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Happy New Year 2025:  What great and wonderful things await The Church of God in this New Year!  

Expectations of increase, not only in the natural but also in the spiritual.  Let us, together, believe God for a 

successful, happy and victorious year in the work of Christ and His Church.  We must believe God for a breaking 

forth on the right hand and on the left.  Can you see it?  Former generations believed God for VICTORY on TOP 

of VICTORY!!!  May we experience a depth of FAITH that passeth all knowledge and understanding.  May we 

pray together, “God increase our FAITH!”  Bind us together as Your people and the sheep of Your pasture. 

 

Special Thank You:  I take this opportunity to thank each of you for the kindness and generosity that each of you 

expressed to me during this holiday season.  The cards, prayers, gifts as well as all the well wishes were simply 

wonderful.  May God bless each of you for your thoughtfulness.   

 

“Let us walk the walk and let us talk the talk”: Our perfection depends on our faithfulness to His Word.  “See 

then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil” 

(Ephesians 5:15, 16).  “God created man with a need for others, and His desire is that we work together in all 

aspects of our life to accomplish the goals that He has set before us.  An orchestra epitomizes that unity.  Each 

person is interdependent upon one another.  Though every member of the orchestra is a unique individual, each 

brings talents and abilities to produce perfect harmony and unity.  Every person on the face of the earth is 

important to God.  Likewise, every member of a performing group has a role and part to play.  If this role is not 

fulfilled, then the entire group suffers.  God created us to serve Him wholeheartedly.  “Whatsoever thy hand 

findeth to do, do it with thy might…” (Ecclesiastes 9:10)” (K. Scott Hatton 1-23-2008)   
 

The hour is late and the time is short.  We must walk the walk in order to be heard when we talk the talk.  The 

prophecy of the perfection of the Church is as certain as was the prophecy of the Christ being born of a virgin in 

Bethlehem.   The time is short. We must move toward perfection rapidly, “He that saith he abideth in him ought 

himself also so to walk, even as he walked” (1 John 2:6). 
 

Bishop A. J. Tomlinson stated, “Every member a worker, and a special work for everyone.”  Let us put this 

motto into practice and watch God work.  What is Christ asking of you?  
 

Praise the Lord:  “Praise the Lord for The Church of God!  Not a new church, not a reorganized church, but 

simply The Church of God!” (Arise Shine 2007)  “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 

believe on me through their word; That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they 

also may be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me” (John 17:20, 21). 
 

118th General Assembly: As we reflect back to this glorious time of fellowship, our hearts are filled with the 

excitement of this year‟s theme for The Church of God: “WE ARE STANDING AT THE PRECIPISE OF 

DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES!!”  As we together, as His body, thrust ourselves into this challenge, let us 

believe God for miracle after miracle in this New Church Year. May we seek God to lead us, His Church, into 

these GLORIES!!! 
 

From the Desk of… 
James C. Nabors, General Overseer 

mailto:kscotthatton@yahoo.com
http://www.thechurchofgod.net/
http://www.the-churchofgod.org/
http://www.la-iglesiadedios.org/
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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(James C. Nabors, General Overseer of The Church of God ANNUAL ADDRESS To the 118
th

  

General Assembly of The Church of God August 31, September 1, 2024, Part 2) 

Section: 4 

“DISPENSATION OF GLORIES!!!” 
 

Ephesians 1:3-10 “Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual 

blessings in heavenly places in Christ: 4 According as he 

hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, 

that we should be holy and without blame before him in 

love: 5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of 

children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 

good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the glory of 

his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the 

beloved. 7 In whom we have redemption through his 

blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 

his grace; 8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all 

wisdom and prudence; 9 Having made known unto us the 

mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which 

he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the dispensation 

of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all 

things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which 

are on earth; even in him:” 

 

Dispensation is a general state, or an ordering of things 

or events to occur, or the way things are, or soon will be, 

directed solely by God. 

 

As we begin to go into this portion of the Address there 

is a set pattern or an order of Events that will take place 

in the work of the Lord. These events will come to pass 

according to Revelations 19:7 “Let us be glad and 

rejoice, and give honour to him: for the marriage of the 

Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready.” 

 

Be assured these events will take place in the Bride!!! 

But there must be a commitment on mine and your part 

to allow the Spirit to order the events in our own 

individual lives!!! 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 “But we all, with open face beholding 

as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 

the Lord.” 

 

As we begin to take a good hard look into the Word of 

God, as looking into a mirror, we begin to see ourselves 

as we really are. Men that have looked into the Word and 

said, “It will be” instead of saying “We need it now”. 

Membership that are content in saying we used to have it 

(the power of God), but He is no longer around. The 

devil stands around and laughs at us when we speak of 

God in the PAST or FUTURE!!  For you see God is a 

God of the NOW!! Oh yes, He is the God of the past and 

will be so in the future, but He wants to use you, and 

you, and you right NOW!!!! Could it be that we have 

become so complacent with the way things are, that we 

have lulled ourselves into believing, that the future of 

The Church will take care of itself, and there is no need 

for a fervent zeal to take a hold of us now!! 

 

Romans 13:11“And that, knowing the time, that now it is 

high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 

nearer than when we believed. 12 The night is far spent, the 

day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 

darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” 

 

The Apostle Paul is saying, “Look around and see what 

hour that we are living in. See the signs of the time. See 

the hands on the clock. The night is far spent and our 

salvation is nearer than when we believed.” 

 

With world inflation as it is, increasing energy cost, the 

threat of war on every hand, crime running rampant, we 

need a recommitment and a complete surrender to the 

Spirit and Power of the Almighty God to lead us into a 

new realm with Him!!! I know that we have heard this 

over and over, but we must find this place in Him if we 

are to survive the times that are ahead of this last days 

Church of God. 

 

Circumstances of this world are moving and changing so 

rapidly that we must be surrendered to Him in all things. 

We must have a hungering and thirsting for the pure un-

adulterated Word of God!!! We must have a deeper 

commitment to be The Church of God!!! Not in word 

only, but as Paul says,“…but in demonstration of the 

Spirit and of power:” (1 Corinthians 2:4) 
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Looking into the “glass” of the Word and allowing Him 

to take us from Glory to Glory, or from change to 

change. 

 

Jesus said, “He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of 

mine, and shall shew it unto you. 15 All things that the 

Father hath are mine: therefore said I, that he shall take of 

mine, and shall shew it unto you.” (John 16:14) 

 

Too long have we been satisfied with less than what God 

wants us to have, but a complete surrender to the Spirit 

will bring about a new relationship in Him. Why? 

Because the Holy Ghost shall take of Jesus Christ and 

show It unto you (us)!! But first, there must be that total 

dependence and complete allegiance to the Word of God, 

allowing it to be a mirror into our innermost thoughts 

and purging and cleansing us of all unrighteousness. 

  

Ephesians 4:13 “Till we all come in the unity of the faith, 

and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 

man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of 

Christ:”  

 

We must not try and make the Holy Ghost conform to 

our wishes, but allow Him freedom to operate freely 

through us as He wills, to uncover the hidden truths that 

we are so much in need of in these last days.  Man‟s 

wisdom is far below the supreme knowledge of God. He 

alone knows what we are in need of even before we ask. 

But we must be yielded and obedient enough for Him to 

work through us if we receive of Him!!! 

 

Our forefathers were not concerned with what people 

thought about them yielding themselves to the Spirit, but 

they gave themselves to the moving of the Holy Ghost 

until they begin to rediscover the truths of God‟s 

Word!!! It will take the same kind of dedication and 

Spirit that our forefathers possessed and moved in for 

this last days Church of God, to find, secure, and 

maintain the complete and unblemished theocratic 

leading of the Lord into deeper glories that are now 

hidden in the mirror of the Word. 

 

God will begin to reveal these deep mysteries unto the 

Church when we begin not to worry so much about “wild 

fire” and allow Him the freedom to operate as He sees 

fit. 

 

We have become so concerned about being in ourselves 

(which is good up to a point) but this is all that is on our 

minds until we have almost ruled out Holy Ghost 

manifestations. Could it be that we have closed ourselves 

off from anything that is unusual or out of the ordinary 

until we have “Quenched” the Spirit of God? Social 

acceptance and wealth are not what we are in need of 

today, but we are in need of the POWER of the HOLY 

GHOST!!! Could it be that we have thought that the 

power of God would just simply evolve until we have 

not sought Him, and we have all but become spiritually 

powerless? Just because the name THE CHURCH OF 

GOD is over the door, it does not automatically give to 

us His presence and power!! 

 

John Wesley founder of the Methodist church said, “I am 

not afraid that the people called Methodist should ever 

cease to exist but I am afraid, lest they should exist as a 

dead sect, having a form of religion without the power.” 

This cannot be the epitaph of The Church of God!!! We 

cannot afford to fit the pattern of denominationalism. We 

must remain the Nation of Almighty God!!! We must 

allow the POWER of the Holy Ghost to flow through 

every fiber of our being until we are able to recognize 

and know what God would have us to do. This may take 

allowing the Spirit to move in different ways than we 

may have been accustomed to. But let us be sensitive to 

the Spirit and then be willing to follow His leading!!! In 

whatever direction that He sees fit. 

 

1 Peter 4: 7 “But the end of all things is at hand: be ye 

therefore sober, and watch unto prayer.” 

 

This hour in which we live is calling for a complete 

yielding to the Holy Ghost. It is a must that we, the Church, 

begin to walk in a new dispensation of glory, allowing Him 

to take us just exactly where we need to go! Not relying in 

the sufficiency of our own selves, but allowing the Spirit to 

be the common denominator in every situation that we are 

in. Resting in the Spirit and allowing the mind of Christ to 

take charge of our being and unleashing our faith in such a 

way that we begin to see all of the gifts of the Spirit 

operated on an everyday occurrence. Dwelling in His 

Spirit, and allowing the Spirit to operate as He wills and in 

full accordance to the Word of God!!! Not for vain glory 

but to see the Spirit of Christ in operation in His Body for 

His honour and His glory. 

 

As Paul wrote, “Unto Him be glory in the Church…” 

(Ephesians 3:21) He alone must receive all the glory!!! He 

is looking for individuals on whom He can depend, no 

matter the circumstances. This is now our Generations time 

to seek, embrace and follow the leadership of the Holy 

Ghost, allowing Him to lead us into new paths and NEW 

DIMENSIONS OF HIS GLORIES!!! 

 

“WE ARE STANDING AT THE PRECIPISE OF 

DISPENSATIONAL GLORIES!!!” 
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Amy R. Hatton, Former General ABM Coordinator 

 
We do a lot of things to ensure that we don‟t stink.  We 

shower. We use soap. “Aren't you glad you use Dial? Don't 

you wish everybody did?” We use deodorant. “Raise your 

hand if you‟re Sure.”  We spray perfume.  We light a 

candle. We open air fresheners.  We even spray Fe-breeze 

“for the odors that we‟ve gone noseblind to.”  I bought 

vanilla scented trash bags.  We recently had a guest who 

stayed in our home.  While in our kitchen he asked, “What 

smells so good?”  To which I proudly answered, “My 

garbage!”  Needless to say, he gave me a confused look. 

 

Yet, sometimes, despite our best efforts and attempts to 

cover it up, life still stinks!  Both literally and figuratively.  

I have come to find out that stinky trash, even masked by 

the scent of a vanilla scented trash bag, is still stinky trash 

on the inside.   

 

Sometimes school stinks!  Sometimes our job stinks! 

Sometimes our home life stinks!  Sometimes our finances 

stink!  Sometimes our health stinks! And no amount of 

trying to cover it up with candles, deodorant, or perfume 

will hide the stench.  Every now and then, no matter how 

you look at it, life just stinks!  Even for Christians.  Just ask 

Joseph and Job.  I am sure that they would tell you, “Yes, 

sometimes life just stinks.”   

 

John Chapter 11   
1 Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, 

the town of Mary and her sister Martha. 

2 (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, 

and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus 

was sick.) 

3 Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, 

he whom thou lovest is sick. 

 

Mary and Martha‟s brother got sick so they did the 

obvious.  They “sent” for Jesus.  They “sent” for their 

Lord and Savior.  They “sent” for the healer.  What 

happens when we face a problem?  We “send” for Jesus.  

We “send” for our Lord and Savior.  We “send” for our 

healer.  Although God already knows the desires of our 

hearts and He is fully aware of what we have need of, He 

wants us to “send for Him.”  He wants us to call upon Him 

and lay our problems before Him, casting our cares at His 

feet.   

 

Mary and Martha were not strangers calling on Jesus.  

They had a personal relationship and friendship with Jesus. 

Sometimes prayers aren‟t answered in the fashion that we 

want them to be because the person praying 

the prayer is a stranger to Jesus.  People 

think that they will wait and establish a 

relationship with Jesus when they are in 

need or in trouble.  They plan to call out 

to God on their death bed.  But then they 

are just a stranger asking another 

stranger for help.  Jesus isn‟t a Santa Clause that we ask for 

presents once a year.  Jesus wants to be our everyday friend 

and companion. 

 

Mary and Martha knew Jesus.  He was their friend.  Mary 

anointed the Lord with oil and wiped His feet with her hair.  

Martha had served Him.  They had communed together.  

Jesus had stayed in their home.  They had established a 

relationship. They were a friend to Jesus.  They “loved” 

Jesus.  And they knew that Jesus “loved” them back.  Even 

bold enough to say, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is 

sick.”  They knew Jesus “loved” their brother Lazarus.  

What a beautiful thing to know!  I want to have a 

relationship with Jesus.  I want to commune with Him. 

Worship Him. Invite Him into my home.  Establish a 

relationship with Him.  Be a friend to Jesus.  “Love” Him. 

And be assured that He knows and “loves” me back! 

  

4 When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto 

death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might 

be glorified thereby. 

 

“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 

God.”  The purpose of Lazarus‟ sickness was “not” for 

“death,” the purpose was “for the glory of God.”  The 

ending wasn‟t the “death” part, the ending was “God” 

getting the “glory.”  Yet when Lazarus actually died, if you 

told Mary and Martha, “This sickness is not unto death, 

but for the glory of God.”  I think their response would 

have been, “Well, you could have fooled me.  It looks like 

this sickness is “unto death.”  All Mary and Martha could 

see was the “death” part.  They couldn‟t see further than 

the “death.”  And who could blame them?  God had a plan 

that went beyond “death.”  But Mary and Martha could 

only see the small picture.  Only God had access to the big 

picture. 

 

The struggles that we face in this life have a purpose.  The 

purpose isn‟t always to cause us heartache and pain.  The 

purpose might just be “for the glory of God.”  The 

heartache and pain isn‟t the ending of our story, “God” 

getting the “glory” is the ending of our story.  Yet, when 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-2/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-3/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-4/
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the pain comes, if Jesus tells us, “This is not unto pain, but 

for the glory of God.”  I think our response would be, 

“Well, you could have fooled me.  It looks like “pain” to 

me!”    All we can see is the “pain” part.  All we can focus 

on is the “pain” part.  We can‟t see any further than the 

“pain.”   And who can blame us?  God has a plan that goes 

beyond hurt and “pain.”   But we can only see the small 

picture, the here and now.  Only God has access to the big 

picture. 

 

“Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial 

which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened 

unto you: 

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's 

sufferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 

be glad also with exceeding joy.” (1 Peter 4:12-13) 

 

If only we could “rejoice” in “the fiery trial,” instead of 

focusing on the suffering, believeing that the purpose is 

“for the glory of God.”  Lazarus‟ sickness had a purpose.  

It was all part of God‟s plan, “for the glory of God.”  We 

can take comfort that “The steps of a good man 

are ordered by the LORD” (Psalms 37:23a).  God has a 

purpose for us.  When we endure “trials” and tribulations, 

it isn‟t bad luck. It isn‟t coincidence.  It isn‟t by chance.  It 

isn‟t by accident.  God has a purpose.  And the purpose 

goes beyond pain and suffering and death.  The purpose is 

“for the glory of God.”      
 

Mary and Martha came up with a plan. Call upon Jesus. 

Send for Jesus. Jesus will come and heal our brother.  It 

sounds like a good plan to me.  It was logical.  They loved 

Jesus.  Jesus loved them.  Lazarus was sick.  Jesus was the 

healer. Send for Jesus to heal Lazarus.  Problem solved.  A 

win/win situation.  Everyone is happy.  They had it all 

figured out.  The only problem with Mary and Martha‟s 

plan was that it didn‟t match Jesus‟ plan.  Jesus had an 

alternate plan.  His plan was to wait, “for the glory of 

God.”      
 

We are good at coming up with plans.  We are logical.  

Call upon Jesus.  Tell Him what we need, how we need it, 

and when we need it.  We give Jesus instructions on how to 

fix our problems.  We figure it out. And if Jesus just 

follows our instructions, we‟ll be happy. The only problem 

is that our plan doesn‟t always match God‟s plan. The 

Bible says, “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts 

than your thoughts.”  (Isaiah 55:9) 

 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. 

6 When he had heard therefore that he was sick, he abode 

two days still in the same place where he was. 

 

Jesus‟ delay was not because of lack of “love” for Mary, 

Martha or Lazarus.  When Jesus doesn‟t answer us 

immediately, we can start questioning His “love” for us.  

Maybe Mary and Martha did the same thing.  They could 

have said, “I guess we don‟t mean as much to Jesus as we 

thought we did.  If Jesus “loved” us, He would have 

dropped everything to come to us.”  It‟s easy to have a pity 

party and convince ourselves that we are unloved, even by 

God.  But “ love” had nothing to do with it.  God‟s plan 

took precedence over everything else 

 

I‟m sure that Jesus hurt, that Lazarus was suffering. I‟m 

sure that Jesus hurt, that Mary and Martha were mourning.  

Yet Jesus knew the big picture.  His “ways” were 

“higher than” Mary and Martha‟s “ways,” and His 

“thoughts than” Mary and Martha‟s  “thoughts.” Jesus 

could see the outcome, the end of the story.  Jesus knew 

that every tear would be dried, and every hurt would be 

healed. 

 

Jesus doesn‟t turn a blind eye to our suffering.  I‟m sure 

that He hurts when we hurt.  The difference is that He 

knows the big picture.  His “ways” are “higher than” our 

“ways,” and His “thoughts than” our “thoughts.” Jesus 

sees our outcome, the end of our story.  He knows that one 

day every tear will be dried, and every hurt will be healed. 

 

Despite his “love,” Jesus “abode two days still.”  Jesus 

heard of their distress.  Mary and Martha were in a hurry to 

call on Jesus. But Jesus wasn‟t in a hurry to answer them.  

Mary and Martha‟s time, and Jesus‟ time, were not in 

synch.  I can fully understand Mary and Martha‟s time.  

They had a deadline.  Lazarus was getting sicker and they 

needed Jesus to arrive, NOW.  Sometimes we feel fully 

justified in our timeline.  We give God a deadline because 

we need Him to arrive on the scene right NOW.  

 

Mary and Martha went through three steps.  First, they had 

a relationship with Jesus.  Secondly, they called on Jesus 

when they had a need.  Thirdly, they had faith that Jesus 

would come and heal their brother.  Yet, Lazarus still died.  

This is where you start realizing in this story that at times 

life‟s not fair and sometimes life stinks! 

 

How many times have we went through the same three 

steps?  First, we have a relationship with Jesus.  Secondly, 

we call on Jesus when we have a need.  Thirdly, we have 

faith that Jesus will come and meet our need.  Yet, Jesus 

does not come.  This is where we realize that at times life is 

not fair and sometimes life stinks! 

 

17 Then when Jesus came, he found that he had lain in the 

grave four days already.  

 

Not only was Lazarus a little bit dead, he was very dead.  

He was dead as a doornail.  He was graveyard dead.  And 

for “four days” Mary and Martha had been grieving and 

mourning their brother without Jesus.  At times you might 

https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-5/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-6/
https://www.kingjamesbibleonline.org/John-11-17/
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feel like your circumstance isn‟t a little bit dead, but it is 

very dead.  “Four days” dead!  Dead as a doornail.  

Graveyard dead. 

 

20 Then Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was 

coming, went and met him: but Mary sat still in the house. 

21 Then said Martha unto Jesus, Lord, if thou hadst been 

here, my brother had not died. 

 

“If thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.”  

Martha had so much faith in Jesus that she knew without a 

shadow of a doubt, if Jesus “had just been there,” Lazarus 

“would not have died.”  I think she was saying this is how 

much I trust and believe in you!  Martha didn‟t say to 

Jesus, “Lazarus‟s sickness got so bad that there was 

nothing that you could have done.”  No, she had FAITH!  

She BELIEVED!  She didn‟t doubt.  She sent for Jesus to 

fix everything!  And still Jesus didn‟t answer her on time!  

It sounds to me like she had complete faith in Jesus.  

 

However, “if thou hadst been here, my brother had not 

died” might have had a second meaning.  Maybe Martha 

was blaming Jesus.  “It‟s your fault.  You had the power.  

You could have saved him.  You didn‟t do your job.”  It is 

easy to blame Jesus when things don‟t turn out the way that 

we ask for them too.  Especially when we have the faith!  

“If thou hadst been here!”   “You could have spoken the 

word and fixed the situation!” 

 

22 But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of 

God, God will give it thee. 

 

I think this was Martha‟s way of saying, even though you 

let me down, I still believe in you.  You are still my Savior.  

Next time, I‟m still going to send for you.  That‟s a big 

thing.  Many people lose faith in God when He doesn‟t 

answer their prayer in their way.  What a wonderful thing 

to be able to say, “even now,” (even after Lazarus died) 

“whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee.”  

“Even now,” I will still believe in you for next time. 

 

“Even now, whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will 

give it thee.”  What a wonderful thing it is for us to be able 

to say, even when Jesus does not answer our prayers in our 

way.  Even after losing everything, we should still be able 

to say, “I still believe in you.  You are still my Savior.  

Next time, I‟m still going to send for you.”  In the words of 

Job, “LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed 

be the name of the LORD.” Job1:21b. 

 

23 Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall rise again.   

 

This was Jesus saying, “Martha, you can still believe in me 

this time.”  Through this, Jesus was saying, “so are my 

ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 

thoughts.”  Jesus wants us to know that even when our 

circumstances look impossible, even when our hope for an 

answer is dead, He is saying, “Your dead shall rise again.”  

Although it is dead and buried, I am going to restore it.   

 

24 Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again 

in the resurrection at the last day.   

 

Martha was still stuck in her ways.  Lazarus is dead.  It‟s 

too late this time.  He will “rise again in the resurrection 

at the last day.”  She believed that Jesus would come 

through for Lazarus next time.  When Jesus says to us, 

““Your dead shall rise again!”  We respond the same way 

that Martha did.  The “dead shall rise again at the last 

day.”  There are circumstances that we‟ve given up hope 

on.  It‟s too late for us here and now.  But when we all get 

to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be.  We believe 

that Jesus will come through for us next time.  But Jesus 

wasn‟t interested in next time.  He was getting ready to do 

something this time. 

 

25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: 

he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he 

live: 

26 And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never 

die. Believest thou this? 

27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art 

the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 

world. 

 

Jesus said, “He that believeth in me, though he were dead, 

yet shall he live.”   “Believest thou this?”  Martha‟s 

response, “Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the Christ.”  

Martha answered “Yes.” Which was a step in the right 

direction.  But she didn‟t answer Jesus‟ question.  She 

deflected a little bit.  Jesus said, “He that believeth in me, 

though he were dead, yet shall he live.   Believest thou 

this?”  And Martha answered, “Yea, Lord: I believe that 

thou art the Christ.”  Martha didn‟t fully grasp what Jesus 

was about to do.  There was no precedence for someone 

being risen from the dead after such a long time.  It was 

impossible.  So impossible that Martha didn‟t even think to 

ask Jesus for it.  Martha was still stuck in her ways, her 

thoughts, and her time. 

 

What if Jesus is saying to us today, “He that believeth in 

me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.   Believest 

thou this?”  Our response is, “Yea, Lord: I believe that 

thou art the Christ.”  We answer “Yes.” Which is a step in 

the right direction.  But we aren‟t answering Jesus‟ 

question.  We deflect a little bit.  Jesus is saying, “He that 

believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live.   
Believest thou this?”  And we are answering, “Yea, Lord: 

I believe that thou art the Christ.”  It is easier to answer,, 

“Yes you are Christ” than it is to answer the original 

question.  Do we believe that Jesus can bring our dead hope 
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back to life?  That‟s a harder question.   “Believest thou 

this?” 
 

We don‟t fully grasp what Jesus is about to do in the 

Church and in our lives.  There is no precedence for this, 

just like there was no precedence for Lazarus being raised 

from the dead after “four days.”  We might believe that our 

problems aren‟t just dead, they are dead as a doornail, 

graveyard dead.  They are impossible.  So impossible that 

we don‟t even think to ask Jesus to raise our dead hope.  

We are still stuck in our ways, our thoughts, and our time.  

We are doing good just to say, “Yea, Lord: I believe that 

thou art the Christ.”  But aren‟t you thankful that Jesus is 

not constrained to our ways, our thoughts, and our time?  

Jesus is saying to us, “so are my ways higher than your 

ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
 

 

33 When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews 

also weeping which came with her, he groaned in the 

spirit, and was troubled, 

 

Christ had sympathy and compassion.  Just because He 

delayed his trip for “the glory of God” does not mean that 

he didn‟t share in the pain and suffering of his friends.  He 

“groaned” and was “troubled” right along with them.  Just 

because Jesus delays in answering our prayers “for the 

glory of God,” does not mean that He doesn‟t share in our 

pain and our suffering.  He “groans” and is “troubled” 

right along with us.  

   

34 And said, Where have ye laid him? They said unto him, 

Lord, come and see. 

35 Jesus wept. 

 

“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 

morning.” Psalms 30:5b. 

 

38 Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 

grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. 

39 Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister 

of him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he 

stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. 

 

When Jesus told them to, “Take ye away the stone,” 

Martha made an excuse.   “If you were here when it first 

happened, we could take away the stone.  But you are „four 

days’ too late!!!  Not only is he dead, „he stinks!”  What do 

we say to Jesus, when he says, “Take ye away the stone”?  

“If you would have been here when everything first fell 

apart, we could roll „away the stone’ and you could fix the 

situation. But you are too late.  Our life isn‟t just messed 

up, it “stinks!”   

 

You‟re “four days” too late!  Like Mary and Martha, we 

pride ourselves in our relationship with Jesus. We have 

communed with Him.  We have dined with Him.  We have 

sat at His feet.  We are His friend.  We are His disciples.  

We don‟t believe in chance, bad luck, or coincidence.  

Therefore, we take what happens personally!  We know 

that Jesus only had to speak the word, and our sickness 

would have been healed.  We know that Jesus only had to 

speak the word and our home life would have been 

restored.  We know that Jesus only had to speak the word 

and our finances would have been restored.  We know that 

Jesus only had to speak the word and our membership 

would have been restored.  So when Jesus didn‟t show up 

when we “sent for Him,” we get offended. 

  

Each day that Lazarus was sick, I bet Mary and Martha 

grew more and more impatient with Jesus.  When Lazarus 

died, they must have lost hope. When Jesus finally showed 

up, I don‟t think they were saying better late than never.  

No.  They must have been saying, “Why did you show up 

“four days” too late?”  When Jesus shows up late for us, 

do we say, “Better late than never?”  No.  We say, “Why 

did you show up “four days” too late?  You‟re a little late 

aren‟t you?  We‟ve already lost our congregation.  We‟ve 

already lost our finances.  We‟ve already lost our 

reputations.  We‟ve already lost everything.  And where 

were you?  All you would have had to do was speak the 

word, and you could have fixed everything.  But now, 

Jesus, you‟re too late!”  

 

Mary and Martha didn‟t think that Jesus was there to save 

the day.  No.  They were left with zero hope. It was over. It 

was finished. Lazarus was dead and buried and never 

coming back.  “If only you‟d been here „four days’ ago, 

when we needed you, you could have fixed it.  But now it‟s 

too late.  Now he „stinks!” Sometimes Jesus shows up in 

our lives so late, we aren‟t thinking that Jesus is here to 

save the day.  No. We‟ve been left with zero hope.  It is 

over. It‟s finished. We‟ve thrown in the towel. “If only 

you‟d showed up earlier, when we needed you, you could 

have fixed it.  Now our hope is dead.  It „stinks!”   

   

I don‟t think Mary or Martha were happy to see Jesus.  I 

don‟t think that they were relieved.  I think that they were 

offended, hurt, and maybe mad.  Why do I think that?  

Because that‟s the way I would have been. Because of the 

circumstances, it was human nature to have been hurt.  But 

Jesus‟s “ways were higher than” Mary and Martha‟s 

“ways.” 
 

There have been times that I have not been happy to see 

Jesus.  I wasn‟t relived during all of the trials and 

tribulations, Jesus just stood by and let them happen.  At 

times I‟ve taken it personally.  I‟ve been offended.  I‟ve 

been hurt.  Maybe mad.  Because of the circumstances, it 

was human nature to be hurt.  But God‟s “ways 

are higher than our ways.”  On a personal note, I wasn‟t 

too happy to see Jesus eight hours in the waiting room 
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during my son Alex‟s spine surgery and two days in 

intensive care.  I had a personal relationship with my 

Savior.  I “sent for Him” when Alex‟s spine continued to 

worsen.  I had faith and belived that Jesus could heal 

Alex‟s spine.  Yet, Jesus tarried.  My plan was logical.  I 

told God exactly what to do, how to do it, and when to do 

it.  Yet my plan was not in synch with God‟s plan.  It hurt 

me personally to see my son suffering, knowing that God 

could have spoken the word and healed his body.  Yet, 

God‟s “ways are higher than” my ways.” 

 

It‟s not a great comfort when Jesus shows up “four days” 

late to your brother‟s funeral.  And it‟s not a great comfort 

when Jesus shows up “four days” late, when your son is 

having major surgery.  Yet I fully believe that God‟s “ways 

are higher than” our “ways.”  God‟s time table is not our 

time table.  God‟s “thoughts” are “higher than” our 

“thoughts.”   God‟s plans are not our plans.  If He delayed 

for Alex, it must be “for the glory God.”  I may never 

understand it, but I trust that God will use Alex‟s spine 

surgery for His “glory.”  

 

We spend a lifetime burying away things that “stink.”  

Hurt from our past, it “stinks,” so we bury it away.  People 

that abandoned us, it “stinks,” so we bury it away.  The 

financial mistakes that we make, it “stinks,” so we bury it 

away.  When your good health fades away and you are only 

left with sickness, it “stinks,” so we bury it away. When 

bad things happen in our lives, we just bury them away.  

We do our best to seal them up.  But behind closed doors, 

they still “stink!”  The smell will eventually leak out; just 

like my vanilla scented trash bags could not contain the 

stench forever. 

 

Although Jesus is saying, “Take ye away the stone.” Our 

response is much like Martha‟s, “Lord, by this time he 

stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.”  We are 

ashamed for Jesus to look inside our tomb.  “Jesus, you 

weren‟t here when I needed you.  So why dig up the past 

now?”  Now it‟s too late.  It‟s unfixable 

 

Before Martha could receive her miracle from Jesus, SHE 

had to roll “away the stone.”  She had to physically remove 

what stood in the way between Jesus and her brother 

Lazarus.  Before we can receive help from Jesus, before we 

can receive our miracle, we have to roll “away the stone.”  

We have to physically remove what is standing in the way 

between Jesus and things in our life that “stink” and we‟ve 

buried away. 

 

Martha was worried about Lazarus‟s smell.  But Jesus 

smells the best when it “stinks” the worst!!!  It is safe to 

say that, when Jesus arrived at Lazarus‟ tomb, many things 

“stunk.”  The situation “stunk.” The attitudes “stunk.” The 

lack of faith “stunk.”.  

 

40 Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou 

wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? 

41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the 

dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and 

said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. 

42 And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of 

the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe 

that thou hast sent me. 

43 And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud 

voice, Lazarus, come forth. 

44 And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot 

with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a 

napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go. 

45 Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had 

seen the things which Jesus did, believed on him. 

 

When Lazarus, bound in his graveclothes, came forth out 

of the tomb, do you think the smell became better or 

worse?  The situation “stunk” no more.  The attitudes 

“stunk” no more.  The belief certainly did not “stink” 

anymore. After Jesus‟ miracle, there was only the sweet 

smell and aroma of the Savior.  Jesus waited, and He 

waited, and then He waited some more.  Jesus waited for 

the situation to become as “stinky” as He wanted it to be.  

At that point, the sweet fragrance of His presence was 

perfectly clear. If the situation was not so “stinky,” the 

people would not have been as aware of His great work and 

sweet aroma. 

 

When things get difficult and we start having a pity party, 

just remember, Jesus smells the best when it “stinks” the 

worst!!!  When our  life “stinks,” just remember, the 

“stinkiest” places are the best opportunities for the sweet 

smell of Jesus.  Could it be that, to do His sweetest work, 

Jesus might have allowed a “stinky” situation in our lives?  

Before we get out the Fe-breeze to try to cover up the 

“smelly” circumstance, remember that Jesus smells the best 

when it stinks the worst!!!   

 

Was Jesus too late? It depends on who you ask, and when 

you ask them.  Ask Mary and Martha before the miracle 

and they would have without a doubt said, “Yes, Jesus was 

exactly “four days” too late.  But after the miracle, they 

would have said that Jesus was right on time!  God‟s time 

is always right on time.  In God‟s time, Joseph waited 13 

years. Abraham waited 25 years.  Moses waited 40 years.  

Jesus waited 30 years.  If God is making us wait, then we 

are in good company.  "The best things come to those who 

wait" Heinz ketchup.   

 

“Wait on the Lord. He makes all things beautiful in his 

time” Is 60:22. 

 

“But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their 

strength” Isaiah 40:31a. 
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Dear Young People, 

 

It brings me great joy to write this letter to you. I hope you are all in good health, especially as we move 

beyond the holiday season. By God‟s grace, we have entered a new year. Although the previous year 

presented many challenges, we remain strong, giving glory to God for His unwavering grace. As we 

observe the world around us, it may seem that conditions are deteriorating. A glance at the news can 

evoke feelings reminiscent of “the days of Noah” (Matt. 24:37). What was occurring during Brother 

Noah's time? Disobedience to God, sexual immorality, drunkenness, and more—issues that we witness today, perhaps 

even intensified. Yet, amidst sin, “God remembered Noah” (Genesis 8:1). God was drawn to this faithful and 

obedient man, leading to the salvation of him and his family amid chaos. They chose to stand apart from the crowd, 

living holy and righteous lives before the Almighty. In times such as these, it can be difficult to remain steadfast and 

unshakeable. However, I urge you to remember that just as God provided Brother Noah with instructions to build the 

ark, He has given us a guide through His Word to navigate our daily lives. “All scripture is given by inspiration of 

God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). God has remembered you and me. 

God has remembered The Church of God. Today, I would like to present to you, VLB, and to The Church of God as a 

whole, the international VLB theme for this year: And God Remembered Noah. 

 

Jordan A. Goolsby 

General Victory Leaders Band Coordinator 
 

 

 

 

 

 

K. Scott Hatton, Administrative Coordinator, Regional Overseer of the Southeast Central Region

Romans 5:13 (For until the law sin was in the world: 

but sin is not imputed when there is no law.   

 

This is speaking about the Mosaic Law, the Law that 

God gave to Moses and the Israelites. We are talking 

about 2500 years from creation to the Mosaic Law. 

 

(For until the law sin was in the world: 

 

That means that sin has been in the world ever since 

Adam and Eve sinned in the garden up until the Law 

that God gave to Moses and the Israelites. But what 

about judgment before the Law? There was sin, but 

without the Law, did the people not face the 

judgment of God? 

 

The second part to the scripture says: 

 

but sin is not imputed when there is no law. 

 

Impute means to attribute or to ascribe. It says that 

the penalty for sin is not put on people without a law. 

Without the law, sin is not counted or charged 

against people. In other words, people cannot be held 

accountable for breaking the law if there is not a law 

to break. 

 

On first reading of this, it seems that 

Paul is saying that from Adam and Eve 

until Moses, there was sin but no one 

was punished for that sin because 

they did not have the Old Testament, 

which includes the Law that God gave the Israelites.  

So again were people not held accountable before 

the Law of Moses? No. We know our Bible stories. 

People were judged. God judged Adam and Eve and 

all of mankind is daily paying the price for that sin. 

God judged Cain for slaying his brother. In fact, God 

destroyed the earth with a flood for its wickedness. 

Then God confounded man‟s speech for his sin. God 

also destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah for its sin. 

 

So therefore, there must have been another Law 

before the Law of Moses. It may not have been 

written down, but man knew what was right and 

wrong. Job and Abraham were righteous before the 

Law of Moses along with Joseph. There is a natural 

law from God that He has placed in man. 

 

Romans 2:14-15: "For when the Gentiles, which 

have not the law, do by nature the things contained 

in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto 
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themselves: Which shew the work of the law written 

in their hearts, their conscience also bearing 

witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing 

or else excusing one another."  

 

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, 

temperance: against such there is no law." 

(Galatians 5:22-23) 

 

It is strange to hear atheists talk about right and 

wrong because they say there is a definite right and 

clear wrong, but they cannot explain where it came 

from. They may not believe in God but their sense of 

right and wrong comes from Him. Without God, 

there is no right or wrong. So then why did God give 

the Law if people knew the difference between right 

and wrong? 

 

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it 

is no more of promise: but God gave it to Abraham 

by promise. 19 Wherefore then serveth the law?...  

 

It‟s saying that if the inheritance of Christ coming is 

of the law then the promise that God made to 

Abraham that there would be a Savior would not be 

by faith.  So in other words, the promise of Christ 

coming made to Abraham by God is fulfilled 

through faith, not through obedience to the law. So 

Paul asks, “What good is the law?” Then he gives 

the reason. 

 

19 …It was added because of transgressions,  

 

Even though man should have known better, man 

became very weak spiritually. 

 

(I Timothy 1:9) Knowing this, that the law is not 

made for a righteous man, but for the lawless and 

disobedient… 

It is good practice for teachers at the beginning of a 

school year to create a short list of clear expectations 

for their students. They need to keep them as few as 

possible and keep them positive. So they make a few 

rules that the students have the most problems with. 

For example, “Talk only when called upon” and 

“Stay seated.” But there are many rules that are 

never mentioned or posted because students 

automatically know not to do certain things. Students 

know that it is wrong to hit one another without 

being told. Teachers do not list a rule that says no 

stealing because they know it is wrong. For the most 

part, listing only a few rules works, but I have seen 

groups of students do things that would surprise you. 

They should know not to do certain things, but a 

degenerate group of students do not know better. 

 

That is the way God dealt with man. Man knew right 

from wrong. He may not have done what was right, 

but he knew the difference. But then man started to 

fall deeper into sin where his conscience was seared 

and what was right and wrong was not so clear to 

him so God sent the Law to teach him until the 

Promise was fulfilled. 

 

(Galatians 3:19…) It was added because of 

transgressions, till the seed (Jesus) should come to 

whom the promise was made; and it was ordained by 

angels in the hand of a mediator (Moses). 20 Now a 

mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. 21 

Is the law then against the promises of God? God 

forbid: for if there had been a law given which could 

have given life, verily righteousness should have 

been by the law.  

 

The Law was weak in that it could not give eternal 

life. It was temporary. It served a purpose, and its 

usefulness had passed. 

 

(Galatians 3:22) But the scripture hath concluded all 

under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ 

might be given to them that believe. 23 But before 

faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto 

the faith which should afterwards be revealed. 24 

Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us 

unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25 

But after that faith is come, we are no longer under a 

schoolmaster. 26 For ye are all the children of God 

by faith in Christ Jesus. 

 

The law served a purpose. The Scripture says the 

Law was a schoolmaster. The Law taught man right 

from wrong. It was added “till the seed should come 

to whom the promise was made.” This seed was 

Christ and the promise was made to man. Now let us 

look at Jesus in relation to the Law of Moses. 
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Hebrews 7:11 If therefore perfection were by the 

Levitical priesthood, (for under it the people 

received the law,) what further need was there that 

another priest should rise after the order of 

Melchisedec, and not be called after the order of 

Aaron?  

 

This is very important. Many times the scripture says 

that Jesus was a priest after the order of 

Melchisedec. Not only does “after the order of 

Melchisedec” imply that Jesus was a priest in the 

same manner or same system, but it also seems that 

this means that Jesus was the very next priest in line 

after Melchisedec. It says not after the order of 

Aaron. The order of Aaron was the order that was 

under the Law. It could not bring us to perfection. 

We needed another priest after the order of 

Melchisedec. Melchisedec was before the Law. Jesus 

took up right where Melchisedec left off as if the 

Law had never been given. 

 

(Hebrews 7:)19 For the law made nothing perfect, 

but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which 

we draw nigh unto God. 

 

The Law could not bring them into perfection only 

Jesus could. The Law was only an arch or a bridge to 

get to Jesus. When Jesus came, the original order 

was resumed as if the law had never been given. No 

writer of the epistles condemns the law and says that 

God made a mistake in giving it. It was added 

because of transgressions and it was necessary at the 

time. This is where it hits home for The Church of 

God today. 

 

(I Corinthians 10:11) Now all these things happened 

unto them for ensamples: and they are written for 

our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 

are come. 

 

The Old Testament is there for our instruction and 

warning. 

It is our example for today. Jesus established The 

Church of God on Mount Hattin with the disciples as 

the first members. 

 

(Micah 4:1) But in the last days it shall come to 

pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD 

shall be established in the top of the mountains, and 

it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall 

flow unto it. 

 

There was nothing wrong with The Church of God 

when Jesus established her. She grew in strength, 

and she had the favor of God. Churches were 

established and many gave their life for the Lord. 

Then all but one disciple was martyred and then he 

died. The Church continued to grow but the people 

started to grow weak. It was not a problem with what 

Jesus established, but it was with sin creeping into 

the hearts of her members. Then as Brother A.J. 

Tomlinson put it, “...the final culmination came at 

the Nicene Council in the year A.D. 325, when they 

made the creed that put the knife to the throat of the 

Body of Christ and disconnected it from its Head.” 

 

Israel chose not to follow God wholeheartedly. The 

people sinned as God was giving the Ten 

Commandments to Moses, and God‟s people in the 

early part of the fourth Century chose not to follow 

God‟s leading. 

 

Just as the law helped God‟s people get to the New 

Covenant so God allowed other movements to bring 

us through the dark ages and get to the Arise 

Shine. The time that the Israelites, people of God, 

were under the Law was about 1400 years and the 

time that The Church of God was hidden from the 

world lasted 1578 years.  

 

It is just like the many attempts to make it to the 

North Pole. Expeditions were tried. Some got close 

but still failed. And there were many attempts to find 

the Church that was hidden and covered over. 

 

The law was a schoolmaster to bring people to 

Christ, and creeds and manmade churches have had a 

purpose in bringing us to The Church of God. The 

work of the Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterians and 

Quakers and Holiness churches have had their part in 

getting ready for the Arise and Shine. These 

movements have prepared us for The Church of God. 

They were a bridge or an arch to get to where we are 

today. 

 

There came a time when the time of the law was 

over. Christ came and then there was no need for the 

law. It served its usefulness. And today, the time for 
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different Christian religious organizations is 

finished. Martin Luther and Lutherans gave us 

justification by faith. John Wesley and the 

Methodists gave us sanctification and holiness. The 

Baptists saw that only total submersion would do. 

The Holiness movement helped us to realize that we 

needed to live a Christian life apart from this world 

and free from sin. 

These groups served a purpose. Many people were 

saved and each one got us one step closer to The 

Church of God. 

 

When Jesus came, the Israelites thought that they 

were still bound to the Law, but Christ fulfilled the 

Law, and they were free from it. Since the Arise 

Shine of the Church in the last days, many Christians 

are still in bondage to manmade creeds, but they can 

be free from it and united in one.  

 

(Hebrews 10:1) For the law having a shadow of 

good things to come, and not the very image of the 

things, can never with those sacrifices which they 

offered year by year continually make the comers 

thereunto perfect. 

 

The Law was a shadow of good things to come and 

these movements were a shadow of a great thing to 

come. The Law could not perfect and all movements 

before The Church of God could not perfect because 

they were lacking in certain areas. 

 

In 1903, an expedition to find the true Church of 

God was successful! The flag was planted and the 

Church of the Bible was discovered! It was not 

created. It was there all along. It was discovered! 

 

Jesus was a priest after the order of Melchisedec as if 

the Law never took place and now as the body of 

Christ, it is our privilege to take our place after the 

original Church of God as if there never had been 

any creeds. We are doing as if other churches did not 

exist. We have taken up where the early Church left 

off. Our government is the same. Our practices and 

doctrine are the same. We have continued without 

skipping a beat. Since 1903 there have been many 

who were bound up in different movements 

delivered by God! 

 

(Romans 8:3) For what the law could not do, in that 

it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own 

Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, 

condemned sin in the flesh: 4 That the righteousness 

of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after 

the flesh, but after the Spirit. 

 

And for what the Christian movements could not do 

in that they were weak through the flesh, God 

revealed The Church of God in these last days in the 

likeness of these Churches to free God‟s children 

from all sin and walk in holiness! 

 

Be free today in the Church that is after the order of 

the Bible Church! 
 

 

 

 The Church of God           
P.O. Box 4578            
Cleveland, TN 37320-4578          
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED          
                                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
                         


