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Easter: “He is not here: for He is risen…” (Matthew 28:6).  “Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within 

me, bless his holy name.  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine 

iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases; Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with 

lovingkindness and tender mercies; Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like 

the eagle's. The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed….The LORD is merciful 

and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy” (Psalm 103:1-6, 8). 
It is because, HE IS RISEN, that we have all of these benefits, that the writer of Psalm spoke about. Glory to God ―He 

is [indeed] risen…‖ On behalf of the General staff, we wish you and your family a Happy Easter 

 
March World Missions: Thank you, Sister Pope, for promoting our World Missions. The fields are white unto 

harvest. Calls continue to come in for us to share the message of Christ and The Church of God. You have been 

wonderful in your support and giving to Missions. At the writing of this issue of the Arise Shine we have Over $600.00 

being reported with other reports still to come in. Again, may God bless each of you for your faithfulness. 

―The harder we work and the faster we grow makes the devil more and more angry.  He is afraid of The Church of 

God and he has reason to be—his gates cannot prevail against her.  As we become stronger, he will fight us even 

harder on all levels—personal, local, state/nation, general and worldwide.  Let us beware of his devices.  He is not 

a respecter of persons; he would like to see us each and all fail and fall by the wayside.  But we do not have to be 

defeated.  There is a power greater than the devil and that is God.  He will help us to stand‖ (Robert J. Pruitt, The 

Evening Light). 

 

General Assembly: It is not too early to begin plans to attend the 119
th

 General Assembly in Cleveland, 

Tennessee – August 30, 31, 2025.   

 

Keep Praying:  Keep praying and believing!   There are miracles still to be seen and millions of lost souls to be 
won.  The whole gospel is to be preached to the whole world.  God give us the spirit of prayer until we have 

prevailed over every hindrance to complete VICTORY! Remember, “WE are STANDING…at the 

PRECIPISE…of DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES!!!” 

 

Missionary Partnership Alliance:  Praise the Lord for our National Overseers.  Thank you for giving to this 

worthwhile need.  It is through your generosity that food is placed on their table and other needs met.  Please 

consider giving a onetime gift or monthly pledge to this worthy cause. 
 

 

 

From the Desk of… 
James C. Nabors, General Overseer 

mailto:kscotthatton@yahoo.com
http://www.thechurchofgod.net/
http://www.the-churchofgod.org/
http://www.la-iglesiadedios.org/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


The Arise Shine                                          3           April 2025 

  

 

 

 

 

          

 

 

(James C. Nabors, General Overseer of The Church of God ANNUAL ADDRESS To the 118
th
  

General Assembly of The Church of God August 31, September 1, 2024, Part 3) 

 

WE ARE STANDING AT THE PRECIPICE OF DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES! 

 

FORWARD! OH, CHURCH OF GOD, TO 

FULFILL PROPHECY! 

 

Why do you believe what you believe? It begins with 

what the Apostle Paul said: Ephesians 1:10 "That in 

the dispensation of the fulness of times he might 

gather together in one all things in Christ, both 

which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in 

Him." 

 

There has been, and there continues to be, an 

ordering of dispensational truth that is arriving in 

The Church of God. An ordering of events, events 

that are to occur according to Biblical prophecy! 

They have been mandated and will come to pass 

according to The Word of God. Habakkuk refers to 

these events as a vision or revelation. These events 

are not hindered, nor are they restrained by the 

medium of time! Habakkuk 2:3 "For the vision is yet 

for an appointed time, but at the end it shall speak, 

and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it 

will surely come, it will not tarry." For God is not 

bound, nor is He held captive by increments of time. 

When prophecy‘s time has come, all events will be 

ordered in proper procedure as well as form. The 

Holy Ghost is the agent that energizes and brings to 

completeness or fulfillment the plans of Almighty 

God! When God speaks, time and eternity must 

stand still for the completion of God's Will! He 

alone, that purchased her, is well able to sustain Her! 

 

It was in this thought and in this framework that an 

unimpressive little group of men and women 

gathered themselves together on June 13, 1903, 

witnessing one of the most powerful events that has 

ever transformed people‘s lives! When Bishop A. J. 

Tomlinson climbed to the top of Burger Mountain in 

Fields of the Wood to pray and have communion 

with God, I am sure he did not fully realize what was 

about to occur! But he was a man that loved God and 

desired to follow His leading. It was on this day that 

God revealed THE CHURCH OF GOD to Brother 

Tomlinson. There were no other flesh-and-blood 

humans on the top of that mountain for him to see! 

But the Head of THE CHURCH OF GOD had pre-

planned a meeting for that very moment. However, 

there was One with Brother Tomlinson that made 

him to know that revelation had come! 

 

The principles and precepts of The Church of God 

had laid dormant for some 1,578 years. Yet they 

remained unshakable, awaiting prophecy‘s time to 

come for revelation to be given for someone to pay 

the price and receive His promises! In this encounter 

of the late 1800s and early 1900s, our forefathers 

accepted and practiced an approach to the New 

Testament that broke with all the religious traditions 

and customs of their day. They agreed to: "Accept 

the whole Bible, rightly divided, as the Word of God, 

believe and practice its teachings, the New 

Testament as their rule of faith, practice, 

government, and discipline, and to walk in the light 

to the best of their knowledge and ability." 

 

This statement literally freed them from traditional 

denominationalism and placed them into a position 

to follow God, searching for His Divine Truth—

being led by the illuminating fervency of the Holy 

Ghost and Fire. This, my friend, is the ―rule‖ 

today—looking to Him for guidance in 

understanding the Scriptures and for leadership in 

those areas that they did not know. He, the Spirit, 

became their life, leading them into every area—

whether unsearched or revealed! He was the 

illumination! We must rekindle that desire to be His, 

that led The Church of God this side of the Dark Age 

period! 

 

But 118 years ago, three years after that Glorious 

Arise and Shine, when the Church came forth from 
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that ―Dark Age‖ period where it had been buried for 

1,578 years, twenty-one delegates braved the swift 

wind and the cold. Twenty-one God-fearing men and 

women met in the first General Assembly to seek the 

Lord, to know His commands, to see what thus saith 

the Lord, and to find His will. According to our 

history, they wrote: "To search for common bonds, 

and more effective methods of cooperation and 

service!" "It was during this meeting, as the subject 

of evangelism was raised, that ‗strong men wept and 

bowed themselves,‘ as the weight of the awesome 

responsibility of being The Church of God, of 

bearing a life-and-death message to a skeptical 

world, came crushing down upon them." Is this not 

the same ―Commission‖ that we are under today? 

"His last command..." Should this not be "Our First 

Concern?" Numerically, it made no sense for such a 

small group. 

 

Have we not heard this today? "You mean you‘re 

The Church of God? You really believe that you‘re 

The Church of God? Something must be wrong with 

you! You‘ve got to be CRAZY! You must be out of 

your mind! You‘re not the big church down the 

street. You‘re not the big church with the stained 

glass. You‘re not the great cathedral. You‘re not the 

big church with the huge buildings. You‘re not the 

church with the big bulging bank accounts. You‘re 

not the one with the big television ministry. Why, 

our local church is larger than your whole state or 

region!" 

 

Let me say it again: number-wise, it made no sense 

for them in their day, nor does it make sense for us 

today in The Church! They were just ordinary, plain, 

down-to-earth, common men and women, 

backwoods people (if you please), from a little North 

Carolina county known as Cherokee. It makes no 

sense today for a group of people to set together and 

call themselves THE CHURCH OF GOD! 

 

That beginning, my friend, in 1903 was humble. 

They wore overalls and work boots. Many of them 

were farmers with no money, just barely surviving. 

Little education was among them as well. They were 

called ignorant and unlearned. Yet God placed such 

a burden and fear on them that they wept for lost 

men! The world thought little of them. To the world, 

they were just another fanatical group. Just common 

country people! But Jesus knew them by name. They 

had a personal relationship with God. They were in 

touch with God. That burden, my friend, must 

reappear in The Church of God! That hunger must 

surface once again! That overwhelming burden of 

the Church‘s mission must once again cry out from 

deep within our souls! 

 

Strong men must once again weep and cry out to 

God in an altar of prayer. Revival must break forth. 

The fire of commitment must once again seize our 

soul! "Strong men wept and bowed themselves," as 

the weight of the awesome responsibility of being 

The Church of God, of bearing a life-and-death 

message to a skeptical world, came crushing down 

upon them. This, my friend, is the mandate to The 

Church of God! Somehow, we must get this burden! 

"THAT HIS HOUSE MAY BE FILLED!" 

 

When we lose ourselves in Him, it is then that we 

relinquish ourselves of ourselves. It is then that we 

are free to hear His voice. It is then that we are 

totally willing to do His will. You see, the 

Commission Giver wants us to succeed! In fact, 

when we read the Commission, it states: Matthew 

28:18b "All power is given unto me in heaven and in 

earth." All power! The ―ALL POWER‖ lies with 

Him. Jesus said in Acts 1:8: "But ye shall receive 

power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: 

and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, 

and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost part of the earth." 

 

We only are to be capable vessels to carry out this 

command—when we are filled, when we are endued, 

with this POWER! This ―POWER‖ makes it possible 

to either toil or sacrifice! But He leaves no room for 

complacency in The Church of God! "But ye shall 

receive POWER"—Phenuma, power that is pushed 

by air, power that impacts us, power with a force, 

power that moves us. This ―Power,‖ my friend, 

makes you toil or sacrifice. But it will not allow you 

to remain dormant! 

 

I am afraid that the Holy Ghost has become only a 

feel-good agent to many—a tongue-talker, a 

goosebump-raiser. But this ―POWER‖ of the Holy 

Ghost is to propel us forward to complete our time in 

and on prophecy. Toil or sacrifice is the call. This is 

what the Apostle Paul meant when he said in 

Philippians 3:10: "…That I might know Him… and 

the fellowship of His sufferings…" 
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Paul knew, and he understood—the victory of all 

things, the victory of the cross, the victory for the 

commission, the victory of toil or sacrifice. It lies in 

our identifying with Christ in His sufferings, 

identifying with the Spirit that He possessed, 

identifying with His cause, identifying with His 

Mission. That is ―to make all men see.‖ 

 

We are called to be in CHRIST, 100% His, servants 

of His, slaves of the Master! This world does not 

need more politicians. It does not need more 

diplomats. It does not need more generals. But this 

world needs to see men—real men & women, strong 

men who will weep and bow down, not a false 

servant hood, not a shallow, emotional high, but the 

real thing. When real men and women—strong 

men—weep and bow low, I believe Christ, the 

suffering Savior, Christ, the rejected One, feels this 

compassion, feels this concern, feels this warmth of 

tears. 

 

Not only does He dispatch Heaven‘s Host, but I 

believe Jesus Himself bows low with us! I believe 

Jesus feels this concern. I believe Jesus bends over 

the portals of Glory and stretches His hand over The 

Church of God! 

 

There is something about being in a dark place, a 

lonely place, a fearful place. If someone reaches out 

and just places their hand in yours, comfort and 

reassurance floods in. It does not seem so lonely. It 

does not seem as dark. It does not feel as deserted. 

That is just how Christ is doing The Church of God. 

He is slipping His hand into our hand. Did He not 

say in Hebrews 13:5: "…that He would never leave 

nor forsake us… but be with us alway." 

 

Then we must trust in a God who cannot fail! It was 

said of King Henry IV that he was a great warrior. 

But he had one big problem—his knees would knock 

right before he got ready to go to battle. He would 

stand out there with all his armor on, and suddenly, 

his knees would just start shaking and knocking 

together. It was said the King would say: "Tremble, 

ye vile things, tremble. You‘d knock even worse if 

you knew where I‘m going to carry you in the next 

half hour." There are special places that our Lord is 

about to carry The Church of God! 

 

He is going to carry some individually ―to stand in 

the gap.‖ He wants to carry some to a prayer 

ministry. He wants some to preach. He may call you 

to missionary work. He is going to call some to 

sacrifice. But He is calling us all to toil. Think it not 

strange if the Holy Ghost nudges you to a new place 

in Him! Think it not unusual if He carries you to a 

deeper depth! Again, think it not strange if He begins 

to wake you in the night watches to cry out to Him! 

You see, we are in the completion program in THE 

CHURCH OF GOD! For some of you, the Holy 

Ghost is going to deal with you, or has been dealing 

with you with such a force that it will literally cause 

your knees to knock with what the Holy Ghost is 

impressing you to do! 

 

The devil is trying to intimidate The Church of God. 

He wants to hold The Church of God hostage. He is 

telling us it cannot be done. We will never complete 

the task. He wants the Church‘s knees to begin to 

knock. But we might as well go ahead and say: 

"Tremble, ye vile things, tremble… if you need 

to…" But I am going to listen to God! I am going to 

obey the Holy Ghost! We must turn it around on the 

devil and tell him: If you only knew where the Holy 

Ghost is about to carry The Church of God… We are 

going past the stars, and the moon, past all the 

galaxies of the Milky Way…We‘re headed for a 

Rapture that is out of this world! 

 

We are listening and responding. This side of the 

Rapture, we are just about ready to shake that ole 

bugger man up. It is just about time for his knees to 

shake. I believe that the Holy Ghost is now 

beginning to make a course correction that has been 

mandated by Jesus Christ, the Head of The Church! 

Why? Because: ―WE ARE STANDING AT THE 

PRECIPICE OF DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES!!!‖ 

 

The word precipice is a danger point—on the edge of 

danger, a cliffhanger. But as used in our theme, it is 

not a danger to those who have been baptized in The 

Holy Ghost and Fire! He has The Church of God in 

His hands. We are safe as we abide in Him! 

 

Somewhere in the past 20 to 40 years, we have 

strayed, to some degree, off course. Content in the 

revealing and uncovering that the Holy Ghost had 

given to us, we have become too complacent and 

have only been holding our spiritual gains at the 

level of the revelations as we know them to be today. 

And we of this generation have somewhat been 

victimized into believing that to stay the course, we 
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are to remain stagnated, immovable, on solid ground 

that we are familiar with. 

 

Now, this is not to say that what has been revealed is 

wrong or of none effect. For what we have was 

attained by diligently seeking Him for revelation! 

But we must now as ―WE ARE STANDING AT 

THE PRECIPICE OF DISPENSATIONAL 

GLORIES!!!‖ once again be engulfed by and with 

the Holy Ghost, for our marching orders are to pick 

up the pace. We have talked enough, explained 

enough, analyzed enough the experience of our 

forefathers. It is now time that we find this Spiritual 

renewal in Him! We have looked back to the past. 

We have looked forward to our future. We have 

looked around us today. It is now time that we look 

UPWARD toward Heaven! Receiving from Him to 

walk boldly into these DISPENSATIONAL 

GLORIES! 

 

We must now come to grips with ourselves that now 

is the time for the Holy Ghost to dominate us 

completely. Let Zion travail. Let her daughters weep. 

Let her sons cry aloud. Let her Daniels pray. Let her 

Jeremiahs lament—until the Holy Ghost fire falls 

over and over and over. We must have the help of 

the Holy Ghost, for some have been too drowsy, 

cold, lifeless, and despondent. We need HIM! 

AMEN! 

 

I want to be found looking for Jesus! How about 

you? Nothing standing between me and God. John 

4:24: 

"God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 

worship him in spirit and in truth." What has been 

begun in the Spirit shall not be completed in the arm 

of the flesh…but only by His Spirit! It is a necessity 

to be filled with the Spirit—full and gushing forth! 

We must now break into this realm of the Spirit of 

discovery and allow fresh inspiration and anointing 

to illuminate us in the light of His Word! 

 

"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for 

we know not what we should pray for as we ought: 

but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 

groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that 

searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the 

Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 

according to the will of God. And we know that all 

things work together for good to them that love God, 

to them who are the called according to his 

purpose." Romans 8:26-28 

 

There are ministries of the Holy Ghost that we have 

not begun to operate in, a full and complete 

dimension that God is calling us to. Again, there are 

hidden mysteries that we need and must be revealed. 

And revealed they shall be—for there are not enough 

demons in hell to stop the plan of God! We need a 

prayer meeting that is so complete that we get down 

to business with God and pray through! A prayer 

meeting where the Holy Ghost breaks through and 

prays through us and for us! A prayer meeting where 

the Holy Ghost takes over, and we hear Him praying 

for us, for exactly what we need! When we stay on 

our knees in the dust—where He is praying for us 

and the needs that we have—until we move past the 

familiar and just stay on our knees and allow Him to 

move on our behalf. 

 

There are places in the Holy Ghost that He wants to 

take us—to the deep waters of Almighty God—

where we are so saturated in the Holy Ghost that we 

hear the Holy Ghost praying in ―…intercession for 

us with groanings which cannot be uttered…‖ And 

then, past this point, ―…with the groanings…‖ 

agonizing in prayer—past the point where high-

pitched tones, low-pitched tones, begin to flow from 

our mouths—and we are then lost in the Spirit! We 

need this kind of travailing in The Church of God! 

AMEN! Our families need us travailing for them! 

We need to see our families saved and kept by the 

Power of God! And we need to get a prayer through 

for the lost sheep and the other sheep—unionized 

and invigorated by the Power of the Holy Ghost! 

 

I believe the Lord Himself has commanded the Holy 

Ghost to whisper to His Bride! ―Get ready! Get the 

work finished!! I am coming soon!‖ And my Bible 

tells me in Ephesians 5:27 "That he might present it 

to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or 

wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 

and without blemish." Washed totally and 

completely in the blood of the Lamb! She shall be 

Holy and without blemish! It is as if there is a 

rallying call being given to the sheep of God!  

 

John 10:2-3 "But he that entereth in by the door is 

the shepherd of the sheep. To him, the porter 

openeth; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calleth 

his own sheep by name, and leadeth them out." 
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―Come on, Church of God! You know my Voice! 

Come on, Church of God! You know my Spirit! 

Come on, Church of God! You know my Power!‖ 

John 10:4-5 "And when he putteth forth his own 

sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow 

him: for they know his voice. And a stranger will 

they not follow, but will flee from him: for they know 

not the voice of strangers." Come out! Come out! 

The ―voice of the bride‖ once again takes her rightful 

place, right beside the Groom! 

 

In 2006, The Church once again began to humble 

herself. The dove that flew out of the tabernacle on 

Keith St. in early years came back into the Church at 

the Tivoli Auditorium in Chattanooga at the Special 

Called Meeting, as seen by many witnesses who 

were present. And as the Church followed His 

leading, the restoration of all that belongs to the 

House followed through. Oh yes, we have 

covenanted ourselves to walk in the light to the best 

of our knowledge and ability! My father, a Bishop in 

The Church of God, pastored for over 50 years, 

served as a District Overseer, and held many other 

positions. I wish he were here today. I imagine he 

would give me a whipping for what I am about to 

say! There was a big walnut tree outside the church. 

Before we had air-conditioning, the doors were open, 

and I would sneak out, pick up walnuts, and throw 

them. But I heard him preach this, and for some 

reason, I stopped and listened. He preached years 

ago, as did many of that day, that the "of Prophecy" 

in the name would someday—this side of the 

Rapture—have to go. It would be gone from our 

name. He emphasized the word "THE" Church of 

God. I am sure others preached the same thing. Also, 

the Flag—the blue lines—would have to come 

together, and now it is in its perfected form and now 

the name THE CHURCH OF GOD has been 

restored. IT STOOD THE TEST OF TIME! 

 

FORWARD, OH CHURCH OF GOD, TO 

FULFILL PROPHECY! STAND WE MUST! 

 

A.J. Tomlinson, in his Annual Address to the 

General Assembly in 1917, spoke the following: 

"The Church of God is one. The members are to be 

so closely united it can be said of them that they are 

of one heart and one soul. They are to be perfectly 

joined together in the same mind and in the same 

judgment. They continued steadfastly in the 

Apostles‘ doctrine in the early Church, and we are to 

do the same now. The doctrine is the same now that 

it was then. There is no difference. They were in the 

beginning, and we are in the ending, but the doctrine 

has never changed—only as men have put their own 

interpretations upon it and thus have beclouded the 

minds of the people. The Apostles and early fathers 

gave their lives for the very doctrine with which we 

are so delighted." 

 

Again, let us hear the words of John the Revelator 

that are emphatic: THIS CHURCH, THIS BLOOD-

BOUGHT, THIS BLOOD-WASHED CHURCH, 

THIS GLORIOUS CHURCH, THIS CHURCH 

TRIUMPHANT, WILL MOVE FORWARD IN 

PROPHECY! Revelation 19:6-9: "And I heard as it 

were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice 

of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 

thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God 

omnipotent reigneth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and 

give honour to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 

come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to 

her was granted that she should be arrayed in fine 

linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the 

righteousness of saints. And he saith unto me, Write, 

Blessed are they which are called unto the marriage 

supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are 

the true sayings of God." 

 

It has been given to you and me to complete the task! 

This command rests squarely on this generation of 

The Church of God! He has not abandoned this 

challenge. He has not abandoned His call. He has not 

deferred this responsibility to another generation! BE 

ASSURED: "We shall be one fold, one fold, One 

Shepherd shall lead us; One faith, one mind, one 

Church, for all, Surely someday we shall be one." 

 

"WE ARE STANDING… AT THE PRECIPICE… 

OF DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES!!!" 

 

CONCLUSION 

We are not ashamed of our heritage. We are not 

ashamed of our past. We are not ashamed of our 

doctrine. We are not ashamed of the exclusivity of 

the Bride. In fact, we honor this position. The same 

purpose that every generation of The Church of God 

has had is to bring all of God‘s precious sheep into 

the safety of the One Fold! Amen! 

 

These last few months have been filled with great 

trials of our faith, as well as great victories. The 
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Church of God is not to be controlled by the 

circumstances of our past or held captive by what the 

enemy has done. These obstacles are ours to use as a 

catalyst to move us forward in the work of the Lord. 

 

Yes, it is true—we are understaffed, with limited 

resources, yet God has shown Himself strong on 

behalf of His Church. All the hardships, tears, and 

burdens that you have gone through, the Lord has 

taken notice. Your faithfulness and untiring service 

that each member has given to the Lord has blessed 

the Church in measures that only God knows. All 

these circumstances and disappointments that we 

have encountered—the frustrations that each one has 

experienced—must be put into a place that will no 

longer hold us captive. Those who once walked with 

us, and all the other sheep who are scattered abroad, 

must see, feel, and know that we are determined to 

press toward the mark of perfection, being gentle in 

our speech, kind in our demeanor, with a hand 

stretched out to them to come home. 

 

I applaud you for your grace, courage, longsuffering, 

kindness, and love that you have given to Christ, to 

The Church of God, and to all of those who are 

looking our way! All of God‘s precious sheep are 

coming home to the fold. Let us make room, Church 

of God. Let us make room. Without a doubt, this is 

His Divine Church. He purchased Her. He has 

anointed Her. And it is He who sustains and keeps 

Her. 

 

Surely, we can exclaim, ―Thank you God for all that 

You have done for The Church of God!   
 

 

 

 

 

K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator, Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region

 

I am here today to talk about a government greater 

than any man-made institution. A government not 

built upon shifting sand, but upon the solid rock of 

divine authority. A government not corrupted by 

greed, not swayed by ambition, not bound by the 

limitations of human frailty, but a government 

ordained, sanctified, and upheld by the Almighty 

God! 

 

With men, we typically see two opposing views of 

government. There are those who believe that 

government is good, that the bigger the better, that it 

has the power to solve the problems of society, bring 

order where there is chaos and prosperity where 

there is poverty. They believe that the bigger the 

government, the more the government can help—the 

greater the oversight, the better our society. 

 

Then, on the other hand, there are those who believe 

that government is a necessary evil, that it must be 

limited, that the fewer the laws, the freer the people. 

They cry out against high taxes and the inefficiencies 

of bureaucracy, declaring that too much government 

is the enemy of liberty. 

 

I never get into politics from the pulpit, but I am 

making an exception today in order to help each of 

us understand how we view God‘s government. My 

own political leanings fall toward the 

belief that less government is better. 

Some government is good and 

necessary or we would have chaos in 

our society. I believe that history has 

shown us that when man is in charge, power 

corrupts, and absolute power corrupts absolutely. 

 

But my view of government takes a divine turn when 

we speak of God‘s government! For you see, man‘s 

government will always struggle with injustice, 

corruption, and abuse because man‘s government is 

governed by man. Man is corrupt and his 

government will never be perfect. In fact, it will have 

many flaws. But in God‘s government, Christ is in 

charge, so therefore, His government will strengthen, 

protect, and organize. 

 

The Bible tells us in Colossians 1:18, “And he is the 

head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, 

the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he 

might have the preeminence.” Hallelujah! Christ is 

the head of the Church, and His authority is 

supreme! This government does not oppress, but it 

liberates! It does not rule with force, but with love! 

 

And why has God established His government? Why 

has He placed His authority within the Church? It is 
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for our protection! For the enemy roams about like a 

roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour (1 Peter 

5:8). But the Church stands as a fortress, a sanctuary, 

a city set upon a hill! It is a refuge from the storm, a 

place where the weary can find rest, where the lost 

can find direction, and where the broken can be 

made whole! 

 

Yes, this government is a fulfillment of prophecy! It 

was foretold in the scriptures, established by Christ, 

and continues within His Church today! In Isaiah 

chapter 9 is where we find a powerful prophecy 

about the coming Messiah. Notice that it speaks to a 

future where God Himself steps down into the world, 

bringing a government like no other. 

 

In Isaiah 9:6, the prophet declares: “For unto us a 

child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder: and his 

name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The 

mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of 

Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 

 

This is the prophecy of Jesus Christ, our Savior. This 

child, this Son, is the one who will bear the weight of 

the government upon His shoulders. It is a 

government that is unlike any government we have 

ever known. 

 

But there is something that we must recognize today. 

When this scripture speaks of the government being 

upon Jesus‘ shoulder, it is not simply speaking of a 

general rule of authority. No, there is an 

organization, an institution, that is being referred to 

here. There must be an organization for government 

to exist! 

 

The dictionary defines government as the exercise of 

authority over an organization or institution. It is the 

system of rule, the structure by which a nation or 

community is governed. And so, when we read that 

the government shall be upon His shoulder, we must 

ask ourselves: what is the institution that He 

governs? 

 

It is essential to understand this because while many 

read this scripture and think of the kingdom of God, 

they miss the institution through which God‘s 

government is to be exercised. Yes, the kingdom of 

God is made up of all who are saved, but let us not 

be deceived into thinking that this kingdom is a 

government. 

 

Does every Christian in this world follow the same 

rules, the same practices, the same structure? Does 

every believer submit to a unified, organized 

authority? The answer, my friends, is no. It is far 

from that. The kingdom of God cannot even agree on 

the same Bible translation. We see that Christianity, 

though vast, does not present itself as a unified, 

structured government. 

 

Think about it. There are Christians all over the 

world—millions and millions—yet we see no visible 

structure that represents a global government, a 

single authority. There is no central system that rules 

over the entire body of believers in the way that a 

government rules a nation. 

 

Even most Christian organizations today, while they 

may have some form of structure, often operate 

independently and with little overarching authority. 

Many congregations want autonomy in their 

teachings, their financial management, and their 

decision-making. The concept of a higher authority, 

outside of the local congregation, is often resisted. 

 

But, hear me today, God does have an organization. 

God has a divine institution, and it is led by Him! 

This is not just a collection of believers. It is His 

government, and it is His Church! 

 

I will go as far as to say that this government that I 

am referring to is not just a part of The Church of 

God, it is The Church of God. Brother A.J. 

Tomlinson once said in 1917, ―The church of God is 

government.‖ 

 

God‘s institution is not an idea or an abstract belief; 

it is a living, breathing entity with authority, 

structure, and a way of doing business that is 

governed by divine rule. This organization is not 

scattered and aimless—it is a divine institution with 

clear direction, purpose, and leadership. 

 

The Church of God, the body of Christ, is His 

people. And make no mistake, it is governed by His 

authority! It is structured and ordered by His divine 
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will. It is an institution that is led by Jesus Christ 

Himself, and it is through this institution that God‘s 

government is realized on earth. 

 

Isaiah 9:7 says, “Of the increase of his government 

and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 

David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to 

establish it with judgment and with justice from 

henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of 

hosts will perform this.” 

 

What a mighty promise this is! This government of 

Christ shall never end! It shall continue to grow, it 

shall continue to expand, and nothing shall stop it! 

 

From the moment that Jesus declared, "Upon this 

rock I will build my church" (Matthew 16:18) until 

now, the zeal of the Lord has caused this government 

to spread across the earth. Through persecution, 

through trials, through the rise and fall of empires, 

through the schemes of men and the forces of 

darkness, God‘s government has not ceased! It was 

hidden for a time, but it did not cease.  

 

And let us not miss this powerful truth: His 

government is built upon judgment and justice! The 

Church is not a place of confusion! It is not a place 

of disorder! It is a place where righteousness reigns, 

where God‘s divine justice is established, and where 

His order is made manifest among His people. 

 

Some would say, "We are under grace, not the law, 

so the Church does not need government!" But I ask 

you today, without government, what would the 

Church look like? I will tell you, without 

government, there is anarchy! Without government, 

there is confusion! Without government, there is 

disorder! 

 

Even in the early Church, the apostles understood the 

necessity of order. For though we live under grace, 

grace does not mean lawlessness! Grace does not 

mean disorder! 

 

Some would argue, "The Spirit of God will bring 

order!" And yes, the Holy Ghost does guide us, He 

does teach us, but let me ask you: What happens 

when a sinner tries to take part in the service in a 

way that is not right? What happens when a deceiver 

comes in, one who seeks to manipulate, one who 

seeks to bring division, one who seeks to corrupt the 

people of God? 

 

Without government, there is no authority to correct! 

Without government, there is no leadership to bring 

discipline! Without government, there is no ability to 

uphold the righteousness of God in His house! 

 

And so, I ask those who say there should be no 

government in the Church: What do you do with the 

New Testament? For the New Testament is full of 

God's government in operation! 

 

Did not Jesus appoint apostles? (Luke 6:13) Did not 

the apostles appoint elders and deacons to govern the 

churches? (Acts 6:3, 1 Timothy 3:1-13) Did not Paul 

give instructions for how leaders should be chosen 

and how discipline should be carried out in the 

Church? (Titus 1:5, 1 Timothy 5:19-20) 

 

From the very beginning, God established order in 

His Church! He raised up leaders! He gave them 

authority to teach, to correct, to rebuke, to guide, to 

discipline! That is why Paul wrote to Titus and told 

him: “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou 

shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, 

and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed 

thee.” (Titus 1:5) 

 

Set in order! Do you hear that? That means structure! 

That means leadership! That means governance! 

 

My friends, God never intended for His Church to be 

a lawless, disorganized, chaotic body! No, He 

established His Church with divine order, divine 

structure, and divine authority! 

 

Why did God do this? Because without government, 

the people are left vulnerable to false teachings! 

Without government, an organization has no 

protection from division and strife! But because of 

theocracy, the Church is strong and protected! The 

Church moves forward with power and authority! 

 

The world has tried to stop it, but it keeps increasing! 

The devil has tried to destroy it, but it keeps 

standing! Nations have risen against it, but it 

continues to march forward! And it will not stop! It 
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will not be silenced! It will not be overthrown! 

Because this is not a man-made government—this is 

GOD'S GOVERNMENT! 

 

The question today is not whether God's government 

exists—it is whether you are aligned with it! Are you 

submitting to the order that God has placed in His 

Church? Are you walking in obedience to His divine 

authority? 

 

For the government is not built upon man. It is built 

upon Christ. And He has established His Church 

with leaders, with structure, and with power. 

 

So let us stand firm in the government of God! Let 

us walk in its righteousness! Let us uphold its 

authority! Let us move forward under its banner! 

 

In 1 Peter chapter 5, we see the divine structure that 

God has placed within His Church. We are not left to 

guess! We are not left to wander! The Word of God 

lays it out plainly for us! Listen to the leaders that 

are in place. Listen to the structure that is within the 

Church. 

 

Peter, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, writes 

in 1 Peter 5:1-4: “The elders which are among you I 

exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the 

sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory 

that shall be revealed: Feed the flock of God which 

is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by 

constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a 

ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's 

heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. And when 

the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a 

crown of glory that fadeth not away.” 

 

Peter is speaking to the leaders of the Church! He is 

speaking to those who have oversight of others, and 

if there are leaders, then that means there must also 

be followers! That means there is government! That 

means there is structure! 

 

And why did Peter feel the need to write this? 

Because even in those early days, there were some 

who abused their authority. Some who took the 

position of leadership and used it for personal gain. 

Some who desired power more than service. 

 

But notice this: even though some abused their 

authority, Peter never said to get rid of authority! He 

did not say, "Well, since some leaders are corrupt, 

we should just do away with leadership altogether." 

No! Instead, he tells them how God's government 

should work! Leaders should feed the flock—not 

starve them. Leaders should guide with love—not 

rule with force. Leaders should be examples—not 

tyrants. 

 

And if there are shepherds, then there must be sheep! 

That is why Peter continues in 1 Peter 5:5: 

“Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the 

elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and 

be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, 

and giveth grace to the humble.” 

 

The younger ones—the new believers, the spiritually 

immature—are to submit to those who are older in 

the faith. But then he said, “all of you be subject one 

to another.” This is God‘s divine order at work! It is 

His government in action! 

 

Now, some people do not like that word submit. 

They say, "I do not need to listen to anyone! I only 

listen to God!" But God‘s order requires submission! 

For even Jesus—when He walked on this earth—

submitted to the will of the Father! “For I came 

down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the 

will of him that sent me.” (John 6:38) If Jesus 

Himself lived in submission, how much more should 

we submit to the structure God has placed in His 

Church? 

 

The problem today is that people do not want order. 

They do not want accountability. They do not want 

government in the Church because government 

means someone has authority. But if we submit to 

His way, He will bless us!  

 

“For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor 

from the west, nor from the south. But God is the 

judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.” 

(Psalm 75:6-7) You do not have to fight for it. You 

do not have to strive for it. You do not have to make 

a name for yourself. All you have to do is humble 

yourself under the mighty hand of God! And when 

the time is right, He will exalt you! 
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In Hebrews 13:7, the Word of God declares: 

“Remember them which have the rule over you, who 

have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith 

follow, considering the end of their conversation.” 

 

There are those whom God has placed in positions of 

leadership! There are those who rule over us, not 

with an iron fist, not with selfish ambition, but with 

the Word of God as their guide, with faith as their 

foundation, and with righteousness as their 

testimony! I am not worried that there is authority 

above me! Why? Because I trust our leadership! 

From the pastors to the regional overseer to the 

general overseer to the general assembly, all the way 

up to Jesus Christ—the head of the Church! This, my 

friends, is theocracy! 

 

A.J. Tomlinson, a man who understood the divine 

structure of the Church, stood in the Assembly of 

1920 and declared: ―I want it thoroughly instilled in 

the minds of all the members that the Church of God 

is a theocratic form of government.‖ What does that 

mean? Theocratic means government by the 

immediate direction of God through chosen men of 

His appointment and the General Assembly. 

 

Let me say it again: The Church of God is God‘s 

government! It is not a democracy where men vote 

their own will into power! It is not a dictatorship 

where one man rules without accountability! It is not 

an oligarchy where a few men hold all authority! No! 

It is theocratic! It is led by Jesus Himself! And He 

works through chosen men, appointed by His will, to 

guide His Church in righteousness and truth! That is 

why Brother Tomlinson stood before the Assembly 

in 1922 and said: ―We must not take the government 

out of His hands. To do so, the Church would cease 

to be the Church of God. We must hold to the form 

given us by James, the Lord‘s brother, when he said, 

‗For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost and to us…‘ 

(Acts 15:28)‖ This is the key! This is what defines 

The Church of God! It is not just doctrine—doctrine 

is the fruit, but theocracy is the root! When 

theocracy is strong, the doctrine is not wrong! When 

theocracy is neglected, the Church is rejected! When 

theocracy fails, apostasy follows every time! 

 

Throughout history, when the Church has drifted 

into apostasy, it is because theocracy was lost! First, 

the government of God is cast aside, and then the 

doctrine follows into corruption! In 325 AD, at the 

Council of Nicaea, the Church merged with the state. 

The government of the Church was no longer led 

solely by the Holy Ghost but became entangled with 

political power. Theocracy was abandoned, and 

bishops ruled in its place. In 1920, when elders were 

appointed to make decisions instead of seeking the 

divine will of God, theocracy was rejected. In 1990, 

when state and national overseers voted on who 

would be the next General Overseer, instead of 

seeking the will of the Holy Ghost, theocracy was 

replaced by democracy! Every time The Church of 

God strayed from theocracy, it slid into apostasy! 

Every time men took control out of God‘s hands, the 

foundation crumbled! 

 

What was the model given to us in Acts 15:28? “For 

it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us…” 

Philippians 2:2 says, "Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be 

likeminded, having the same love, being of one 

accord, of one mind." That is the way God‘s 

government is supposed to operate! Not by votes, not 

by human reasoning, not by political maneuvering, 

but by seeking what seems good to the Holy Ghost! 

If we want the Church to remain strong, if we want 

to uphold the truth, if we want to stand against the 

tide of compromise, we must remain theocratic! We 

must let Christ lead the Church! We must let the 

Holy Ghost guide the decisions! For this is not man‘s 

Church—it is Christ‘s Church! This is not a human 

institution—it is a divine institution! 

 

Let us turn our attention to the words of our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, who spoke in parables 

about His divine government! In Mark 13:34, Jesus 

tells us: “For the Son of man is as a man taking a far 

journey, who left his house, and gave authority to his 

servants, and to every man his work, and 

commanded the porter to watch.” Jesus has gone on 

a far journey! He has ascended into heaven! But hear 

me today, it is still His house! The rules of the house 

are still His rules! And what did He do before He 

left? He gave authority to His servants! He placed 

some in charge to have authority over others. Not for 

their own glory! Not for their own power! But to do 

His work, His will, and His bidding! This is how the 

Church is designed to function! This is why God‘s 

government must have leadership! 
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In Ephesians 4:11-12, the Apostle Paul makes it 

abundantly clear that God Himself has established 

leadership in His Church: “And he gave some, 

apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 

and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting 

of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the 

edifying of the body of Christ.” Hallelujah! There is 

divine order in the Church! And why did God give 

these roles? Was it for personal gain? No! Was it for 

control? No! Was it for power? No! It was for the 

edifying of the body of Christ! God‘s government is 

not oppressive—it is uplifting! God‘s government is 

not burdensome—it is liberating! Where there is no 

order, there is chaos! Where there is no structure, 

there is confusion! Where there is no leadership, the 

people are lost! That is why God gave authority—so 

that the Church would not be like sheep without a 

shepherd, but instead be built up, strengthened, and 

perfected! 

 

Brother A.J. Tomlinson had a vision for God‘s 

government and he understood that this divine order 

was not meant to be stagnant—it was meant to grow! 

He saw that as the Church increased outwardly, new 

leaders would need to rise up! New pastors, new 

evangelists, new teachers, new overseers! He 

understood that growth requires guidance! And in 

1928, he declared: ―In our program for the incoming 

year we should plan for every local church to be a 

kind of headquarters from which workers should go 

out in every direction and open up new fields.‖ 

Every local Church was meant to be a launching 

point for the Gospel! The government of God was 

not just for the general Church—it was meant to be 

reflected in every local body! It is not enough to 

have structure at the highest levels—we need order, 

authority, and leadership in every church, in every 

community, in every nation! 

 

We live in a time when heresies rise up from every 

corner. False teachings spread like wildfire. 

Confusion reigns in many religious organizations. 

And why? Because they have rejected divine 

government! But hear me today: The government of 

God is a safeguard against false doctrine! I do not 

have the right to preach anything contrary to what 

the Assembly has approved! I do not have the right 

to teach my own opinions when they contradict the 

Word of God! If we abandon the government of 

God, then false teachings will take root! Then 

division will set in! Then corruption will creep into 

the Church! But if we stay within the divine 

government of God, truth will prevail, righteousness 

will reign, and the Church will stand firm! 

 

If we honor the government that God has 

established, we will see His power revealed! If we 

walk in the order that He has given, we will see His 

Spirit move! If we submit to His divine structure, we 

will see great things happen in The Church of God! 

For His Word has already declared: “Of the increase 

of His government and peace there shall be no 

end…” (Isaiah 9:7) 

 

Let us embrace His divine government! Let us walk 

in His authority and move forward in His power! For 

when we do, we will see the Church rise up in 

victory, in strength, in holiness, and in divine power! 

Let us watch as His Kingdom grows, His people are 

strengthened, and His name is glorified! 

 

Did not Jesus say in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go ye 

therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things 

whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 

Amen.” Hallelujah! The Church was meant to grow! 

The Church was meant to spread! The Church was 

meant to fill the earth with the government of God! 

And I say to you today—hold fast to His 

government! Do not stray! Do not be deceived by the 

traditions of men! Do not fall into the traps of 

worldly power! His Church shall not be moved! His 

government shall reign over all the earth! 

 

Let us walk in obedience to His rule! Let us submit 

to His divine authority! Let us align ourselves with 

His order! For if we do, we will see the glory of God 

revealed! We will see the Church move forward with 

power! We will see the Spirit of God sweep through 

the nations! And we will see the enemy defeated and 

righteousness prevail! 
 

 


