paths” for it is in these paths that we are able 

to find rest for our souls and the assurance that our Lord 

is ever by our side. 

 

We must endeavor to follow the Book.  After all, the 

highest authority in The Church of God is God’s Holy 

Word.  This has always been the way of The Church of 

God.  In fact, the Old Testament writer is clear; “…neither 

know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee” (2 

Chronicles 20:12).  The only safety and assurance is in 

Him.  Let us Church of God keep our eyes continually on 

Him. (AA 105th GA JCN) 

 

(Remembering That The)  

REFLECTIONS OF OUR PAST…         

                SECURES US IN OUR FUTURE!!      

              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hello to each and every one of you from the Sunday 

School department of The Church of God! Each and 

every one of you are important to us and you count as 

one. It does not matter how old or how young. Each 

and every one of you are as important as the next 

person. Most of you should have received the little 

church bank by now for all that loose change that you 

do not know what to do with, those quarters, dimes, 

nickels and pennies. That change you find on the 

sidewalk or in the parking lot of grocery store, pick it 

up and throw it in the bank.  

 

Let us help out the Sunday School department. Get on 

the phone and invite a friend, invite a loved one, invite 

somebody you do not get along with, but invite them 

to Sunday School and come and be with us. May God 

richly bless each and every one of you. 

 

“This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. This 

little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine. This little 

light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine.” Let it shine! Let 

it shine until Jesus comes! 

 

-Jeff A. Williamson, General Sunday School 

Coordinator 



 

 

 

Amy R. Hatton, General ABM/VLB Coordinator 

 

(Part I of the ABM Message preached at the 117th 

General Assembly) 

 

Assembly Band Movement Theme for the upcoming 

2023-2024 year: Ready, Set, Go! 

 

Theme Scripture: “Let us be glad and rejoice, and give 

honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 

and his wife hath made herself ready” (Revelation 

19:7). 

 

We are all invited to a wedding. We joyfully invite you 

to celebrate the marriage of Jesus Christ and The Church 

of God. At the midnight cry. Reception to Follow: 

Marriage Supper of the Lamb.  

 

Jesus came to this earth to reconcile God to man. But 

He also came for another reason. Jesus came for His 

bride.  To understand the marriage between Christ and 

the Church, we cannot think of our Western customs of 

marriage.  Here, two people fall in love.  They get 

engaged.  They make wedding plans with the option of 

calling off the wedding.  The engagement is not binding.  

They have the ceremony.  And if they go through with 

it, and say, “I do,” the marriage is final when they are 

pronounced husband and wife. 

 

But Jesus was a perfect Hebrew.  Which means in order 

for Him to get a bride, He had to follow the Jewish 

customs of marriage, and a Jewish marriage was a very 

detailed process. 

 

1. THE HEBREW FATHER CHOSES THE BRIDE 

FOR THE SON.  

 

Then the son would honor his father's choice and 

arrangement plans would begin. 

 

God the Father chose Jesus’s bride: The Church of God. 

Christ honored God’s choice and arrangement plans 

were set in motion.  Jesus made this clear, in the 

scripture when He said, “I have manifested thy name 

(The Church of God) unto the men which thou gavest 

me out of the world…” (John 17:6) 

  

And “My Father, which gave them me, is greater than 

all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my Father's 

hand” (John 10:29). 

 

2. A DOWRY WAS 

NEGOTIATED TO BE PAID BY 

THE GROOM TO THE FAMILY 

OF THE BRIDE. 

 

Contrary to the practice of many 

other cultures, in which the bride’s family would pay the 

groom’s family a dowry, in Jewish culture the groom 

paid a bride price. Many Jews in the Middle East still 

practice this custom today.  The groom approaches the 

family of the girl he has chosen.  He asks permission to 

marry her.  Then negotiates the price to be paid to 

purchase her.  The dowry can be an article of great price 

or a service performed. 

 

Jesus went to God the Father on The Church of God’s 

behalf.  He negotiated the price to purchase us.  God 

didn’t want silver or gold or anything that would 

corrupt.  No.  The price was much higher than that. The 

highest price of all.  Jesus’s own life. 

 

Jesus even tried to get the bride’s purchase price down.  

He negotiated in the Garden of Gethsemane 

“Saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup 

from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done” 

(Luke 22:42).   

 

He prayed to let the cup pass from Him if there was any 

other way, but no other price would meet the Father’s 

requirements.  

 

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 

begotten Son” (John 3:16a).   “…Christ also loved the 

church, and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25b).  

That was the dowry! 

 

3. WHEN THE PRICE WAS SETTLED, IT WAS 

AGREED UPON IN FRONT OF TWO WITNESSES 

SO THAT NO ONE COULD OBJECT TO IT.  

 

“28b … he took Peter and John and James, and went up 

into a mountain to pray.” “30 And, behold, there talked 

with him two men, which were Moses and Elias: 31 Who 

appeared in glory, and spake of his decease which he 

should accomplish at Jerusalem.” (Luke 9:28b-31) 

 

Jesus was the bridegroom. Peter, John, and James 

represented the bride, and Moses and Elijah were the 2 

witnesses. What did they speak about? Jesus’s decease. 
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(Jesus’s death!) The purchase price was agreed upon 

with Jesus the groom. Peter, John, and James the bride. 

And in front of two of the greatest men of all times.  

Who would question the character of Moses and Elijah 

and object to this marriage? 

 

4. NEXT THE VERBAL COVENANT WAS TAKEN 

 

This is the part that is binding and final.  Espousal means 

promise.  When this covenant was taken, they were 

considered espoused – Even though the purchase price 

had not yet been paid.  Many organizations preach that 

the Church was started on the day of Pentecost.  But 

Jesus had already died and rose again.  On the day of 

Pentecost, the purchase price was already paid, but that 

doesn’t line up with Jewish custom.  Jesus founded the 

Church before the purchase price was paid – before the 

cross. 

 

The Bible says “And he goeth up into a mountain, and 

calleth unto him whom he would: and they came unto 

him.  And he ordained twelve, that they should be with 

him, and that he might send them forth to preach.  And 

to have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out 

devils.” (Mark 3:13-15) 

 

This is the part that is binding and final for us to become 

a part of the bride of Christ.   

Our covenant: 

 

“Will you sincerely promise in the presence of God and 

these witnesses that you will accept this Bible as the 

Word of God—believe and practice its teachings rightly 

divided—the New Testament as your rule of faith and 

practice, government and discipline, and walk in the 

light to the best of your knowledge and ability?” This is 

a “perpetual covenant that shall not be forgotten.” 

 

Perpetual means everlasting, eternal, unchanging, 

forever, permanent, and endless.  This covenant is 

binding and final. 

 

5. TO SEAL THE COVENANT THE BRIDE AND 

GROOM DRINK A CUP OF WINE TO SYMBOLIZE 

THE ACCEPTANCE OF THE COVENANT. 

 

Once again, this takes place before the dowry is paid. 

 

Jesus said, “With desire I have desired to eat this 

passover with you before I suffer. And he took the cup 

and gave thanks and said Take this and divide it among 

yourselves.  This cup is the new testament in my blood, 

which is shed for you.” (Luke 22:15, 17, 20) 

   

We know that the fruit of the vine represents the blood 

of Christ which we partake of during Communion. But 

there’s even more to it.  The bride and the groom sealed 

the covenant and showed that the bride was legitimately 

His.  The bride and groom drinking the wine together 

showed that they understood and agreed on the 

marriage. Indicating that there is no question that She 

belongs to Him. 

 

6. THE PURCHASE PRICE IS PAID TO THE 

BRIDE’S PARENTS 

 

Jesus did not have to pay the price of His life to us.  He 

paid it for us, but not to us.  He paid the price to the 

Father.  Yes, He bought salvation.  But He also 

purchased his bride.   

 

“As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: 

and I lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:15) 

 

“Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay 

down my life, that I might take it again.” (John 10:17) 

 

“For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God 

in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.” (1 

Corinthians 6:20)  

 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the 

flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 

overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath 

purchased with his own blood” (Acts 20:28) 

 

Jesus endured the cross and conquered death, hell, and 

the grave. Hallelujah! Dowry was paid in full! 

 

7. IN HEBREW TRADITION, THE BRIDE AND 

GROOM MAKE PREPARATIONS TO LIVE 

TOGETHER 

 

After the purchase price has been paid, up to this point 

the bride and groom haven’t lived together.  They are 

separate.  Now the groom goes back to the father’s 

house to prepare a place for his bride, while the bride 

uses this time to prepare for the grooms return.  This 

wasn’t a quick process.  It took at least a year. 

 

Jesus went to heaven (the Father’s house) to prepare a 

place for the bride. Jesus said, “In my Father’s house 

are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told 

you.  I go to prepare a place for you.” (John 14:2) 

 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


The Arise Shine                                          11       October 2023 

8. DURING THIS TIME THE BRIDE MAKES 

HERSELF READY 

 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him: for 

the marriage of the Lamb is come, and his wife hath 

made herself ready And to her was granted that she 

should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the 

fine linen is the righteousness of saints.” (Rev 19:7-8) 

 

Bride prepares herself. The bride would not know the 

day. The arrival was usually announced with a trumpet 

call and a shout so the bride had some forewarning. The 

groom was to prepare a place for his bride, while the 

bride focused on her personal preparations, wedding 

garments, and the lamps. Since the bride didn’t know 

the exact time the groom would return, she kept her oil 

lamps ready at all times, just in case the groom came in 

the night, to lead the bridal procession to the home he 

had prepared for her.  

 

And the Church is preparing for Jesus’ return.  She is 

cleansing herself and getting rid of her own rags.  

Putting on the beautiful garments the groom has given 

to her.  “Fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen 

is the righteousness of saints.” The Holy Ghost, gifts, 

and ministries were given to us to make us ready.  We 

must strip away our earthly garments and sanctify 

ourselves. And keep oil in our lamps for the grooms 

return.  

 

The Bible says, “That he might sanctify and cleanse it 

with the washing of water by the word.  That he might 

present it to himself a glorious church not having spot 

or wrinkle or any such thing but that it should be holy 

and without blemish.” (Ephesians 6:26-27)  

 

The Church must be ready to honor Jesus when He 

comes. Being ready means: no spot, no wrinkle, no 

blemish, glorious and holy. That he might present it to 

himself a glorious church.  

We’ve all seen people attempt to be glorious. “Look at 

me, I’m somebody important. I’m somebody 

impressive. I work for general headquarters.” That 

attitude doesn’t make us glorious.  

 

“And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the 

haughtiness of men shall be made low: and the LORD 

alone shall be exalted in that day.” (Isaiah 2:17) 

 

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for 

ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear 

beautiful outward, but are within full of 

dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness.” (Matthew 

23:27) 

 

“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be 

seen of them: otherwise ye have no reward of your 

Father which is in heaven.” (Matt 6:1) 

 

“If any man among you seem to be religious, and 

bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this 

man's religion is vain.” (James 1:26) 

 

Some people are sitting around waiting for God to 

perfect the Church, but it isn’t His responsibility. He 

paid the bride purchase price on the cross. He’s finished. 

Now it’s our responsibility. “his wife hath made herself 

ready.” Come on and let’s make ourselves ready.   

 

9. THE GROOM RETURNS WHEN THE FATHER 

DECIDES IT’S TIME 

 

“16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 

up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 

the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” (1 

Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

 

When everything was complete, the groom would return 

and fetch his bride. The timing of the return was decided 

by the Father. 

 

“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 

angels of heaven, but my Father only.” (Matthew 24:36) 

 

The groom, by far, is the most important one at the 

Hebrew marriage.  In our Western culture, it is all about 

us ladies. Where we want to have the wedding.  Who 

will be in the wedding.  What will be worn.  The 

decorations.  The songs and music, and most 

importantly what wedding gown we will wear.  It’s our 

day!  They play here comes the bride.  Everyone stands.  

All eyes are on us, and the groom is just along for the 

ride.  Why?  Ladies – we do all the work!  And our side 

of the family pays all the bills! 

  

But in the Jewish wedding, the bridegroom is the focus.  

He is the honored one.  Why?  He did all the work!  And 

he was the one that paid the price! 

 

Amy Ranee Hatton 

General ABM Coordinator 
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY APPOINTMENTS 

2023/2024 
 

General Administrative Coordinator…………………………….K. Scott Hatton 

 

General Accountant/ Assembly Band Movement Coordinator…..Amy R. Hatton 

 

General Assistant Editor of The Arise Shine/Website/Bible Training Institute Coordinator……K. Scott Hatton 

 

General Church of Prophecy Marker Association…………………………… 

        

General Sunday School Coordinator………………………..Jeff A. Williamson 

 

General Victory Leaders Band Coordinator…………..……….Amy R. Hatton 

 

General Women’s Missionary Band Coordinator………………Ashley A. Pope 

 

Administrative Committee:  General Trustees:  

James C. Nabors, Chairman  James C. Nabors, Chairman  

K. Scott Hatton   K. Scott Hatton 

             

General Property Committee: Questions & Subject Committee: 

James C. Nabors, Chairman  K. Scott Hatton Chairman 

K. Scott Hatton          

 

Ways & Means Committee:  Counseling Committee: 

K. Scott Hatton, Chairman  Jeff A. Williamson             

Jeff A. Williamson 

Daniel G. Pope      

                      

Church Business Guide Editor:  Watchman Committee:,  

James C. Nabors Chairman   Jeff A. Williamson, Chairman 

K. Scott Hatton    Danny G. Pope 

 

World Mission Committee:     

James C. Nabors, Chairman   

K. Scott Hatton     

             

 

 

      STATES/COUNTIRIES 

REGIONAL/NATIONAL OVERSEERS 
 

States Overseers 

Southwest Central Region  

Mississippi/Arkansas/Louisiana 

/Oklahoma/Texas/Kansas 

 

Southeast/Central Region  

       Alabama/Florida/Georgia/ 

Indiana/Kentucky/ 

N Carolina/Ohio/Tennessee 

K. Scott Hatton 
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Countries Overseers 

Argentina/Brazil/Chile/ 

Paraguay/Uruguay 
 

Cameroon/Burundi/DR Congo/ 

Republic of Congo/Kenya/ 

Rwanda/South Sudan/Tanzania/Uganda 

Elie Poupo   

Colombia Arturo Cuervo Otalora 

Dominican Republic/Haiti 
Fabio Alvarez Reyes 

Ivory Coast/Mali Solomon Adebayo  Adesina 

Mexico Serapio Caamal Nahuat 

  Nicaragua/Belize/Costa   Rica/El 

                Salvador/Guatemala/  

Honduras/Panama/Spain 

Rosario de Jesus  Salinas Benavides 

Nigeria/Benin/Burkina Faso/Ghana/Togo Caleb Olabode Olayinka 

Venezuela  

Zimbabwe/Malawi/Mozambique/South 

Africa/Zambia 
 

 

Mission Representative South America…………… 

 Argentina  Bolivia    Chile    

Columbia  Paraguay   Peru   

 Uruguay  Venezuela 

 

         Mission Representative Central America/Europe... 

 Belize   Costa Rica   Dominican Republic  

El Salvador  Guatemala   Haiti 

 Honduras  Mexico   Nicaragua   

Panama  Spain 

  

         Mission Representative Africa/Asia………………… 

 Benin   Burkina Faso    Burundi 

Cameroon  Congo (DR)    Congo (Republic Of) 

 Equatorial Guinea Dubai(United Arab Emirates)       Ghana      

 Ivory Coast  Kenya     Nigeria     

Rwanda  Tanzania    Togo   

Uganda  Nepal       

 

  Church Editorial/History/Polity/Doctrine Committee:         Communications/Media 

  K. Scott Hatton, Chairman                        Kenneth W. Hatton, Chairman  

  Jeff A. Williamson, S.S. Coordinator      K. Alex Hatton 

  James C. Nabors, S.S. Editor         

  Amy R. Hatton      

 

  Publishing Committee:      Audio Engineers Committee: 

  K. Scott Hatton, Chairman         K. Alex Hatton, Chairman 

  Amy R. Hatton       Jeff A. Williamson 
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Ashley A. Pope, General Women’s Missionary Band Coordinator 

 

Greetings, brothers and sisters! My name is Ashley, and 

I come to you from the great state of Tennessee. I am 

happy to report that Tennessee is alive and well with the 

sound of missions. I imagine you are wondering, “Well, 

that sounds great, but what does it mean?” I am happy 

to explain. 

 

The Bible states in Isaiah Chapter 5: 

26 And he will lift up an ensign to the nations from far, 

and will hiss unto them from the end of the earth: and, 

behold, they shall come with speed swiftly: 27 None 

shall be weary nor stumble among them; none shall 

slumber nor sleep; neither shall the girdle of their loins 

be loosed, nor the latchet of their shoes be broken: 28 

Whose arrows are sharp, and all their bows bent, their 

horses' hoofs shall be counted like flint, and their 

wheels like a whirlwind: 29 Their roaring shall be like 

a lion, they shall roar like young lions: yea, they shall 

roar, and lay hold of the prey, and shall carry it away 

safe, and none shall deliver it. 30 And in that day they 

shall roar against them like the roaring of the sea: and 

if one look unto the land, behold darkness and sorrow, 

and the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. 

 

Oh, precious saints of God, can you hear it? Can you 

hear the call? Can you hear God calling us? God is 

calling His people from all over the world. He is calling 

us, The Church of God, His precious bride, to come 

together strong and ready for the days to come! 

 

We are called to be disciples and followers of Jesus, the 

ones who know the Father's voice. Jesus is calling us to 

go out to the mission field and let people know about 

His love and His church. 

 

A familiar passage of scripture says: 

 

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and 

preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth 

and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not 

shall be damned.” (Mark 16:15-16)  

 

Isn’t that our goal? To help spread the message of God 

and His Church to the whole world? What can we do? 

Where do we start? Well, it all starts with 

missions. Missions is how we are going 

to reach the whole world, every part of 

the world. 

 

I am sure you are now wondering, 

“How? How can I help? What can I do to help spread 

the gospel to the whole world?” My teenage son asked 

me the same thing, and I explained what missions is. 

Missions is how we reach out to the world. That’s 

where we come in (que the music). We have been called 

by the Lord to help with missions. This month is a very 

special one. It’s October!!! We all know what October 

is. That’s right! It is World Mission Month. It is 

October World Missions. This is the month where we 

dedicate ourselves to raising and donating funds so we 

can reach the whole world. I would love for us all to ask 

ourselves, “What can I do? How can I help make a 

difference this month?” I am glad you asked. There are 

so many things we can do, even if we are unable to 

travel to other countries to share the gospel. We can 

give money to help our overseers travel and cover their 

expenses. We can use our talents for the good of the 

Church. Do you bake? Do you crochet? Do you sing? 

What talents do you have that you can use for the 

Church to raise money for missions? I would love to 

challenge all of you to think of something you are good 

at and use it to help raise funds this month. 

 

What am I planning on doing? Well, I am pretty good 

at selling things. Currently, I am selling beef jerky and 

Pampered Chef for missions this month. If you are 

interested in purchasing any of these or holding a 

fundraiser and need some help, please feel free to reach 

out to me at apope1982@yahoo.com, and I will be 

happy to assist in any way I can. 

 

God bless you and thank you for all your help with 

Women’s Missionary Band and missions. Remember, 

the world is alive with the sound of missions. Aren’t 

you thankful to be in The Church of God, and one 

glorious day, we will all hear that glorious trumpet 

sound? We will all gather to meet the Bridegroom, and 

we will be glad we did all we could to help bring the 

message to the whole world. 
 

 

The Church is Alive with the

about:blank
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K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator, Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region

Never before do we need Bible Training Institute as much 

as we do now. We live in the information age, but a lot of 

information is not good nor accurate. You can find any 

belief system you want. You can find someone to interpret 

the scripture in whatever way you want. However, we 

must not have man’s interpretation. We must have the 

unadulterated truth of God’s Word by rightly dividing the 

entire scripture with the Holy Ghost opening our eyes to 

give us understanding! Our BTI theme for this coming 

year is, “Standing on the Rock of the Word of God”. 

When the winds of doctrine are blowing in all directions, 

Stand on the Rock! Christ, being the Word made flesh, is 

the Solid Rock to stand on. As the song says, “On Christ 

the Solid Rock I’ll stand, all other ground is sinking sand.” 

In my short time here on earth, I have seen what used to 

be acceptable in our society is no longer acceptable and 

what was absolutely not accepted is now not only 

accepted but praised. The world’s foundation is made of 

sand that shifts with every wave and breeze. However, the 

scripture is a firm foundation.  

 

“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father: there 

is one that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom ye trust. 

For had ye believed Moses, ye would have believed me: 

for he wrote of me. But if ye believe not his writings, how 

shall ye believe my words?” (John 5:45-47) 

 

Even though most of the world believes that there was a 

man named Jesus who existed and died on the cross, many 

do not believe the words of Jesus. They do not believe that 

He is the Son of God that rose from the dead after three 

days. They do not believe that He was the one prophesied 

to die for the sins of the people.  

 

The people of Jesus’ time were no different. They 

believed that He existed, they could see Him with their 

eyes, but many did not believe in Him. However, they did 

trust and respect Moses, and Jesus told them that if they 

really believed the writings of Moses, which are the first 

five books of the Old Testament, then they would believe 

in Him because Moses spoke of Him. Jesus made this 

statement even though none of the Old Testament 

mentions the name of Jesus. They probably thought, 

“Where in the book of Genesis? Where in the book of 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy?” Where 

was Jesus spoken of? Just open your Bible. You can 

practically go to any place in the Bible and see Jesus. 

Moses spoke of Jesus by describing Him and portraying 

Him in types and shadows. This is an 

important biblical concept when reading 

the Word of God. The scripture will often 

have a literal interpretation and a 

prophetic interpretation. 

 

“For the law having a shadow of good things to come, 

and not the very image of the things, can never with those 

sacrifices which they offered year by year continually 

make the comers thereunto perfect.” (Hebrews 10:1) 

 

The Passover Lamb with the blood on the doorpost so the 

death angel would pass by was a type of Christ. The 

sacrificial lambs pointed to the day when Jesus would be 

the only sacrifice. The bronze serpent on the pole was 

lifted up for the Israelite's healing, so Jesus was hung on 

a tree for the healing of the world. (John 3:14) Jesus 

compared Himself to manna and declared Himself to be 

the true bread from heaven, the Bread of Life that meets 

all of our spiritual needs eternally. Even men were a type 

of Christ. Adam's disobedience introduced sin and death 

into the world, while Jesus' obedience destroyed sin and 

brought grace and eternal life. Isaac was a type of Jesus. 

Isaac was miraculously conceived. Loved by his father. 

Submitted to the will of his father and even carried the 

wood to be used for his sacrifice. Joseph being falsely 

accused, then exalted with all nations being blessed was a 

type of Christ. Even Moses himself was a type of Christ. 

Like Moses led God’s people out of the bondage of 

slavery, Jesus leads people out of the bondage of sin. Both 

were intercessors between God and man. Jesus was not 

only referenced in the first five books but all throughout 

the Old Testament. Jesus compared Himself to Jonah. 

Jonah sacrificed himself for his shipmates and was three 

days in the belly of the great fish and miraculously 

survived. Jesus died for us, was buried and rose again 

three days later. Boaz, took a gentile for a bride and 

restored her. Through Jesus, we can live forever and 

become heirs of God as His Bride. Samson’s birth was 

announced by an angel. He was set apart and saved his 

people. He acted under the power of God. Was betrayed 

and died to destroy enemies. Job was perfect in his ways 

yet he suffered. David was a shepherd who became a king. 

Jesus is the Good Shepherd and the King of kings. 

Solomon was known for his wisdom, reign of peace, and 

building of the temple with all nations coming to pay 

tribute. Speaking of Jesus, the scripture says: (Colossians 

2:3) “In whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
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knowledge.” He is the Prince of peace. He referred to 

Himself as the temple that would be destroyed and raised 

back up, and one day every knee will bow and pay tribute. 

 

Jesus was written about in the Old Testament before He 

walked as a man on earth. Jesus dying for our sins is 

throughout all scripture. For 4000 years leading up to that 

event, God foretold of Jesus’ coming through types and 

shadows. It is through prophecy that we can convince 

unbelievers of the Truth of Jesus. 

 

This is one of the times that Moses wrote of Jesus: 

  

“And all the congregation of the children of Israel 

journeyed from the wilderness of Sin, after their journeys, 

according to the commandment of the LORD, and pitched 

in Reph-I-dim: and there was no water for the people to 

drink. Wherefore the people did chide with Moses, and 

said, Give us water that we may drink. And Moses said 

unto them, Why chide ye with me? Wherefore do ye tempt 

the LORD?” (Exodus 17:1, 2) 

 

The children of Israel had a lot to be thankful for. God 

delivered them from Egypt by performing great miracles. 

He fed them with manna from Heaven, but they 

complained because they had no water to drink. We can 

look at this account and easily say that they should have 

gone to Moses in a humble spirit and asked him if he 

would ask God for the water. They should have said that 

if God did not give them water, then they were prepared 

to die with a heart still filled with gratitude towards God, 

but when you are living it, it is hard to feel that way. 

 

Speaking of Jesus, Stephen preached: “This is he, that was 

in the church in the wilderness with the angel which spake 

to him in the mount Sina, and with our fathers: who 

received the lively oracles to give unto us:” (Acts 7:38 ) 

 

Stephen said that the Israelites were a type of The Church 

of God. They were the church in the wilderness. We can 

learn from their mistakes. If we are not careful, we can 

look around and say, “God, you brought us out for this?” 

The Church of God will experience times of plenty but 

also times of want. During those times that we are 

wandering in the desert, thirsty for the Spirit of God, we 

must humbly ask Him for His blessings. My prayer today 

is “God, pour out Your blessing upon The Church of 

God!” “Not because we deserve it, but because of Your 

ever-loving kindness.”   

 

We too can get spoiled or entitled. We can become 

ungrateful for all that God has done for us while at the 

same time demanding that He give us what is owed. When 

we have difficulties in The Church of God, doubts 

sometimes arise, but that is when we must draw closer to 

God even more. That is when the greatest miracles will 

come. Trust in Him Church! Trust that He will take care 

of and provide for us no matter how dark the night gets. 

When you feel that you have trusted God beyond all 

reason, then that is when He will get the most glory. 

 

“And the people thirsted there for water; and the people 

murmured against Moses, and said, Wherefore is this that 

thou hast brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and our 

children and our cattle with thirst?” (Exodus 17:3) 

 

The people falsely accused Moses and therefore were 

falsely accusing God. They had a demanding entitled 

spirit. They forgot all the good that Moses and God did 

and even resented that good. Church, if we are not careful, 

we will look back at our past and only remember the good 

while forgetting about the trials and tribulations that He 

brought us through. We have difficulty seeing the 

blessings and miracles of today. Do you feel that God has 

brought The Church of God out of Egypt just to die of 

thirst in the desert? But we must never forget the good that 

God has blessed us with. We must hold onto His promises. 

We must never question His presence or providence 

which is His divine protective care. 

 

“And Moses cried unto the LORD, saying, What shall I do 

unto this people? They be almost ready to stone me.” 

(Exodus 17:4) 

 

God had an answer. He told Moses exactly what to do. 

God had specific instructions. We need to notice what 

those instructions were because God does everything for 

a reason. Every detail in scripture has meaning. 

 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, Go on before the 

people, and take with thee of the elders of Israel; and thy 

rod, wherewith thou smotest the river, take in thine hand, 

and go. 6 Behold, I will stand before thee there upon the 

rock in Horeb; and thou shalt smite the rock, and there 

shall come water out of it, that the people did so in the 

sight of the elders of Israel.” (Exodus 17:5-6) 

 

God had specific instructions for Moses. Moses was to go 

before the people to a rock in Horeb with the Elders of 

Israel and take the rod that he used in other miracles. 

Moses was to strike the rock with his rod, and water would 

come out of it for the people to drink. The question is why 

did God have those specific instructions? God could have 

given them water in 10,000 different ways. God could 

have caused it to rain like He did with the flood, but would 

God get the glory? No. The people would have just said it 
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just rained. God could have made the rock burst open with 

water without Moses doing anything. God could have 

made them not thirsty in the first place like He did with 

Elijah. Elijah went in the strength of food for 40 days. 

However, they may have said that it was by their strength 

and power. And why did God have Moses strike the rock? 

Why not have him speak to the rock or hit it a few times 

instead of once? This is an extremely important Bible 

concept. We are talking about Bible Training Institute. 

The important Bible concept is “do what God tells you to 

do through His Word”. You may not fully understand 

everything that God asks of you, but do what He says to 

do. How simple is that? That is one of the core principles 

of the Church. That is what made and makes The Church 

of God stand out among the rest. We just want to be 

obedient to the Word of God. Our forefathers and Brother 

AJ Tomlinson wanted to shake off manmade creeds and 

traditions and dig into the Word of God. Through study 

and prayer, the Holy Ghost began to reveal to them 

biblical truths that had been hidden and covered over.  

And still today that must be our desire as members of His 

Church. If God says it, then we do it. No matter if it goes 

against the cultural practices of the country that we live 

in. No matter if it is not aligned with mainstream 

Christianity. I do not want to know what others say, I want 

to know what God says! We follow God’s Holy Word to 

the letter. Every detail of God's plan has meaning and 

purpose, and we can trust that He will always guide us in 

the right direction. A person would not know by just 

reading this account the significance of Moses’ actions. 

More than likely Moses did not know why God asked him 

to do what He did, but we have the benefit of the entire 

Bible. God could have easily told Moses to take the rod 

and make a plague upon the people, but He chose to have 

mercy on them and used the rod for good. It was the same 

rod that God used in Egypt to show that He was still the 

same God. He asked the elders to go with him to have 

witnesses of His greatness. He was getting ready to do 

something mighty, and He wanted people to see and 

remember this.  

 

When Moses struck the rock, it was not a little stream 

trickling out of it. I used to imagine that, but I found in 

Psalms where it speaks of this account. 

 

“He clave the rocks in the wilderness, and gave them drink 

as out of the great depths. 16 He brought streams also out 

of the rock, and caused waters to run down like rivers.” 

(Psalms 78:15) 

 

“Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into 

a fountain of waters.” (Psalms 114:8) 

 

This was more than just one stream. It ran in many 

different directions. This water was like rivers not a river 

and this must have been a significant sized rock. God said 

go to the rock in Horeb. I am sure that there were many 

rocks, but He said go to the rock. If this was all to the story 

then still it would show God’s greatness, of His goodness, 

His might and mercy, but there is a far greater significance 

to this account. Throughout the Bible, the Lord is referred 

to as a Rock. 

 

He is the Rock.   (Deut. 32:4)    

The Rock of his salvation.  (Deut. 32:15) 

The Rock that begat thee.  (Deut. 32:18) 

The LORD is my rock.  (II Sam. 22:2) 

The Rock of Israel.  (II Sam 23:3)   

The rock of my refuge.  (Psalms 94:22) 

The Rock of our salvation.  (Psalms 95:1) 

The rock of thy strength.  (Isaiah 17:10)   

 

God literally was not the rock that Moses struck because 

our God is spirit. He is not made of stone or wood, but the 

rock that Moses struck represented the coming Savior of 

the world, Jesus. This account foreshadowed a time when 

God would come to earth in the form of man and dwell 

among men, men that were thirsty, that were dying. He 

would then be struck once and by that act, all of mankind 

could receive living water. Water that whosoever chose to 

drink of it would have eternal life. 

 

“Moreover, brethren, I would not that ye should be 

ignorant, how that all our fathers were under the cloud, 

and all passed through the sea; 2 And were all baptized 

unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3 And did all eat 

the same spiritual meat; 4 And did all drink the same 

spiritual drink: for they drank of that spiritual Rock that 

followed them: and that Rock was Christ.” (I 

Corinthians 10:1) 

 

This account worked out because Moses was obedient, 

and we can see how Jesus was broken for us so that we 

can live, but the analogy does not end here. The same 

situation occurred years later and again the people forgot 

all that God did for them. The people gathered together 

again against Moses and complained about still being in 

the desert without water. Many people would rather be in 

slavery and have stability than have freedom and rely on 

God. They would give up freedom for comfort. Moses and 

Aaron sought God about this.  

 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Take the rod, 

and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron 

thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; 

and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth 
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to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the 

congregation and their beasts drink.” (Numbers 20:7-8) 

 

God would do it again with another rock to show the first 

rock was not special. They had a spirit of complaining. 

Though the people were not thankful to God, He still 

heard their cries. However, this time, there was a 

difference. God told Moses to speak to the rock only and 

not to strike it, as He had instructed the first time. Just like 

God had a reason the first time when He told Moses to 

strike the rock, this time He had a reason for Moses to just 

speak to the rock. 

 

“And Moses took the rod from before the LORD, as he 

commanded him. And Moses and Aaron gathered the 

congregation together before the rock, and he said unto 

them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of 

this rock? And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod 

he smote the rock twice: and the water came out 

abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts 

also.” (Numbers 20:9-11) 

 

Moses said, “Must we fetch water” as if it was by Moses’ 

power. That was his first mistake. Then Moses hit the rock 

twice out of anger instead of just speaking to it as God 

commanded. It was bad enough that he hit it once but him 

hitting it twice showed not only his anger but also his 

impatience. Yes, Moses had a right to be angry at the 

Israelites, but the scripture says, “Be angry and sin not.” 

Disobedience to God is sin. God was angry, not because 

Moses was angry but because Moses disobeyed God. 

Despite having a wonderful relationship with God, Moses 

still had to obey Him. Anytime you disobey God, He is 

angry. 

 

“And the LORD spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye 

believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children 

of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation 

into the land which I have given them.” (Numbers 20:12) 

 

Moses did not obey God, and no matter how good the 

excuse sounds, no excuse is ever good enough to disobey 

God. Secondly, Moses' disobedience marred a beautiful 

type and shadow of Christ. God had instructed Moses to 

strike the first rock only once, symbolizing that Jesus 

would only die once for the sin of man. The second rock 

showed that He would only die once for the sins of man 

and now all we have to do is speak to the Rock of Christ. 

 

“Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 

more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in that 

he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he 

liveth unto God.” (Romans 6:9-10) 

 

In The Church of God, we must not and cannot deviate 

from theocracy which is God’s direction and government.  

We have seen how easy it is for people, some of them even 

good people, to go against God’s plan. We must be 

determined to follow God’s will no matter what. Above 

all us. Moses was a great man. When he died, God took 

his body. The New Testament tells the account of Jesus 

going up on the mountain and talking with Moses and 

Elijah. Moses was a great man, but he made a mistake. 

Church, in all of our business, in all of our appointments, 

in all that we do, we must follow Christ, the head of the 

Church to the letter. One slight deviation is too much! 

 

Today, there is enough water that it more than meets our 

needs. He has a never-ending supply. It would not have 

done any good if the people just stood and watched as the 

water poured out of the rock. They had to get down on 

their knees and drink it for themselves. Let us humbly go 

before the Lord in prayer and drink from that Spiritual 

Rock! 

 

After all of this, Moses and Aaron were not going to be 

allowed to see the Promised Land. That does not sound 

like much to us but if you have been wandering in a desert 

for nearly forty years listening to complaining, you would 

really want to go there. We can sympathize with Moses. 

It seems that he had every right to act out at the people but 

two things we have to keep in mind. Moses did not obey 

God, and no matter how good the excuse sounds, no 

excuse is ever good enough to disobey God. Secondly, 

Moses' disobedience marred a beautiful type and shadow 

of Christ. God had instructed Moses to strike the rock only 

once, symbolizing Jesus' one sacrifice for all sin. 

 

“Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no 

more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in 

that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, 

he liveth unto God.” (Romans 6:9) 

 

He did not have to die more than once because He was 

such a perfect sacrifice that was more than enough to 

cover all of the sins of mankind. He is not going to die 

anymore. It is important to understand that Jesus' death on 

the cross was sufficient to cover all of mankind's sins, past 

and present. He does not need to die again, as he was the 

perfect sacrifice for our redemption. 

 

“Who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 

sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: 

for this he did once, when he offered up himself.” 

(Hebrews 8:27) 
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Jesus' sacrifice on the cross was the ultimate sacrifice, and 

it is no longer necessary for Him to offer Himself 

continually as the priests did with animal sacrifices. He 

paid that price once and for all. If Moses obeyed God, then 

this would have represented that Jesus would never again 

be broken. He would never suffer again for us. God 

wanted the rock spoken to, to show us that now all we 

have to do is speak to the Rock of Christ if we want that 

living water. 

 

There was enough water that it more than met their needs. 

It was a never-ending supply and today, the Lord still has 

a never-ending supply of that spiritual water. It is not that 

any of us deserve it, but it is because of the love that He 

has for us. 

 

In the Book of John, it says: 

 

“In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 

and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, 

and drink. 38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture 

hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living 

water.” (John 7:37) 

 

If you are thirsty, then go to Jesus by believing in Him. If 

you feel that something in your life is not right then drink 

from Him, for out of that Rock flows rivers of living 

water. Enough for every man and woman that has ever 

lived but you have to drink from it. The water that he 

provides is a never-ending supply that will meet all of our 

needs. It would not have done any good if the people just 

stood and watched as the water poured out of the rock. 

They had to get down on their knees and drink it for 

themselves. He wanted us to see that in order for us to 

have everlasting life then Jesus would have to be struck 

down and then we would have to go to Him for eternal 

life. We would have to humble ourselves and accept Him. 

It is such a shame that so many are thirsty and all they 

have to do is get the water. Just as the Israelites had to 

physically drink from the rock to receive the water that 

Moses struck, we must spiritually drink from Jesus to 

receive the living water that he offers. We must humble 

ourselves and accept him to experience eternal life. Just 

speak to Jesus and you will receive that water that you are 

thirsting after. Maybe you have never drunk from the 

Rock then get the experience that the Israelites got when 

Moses struck the rock once, or maybe you just want to 

drink from Him once more even though you know you are 

saved. We all get to the place sometimes where we need 

to experience Him again. The water still flows. I do not 

know whether or not the two rocks over in the Middle East 

today still have water flowing out of them, but I do know 

that spiritual water is just as fresh and cold today as it was 

two thousand years ago on Calvary!
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